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This Local Waterfront Revitalization

Program has been adopted  and
approved in accordance . with the.
provisions of the Waterfront Revit-
alization and Coastal Resources Act
of 1981 (Executive Law, Article 42)
and its implementing regulations (6
NYCRR 600 and 601). Federal concur-
rence on the incorporation of this
Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program into the New York 'State
Coastal Management Program .as a
Routine Program Implementation. has
been obtained in accordance with the
provisions of the U.S. Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (P.L.
92-583), as amended, and its
implementing regulations (15 CFR
8923). - : ' : T )

The preparation of this program was
financially aided by a federal grant .
from the U.S. - Department of
Commerce, National Oceanic . and
Atmospheric Administration, Office -

of Ocean and Coastal. Resource -

Management Act of 1972, as amended.
Federal Grant No. NA-82-AA-D-CZ068.

The New ~ York State . CdésAtal

Management Program and. - the
preparation of Local Waterfront
Revitalization Programs are

administered by the New York State
Department of State, 162 Washington
Avenue, Albany, New York 12231.
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REPLY TO

17162 WASHINGTON AVENUE
ALBANY. NY 12231
{5181474-4750

[J 270 Broapway
NEW YORK CitTY. NY 10007
(212)1587-5800

' March 13, 1987

Honorable Joseph E Harrlgan
Mayor .

City of Rensselaer

City Hall

Rensselaer, NY 12144

.Dear Mayor Harrlgan-

It is with great pleasure that I inform you that, pursuant to the
Waterfront Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act, I have.
approved the City of Rensselaer Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program (LWRP). The City is to be commended for its thoughtful and
energetic response to opportunities presented along its waterfront
and for being the flrst munlclpallty in the Cap1ta1 Dlstrlct tO»

have an approved LWRP

I will shortly notlfy State agenc1es that I have approved the
City's LWRP and will provide them with a list of activities which
must be undertaken in a manner consistent to the maximum extent

practicable with the Rensselaer LWRP.

Again, I would 1like to commend the City of Rensselaer on its
efforts to develop the LWRP and look forward to working with you in
the years to come as you endeavor to redevelop and revitalize your

waterfront. -







§ A % | UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

. _.\E_n_‘.. . National Oceanic and Acmospherlc Adm:nlstratlon
% ) & | NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE
° » OFFICE OF OCEAN AND COASTAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Washington, D.C, 20235

JUN I 01987

_ Mr. George Stafford

Director

pivision of Coastal Resources
and Waterfront Revitalization

pepartment of State

162 Washington Street

Albany, New York 12231

pear Mr. Stafford:

The Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management has completed
its review of your request to incorporate the Town of Rensselaer
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) into the New York
Coastal Management Program. We have received the program as
adopted by the Town and approved by the New York Secretary of
State. We received no comments objecting to adoptlon of the LWRP
as a routine program implementation change.

You and my staff have‘discussed the problem of clearly identifying
in the LWRP which of the 44 coastal policies listed in the NYS CMP
apply to the LWRP area. Because there is evidence in‘'the documents
that policies labeled "not included” do apply, we concur with your
request that the Rensselaer LWRP be’considered as a routine program

.implementation. We understand you have remedied the problem of

clearly identifying which policies apply by eliminating the term
"not 1ncluded" from future LWRPs.,

In accordance with the Coastal Management Regulations, 15 CFR 923.84,
Federal Consistency will apply to the Town of Rensselaer LWRP after
you publish notice of our approval.

slncerely, | ' ‘A ,
’ Peter L. Tweedt
Director
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Mr. George Stafford

Director

pivision of Coastal Resources
and Waterfront Revitalization

pepartment of State '

162 Washington Street

Albany, New York 12231

pear Mr. Stafford:

The Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management has completed
its review of your request to incorporate the Town of Rensselaer
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) into the New York .
Coastal Management Program. We have received the program as
adopted by the Town and approved by the New York Secretary of
State. We received no comments objecting to adoption of the LWRP
as a routlne program 1mplementat10n change.

You and my staff have'dlscussed the problem of clearly ‘identifying
in the LWRP which of the 44 coastal pollc1es listed in the NYS.CMP
apply to the LWRP area. Because.there is evidence in‘'the documents
- that policies labeled "not included"” do apply, we concur with your
request that the Rensselaer LWRP be considered as a routine program
) implementation. We understand you have remedied the problem of
S clearly identifying which policies apply by eliminating.the term
"not included" from future LWRPs.

In accordance with the Coastal Mariagement Regulations, 15 CFR 923.84,
Federal Consistency will apply to the Town of Rensselaer LWRP after
you publish notice of our approval,

Slncerely,

M//@WL«J

Peter L. Tweedt
pirector







”T N CITY OF RENSSELAER

Bl
T 11 -’t‘ :
' ’ \:’f%ﬂ | - OFFICE OF
_)—  THE MAYOR
SEPH E. HARRIGAN o ,
josk v e : CIY lHALL - |
- : . ) Telephane: (518) 362-9511

RENSSELAER,NY 12144
27 May 1986

The Honorable Gail S. Shaffer
Secretary of State

State of New York

Department of State

162 Washington Avenue :
Albany, New York 12231 .

Dear Secretary Shaffer:.

;o - . :
‘““) . 9his letter represents formal submission by the City of
Rensselaer of 1ts Final Local Waterfront Revitalization Progran
document for approval under Article 42 of the Executive Law..
Also anclosed is a certified copy of the resolution adopting the
program, passed by the Common Council at its meeting of 22 May

1986.
e hope that the Final LWRP meets with your approval and will
soon become the primary tool for regulating the use and

development of Rensselaer's waterfront. We are also looking
forward to applying for any program grants that may be available.

If you or your staff have any questions, please‘refer them to Hr.

Douglas Burgey, Director, Rensselaer Planning and Development
Agency, who can be reached at 465 1693. o :

Sincerely, -

. o

. ] [ , .
() ifferson
.

g ¥  “Joseph E. Harrigan
B Mayor
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CITY OF RENSSELAER

Rensselaer County, New York

LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM
INTRODUCTION

Throughout the past decade, the City of Rensselaer has recognized

the strong potential -of its Hudson Riverfront as the focus of its.‘,-_
long-term revitalization .efforts. The City conseguently views .

the LOCAL WATERFRONT: REVITALIZATION PROGRAM as an. opportunlty to

"reaffirm its commitment to the wise development of this unique

resource, to call the attention of the business community to the
substantial investment opportunities present - there, and to

discuss areas- in . which inter-governmental - cooperation"

(local/county/state/federal) and private/public partnershlp W1ll.
be essential to fully achleve PROGRAM objectlves.,

The Clty s Hudson Rlverfront has been the subject of three prlor
comprehens1ve studles durlng the past decade, spec1f1cally :

, ' s . i ¢ Poli i ‘, Arthur F.
Brod Jr., AIP, and Floyd E. Barwig,'AIA,_for.the Office of
: the Mayor, 1976, 187 pages.": e g oL

New. York State_ Department .. of State Coastal Managementi
Pr0gram, 1979 61 pages.»;“.3A R S

Historic Neighborhood Plans  and Rensselaer  Downtown,
Rensselaer Planning and Development Agency and The Saratoga
Associates, 1981, 99 pages._

These studles have collectlvely addressed ‘the '51ngular policy
statement that presents both the comprehensive intent of the New
York State Coastal Management Program and the overall objective
of - the City's LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM: _ :

"RESTORE, ? REVITALIZE “AND REDEVELO_P : DETERIORAT'ED_ _AND
UNDERUTILIZED WATERFRONT AREAS FOR COMMERCIAL, | _INDUSTRIAL,
CULTURAL,. RECREATIONAL AND OTHER COMPATIBLE USES." :

The Riyeri;gnt_ngyelgpment_zlan, in partlcular, focuses upon four:
highly significant objectives of the City's . LOCAL WATERFRONT
REVITALIZATION PROGRAM, namely (1) improved recreation and public
access, (2) increased economic development, (3) greater aesthetic
guality within the coastal zone, and (4) protection from:
flooding. R L T

It is not the intention of this PROGRAM report to replicate the
technlcal detail - .provided in the prior studies, but merely. to
state ‘as succinctly as possible the basic elements of the LOCAL
WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM so that = intergovernmental
acceptance and approval of its content may be sought and
prrvate/publlc achievement of its recommendatlons guided. -



PLANNING PROCESS

The City of Rensselaer's LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM
(LWRP)' has been developed in accordance with the New York State
Waterfront Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act (198l) and
related procedures; requirements and guldellnes promulgated by
the New York State Department of State._ :

The plannlng process through which the Clty s PROGRAM has evolved
included .the- following steps, as sequentlally dlSCUSSEd 1n the7
body of thls report:. : - : R o

1. BOUNDARY DETERMINATION,-ln whlch the coastal area serv1ng as
the program ba51s for waterfront pollc1es and act1v1t1es is. -

deflned.,.

2. INVENTORY'AND'ANALYSIS, in-whioh:conservation and develoPment
opportunities and constraints within the program area are

identified and ‘their complexities' and interrelationships

, eyamlned.

3. POLICY DETERMINATION, in Whlch the Clty s governlng body, its

Common Council, upon recommendation of the City's .Planning .

:Commlsslon, identifies those State policies appllcable to the
" City's - coastal: area. and develops ap< '
Q‘pollCIES.-* . o

4. USES AND PROJECTS,'ln whlch spec1f1c pr0posals are presented»

regarding. potential land uses and. progects to be. undertaken
to advance the coastal p011c1es.» ‘ o L

5.  IMPLEMENTATION TECHNIQUES, in which speclflc - manag'er‘dént,',

funding ‘and prodram strategies are identified or developed
lncludlng organlzatlonal structures, land use controls, laws,
ordinances, regulatlons, local government capabllltles, and
necessary and approprlate state actlons. ,p oo e

6. CONSULTATION WITH FEDERAL,‘ STATE, REGIONAL, AND LOCAL .

- AGENCIES,’ in which these agenc1es comment on the. proposed
waterfront program. - L _ : e L

7. . IDENTIFICATION OF RELEVANT STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS,.'in

which the" impacts of non-local programs -and actions . are
considered - and. both those programs and the  proposed
waterfront program are modlfled for con51stency

8. LOCAL COMMITMENT, in whlch the Plannlng Commlss1on formally
presents . the proposed waterfront 'program to .the Common
Council, which approves the program and transmlts the LWRP to
the State of New York. :

ii
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S. ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE AND PRELIMINARY DRAFT SUBMISSION; in
which the waterfront program is examined for impacts on the
environment and the program is presented to State, regional,
and local authorities for review and comment.

10. DRAFT SUBMISSION, in which the revisions which may be
suggested in the prior step are incorporated in the program
report and submitted to the New York State Department of
State for approval o _ o

One of the major beneflts of the Waterfront Rev1tallzat10n Act is
the concept of "consistency”. The process of program approval
allows the State an adegquate opportunity to determine that the
local program does, in fact, further State coastal policies so
that with State approval, the LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION
PROGRAM can act as a guide for State and Federal actlons to ensure
their con51stency with the local program.

Additionally, another benefit available to the City is financial

‘assistance. through the Department of State Coastal Management

Program for implementation of the LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION -
PROGRAM. Once the program is approved, grants are available for
research, studies, design development, ~ and other necessary
activities which serve to ' implement the various projects
identified in the Program. S o _ -

iii
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A ~ SECTION I . :
WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION AREA BOUNDAR






The State's Coastal Management Program has establlshed statewide .
coastal boundaries 1in accordance with the requirements of the
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, and its
subsequently-issued rules - and regulations. This
previously-designated waterfront revitalization area boundary for
the City has been reviewed and reaffirmed during the Local
Waterfront Rev1tallzat10n Program plannlng process.

Spec1f1cally, as 1llustrated on Figure 1, the inland coastal area
boundary 1in Rensselaer generally follows the landward (eastern)
edge of the right-of-way of the Conrail tracks, which extend from
south to north throughout the City. This boundary has been.
selected for several of ‘its characteristics: (1) being generally
coincident with the 100-year flood hazard area boundary; (2)
being the point at which the land begins to slope upward from the
level Hudson River plain; and (3) further being a distinct 1land
use boundary between commercial/industrial uses on. the PRiver
(seaward) side of the tracks and more residential uses on the

- landward side. Where the limit of the 100-year flood extends

landward (generally easterly) of the right-of-way of the tracks,
the waterfront revitalization area boundary instead follows the
100-year flood boundary. The boundary makes one detour from this
course to encompass the historic district in Bath.

The seaward boundary of Rensselaer's coastal area is coincident
with the City's legal Jurlsdlctlon. The Rensselaer City Charter
(1915) specifically defines the City's 1legal jurisdiction as
coincident with the westernmost boundary of Rensselaer County;
this boundary assumedly 1is the approximate centerline of the

Hudson River.
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) SECTION II - - .
INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS -
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1979 Case_ﬂtndy spec1f1cally-'

Plannlng for - approprlate land use and - development within the
vaterfront program -area 3requ1res a’ clear understanding of = its
existing - natural and . man-made"- resources.-» The City's. Local
Waterfront Revitalization PrOgram planning process has included
review - and" updating of data provided within the City's three
previously~-referenced prior studies of its Hudson Riverfront:

DETAILED NATURAL AND MAN-MADE 'RE'soURéEs INVENTORY =

The - Appendlx of this Program report 1ncludes an excerpt from the

"pacts" section of the aforementioned Eub];g Policy Guide. This

excerpt includes a comprehensive review of -the natural

. characteristics' (i.e.,  surficial/glacial ' = geology, soils,
. topography/slope, @ topography/relief, = water - resources and

floodprone- areas), environmental standards (i.e., air quallty,
water quality and noise) and develoPmental characterlstlcc (1 €y
development pattern, historic resources, - existing” land "use,
population ' distribution, housing, parks and community. fac111t1es,
transportation and publlc ut111t1ed“ that: descrlbes the Rensselaerﬁ

Analy51s today of this’ data base reaffirms fully the 'oonEIheions
reached ' by : the State's Coastal’ Management Program staff 1n;fits_

"Theﬂ'problem in Rensselaer is a problem of underutilization
of - coastal resources and amenities rather than one of
competition or conflict between uses. The Rensselaer
Riverfront 1is ' a place Wwhere there is both a need and an
opportunlty for major physical and. economic improvements. It
is. 'a Riverfront that has ample sPace for all the uses that
'characterlze‘ an urban waterfront - commerce,' recreation,
housing; . and open space. ~"The problem is making 'somethlng;
happen . -- finding funds, identifying a market, or creatlng a.
" demand for the use of Rensselaer coastal resources. It is,
therefore, those policies geared to inducing activity" “that
are most relevant to Rensselaer and that should ke the focus
of a local coastal management program. Substantively, the.
policy direction -of a local program for Rensselaer should
" center on needs in recreation/public access, economic
.~ development and aesthetic gquality. ‘ :

II-3



While. there' is "noW very little in the . way' of - developed*ﬁt,
recreation” facilities', or public access;, Rensselaer is in 'a

~ ‘better 'position to take ‘advantage ‘of its Rlverfront for suchj~
'fdevelopment than most other Hudson River cities. There are -
several reasons for this.” Pirst;" potentlal confllcts ‘between
recreation and other: uses need not be a' problem. - Though .
there is industrial development, it is in the southern part

of . the Clty, removed ““from  ‘the ‘relatively - ‘undeveloped
shorefront in the remainder of the City. Second, railroads
or urban expressways generally do not limit physical - access
to the river. 1In other Hudson River cities, such as ‘Albany
and Poughkeepsie, these are definite barriers to access.
Third, there are no extreme topographic barriers to overcome.
And fourth, there is a considerable amount of undeveloped
land and land in public ownership. Development of a

comprehensive open space plan should, therefore, be a prlmaryf

concern of a local coastal management program.

”Economlc 'development is 1mportant to Rensselaer because as a
small ‘economically : distressed " ¢ity,” its citizens = need
improved employment opportunltles, and its government needs
- an 1mproved economic condition if it is to have the ” revenue -
‘necessary for “a- fuller@f
~ To-meet the City's ‘need ™
.for economic growth,\there is" potentlal for ‘expanded activity
on .the Rensselaer— side’, of ~ the &Albany Port  District,
glarly 1n light of reconstructlon of the docks., There .
is “'pofential "also ‘' for-industriali‘development-on - a- hlghlyf -
suitable parcel of undeveloped land to the east of the "Port

needed " to' undertake. pro;ects
utlllzatlon ~of coastal ‘resources.

- part!

- District. This 51te has public utilities, rail sidings, good
vaccess . to the "port; few" topographlc .constraints, and '1i

"isurrounded by industrial uses.  Given the site's 'high degree pf
of suitability for water—dependent and other irndustrial” uses -

as well. as the need for economic development, conceptual

' preclearlng - of permltsdwould_oelonejmethod_tofpromote@_the -

'area.

Tne 51on1f1cant amount of open”space along Rensselaer s shore

prov1des opportunlty to . enjoy .- not only the “'striking
architectural varlety of New York's capital city, with' all
its  historic and cultural assoc1at10ns, but also the natural
and man-made aesthetic dttributes of Rensselaer itself. A
tree—edged beach, gently rolling f1elds, and wooded hills are

all to. be found, as well as. two areas of significant

architecture representatlve'vof several historic periods.
Unfortunately, the areas and views described are not always
accessible and the historic districts are in a deteriorated
state;j[ Agaln, an open space ‘plan would be an important next
step in improving these condltlons and thuS‘ the - aesthetic
qguality of Rensselaer. i, T , . g

II-4

Q%%f



" The most signlficant natural characteristic of Rensselaer is .a

strong . susceptlblllty to flooding. 'As a result, the City is
participating in the National Flood Insurance Program and -will.
soon be accepted into the regular phase of the program, the final
maps having been completed and floodproofing provisions having
been 1ncorporated into the City's Zonlng Law for the flood hazard
zone.

Issues related to water quality, air quality, fish and wildlife
and energy, while important to the City of Rensselaer are not
likely to be a direct concern of a local coastal management
program. Major coastal concerns in these areas are prlmarlly a

State respon51b111ty.

The City of Rensselaer has generally ‘addressed the statewide
Coastal Management Program issues on a policy 1level in the

Riverfront Policy Guide and on a legislative level in new zoning

and subdivision regulatlons enacted in January, 1979...1:_QBPQ§L§
h -

is‘ in'place. Once approved, an On—g01ng local program can devote
attention to the detalls of 1mportant issues so that desired

change becomes reality.”

One freshwater wetland, des1gnated D-103, is located east of the
petroleum tank farms in the southern extreme of the City's coastal
area. This site 1is less than 12.4 acres, and is not a State
regulated - freshwater wetland. However, DEC Freshwater Wetlands
standards - are locally applied to thlS 51te. Local develoPment
standards are also 1n effect. . : R : '

The N.Y.S,' ‘Museum Archeologlcal Site Locatlon Map and the N Y. S. )
Historic = Preservation Office Archeological Site ~'File indicate
numerous  sites - in the general vicinity of the City  as . possible.
sites with sensitive archeological resources. These resources
will be protected by measures developed by the City in cooperation:
with the N.Y.S. Office ‘of Parks,’ Recreation, and Historic -

Preservatlon.

Since’ the completion of " the 1979 Qase Study a significant
component in the overall open space system has been developed by
the City in cooperation with the NYS Department of Transportation,
i.e., the Rensselaer Riverfront Park, and Rensselaer has been
accepted 1into the regular phase of the National Flood Insurance

Program.
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 SECTION ITI ‘
 WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM POLICIES






INDEX TO POLICIES CONTAINED IN THIS SECTION

DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Policy 1.

RESTORE, .. REVITALIZE, - AND

REDEVELOP.. REDEVELOP DETERIORATED AND:1
UNDERUTILIZED_ ‘WATERFRONT' AREAS ' FOR .
COMMERCIAL.- AND INDUSTRIAL) CULTURAL, ..
RECREATIONAL AND OTHERFJCOMPATIBLE :

USES. -

Redevelop the Albany Port Dlstrlct
property and related vacant and tank

farm lands as an integral part of. a

regional - marine. transportation

- facility and, thus;'the‘ industrial

focus of the City's Local Waterfront
Rev1tallzat10n Program.“g_,-., o

Redevelop; hthe~;_- C1ty s "Cent}al

Riverfront. (generallyﬁdeflned'as»that
area 1ncludlng the Zappala Block,
Huyck Felt, - City- Hall and -AMTRAK

propertles) as a focus for commerc1al;
,expan51on W1th1n the Clty s LWRP’

Redevelop the f“ C1ty s
Rlverfront -as-a’ uniquely-situated
site for - new residential and -

recreatlonal/open sPace development.,

Stablllze and rev1ta11ze the hlstorlc
Fort Crailo “and Bath neighborhoods

for residential . - and. cOmpatible',~Ai
limited commerc1al uses. A
Stablllze : and ‘ rev1ta11ze : the
Rensselaer Downtown; . i.ed., the
central- - business - district and

shopping center 'a:ea;' for_ fmajor_:

retail, office -and -  related
act1v1t1es. . - o

Integrate the various waterfront area

land uses, provide recreation and

public access opportunities, and
preserve waterfront lands through the
development of an open space/trail
system extending fully from a Port

ITI-3
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area -ovetioekf"inn'T;the -'CityrsN

highly-industrial southern end to an
expansive open space/park area on

lands owned by RPI in the vicinity of

the Patroon Island (I- 90) ~Bridge. .

Allow the extension’ of proposed”*i
office park- development supportlve of -
the - Rensselaer . Technology ' Park -
southward from .the North Greenbush -
coastal * area' ‘into~ the '~ RPI-owned

northern extremes of the Rensselaer
Riverfront, provided .environmental
and access problems can be resolved.

FACILITATE ~ * THE . : SITING'-w'OF -
WATER-DEPENDENT " USES AND FACILITIES

ON OR ADJACEKT TO COAQTAL WATERS.“_Q

Malntaln all sultable 1ndustr1al land-
within -and contiguous to the Port

lands,. provide 'a- critical land
mass for marlne-dependent 1ndustr1al
development : S ; _

FURTHER: DEVELOP THE STATE'S MAJORTj“"T
PORTS ~OF ALBANY;: BUFEALO, NEW-“~ YORK,"*-" "«
OGDENSBURG.. AND OSWEGO AS  CENTERS OF - .
COMMERCE" - AND: INDUSTRY AND- ENCOURAGE-. - -
THE SITING, “IN 'THESE - PORT " AREAS,
INCLUDING . THOSE ¢ UNDER “THE
JURISDICTION “OFR: STATE?i‘PUBLICV“'“
AUTHORITIES,. OF LAND - USE .- AND" .

. DEVELOPMENT ‘WHICH " ‘18- ESSENTIAL TO, OR
IN =~ SUPPORT -OF,;“ THE" > WATERBORNE

TRANSPORTATION OF CARGO AND PEOPLE. _

>

Requlre_'commltments to '51gn1f1cant
near term improvements in land (i.e.,

vehicular) access to the: Port and
industrial area prior to the approval

of development actions  which may .
result in increased truck and related . -

traffic through the City's existing
residential neighbo;hoods; R

NOT APPLICABLE R ;
ENCOURAGE THE LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT
IN AREAS WHERE PUBLIC SERVICES AND

FACILITIES - ESSENTIAL -~ TO .- S5UCH
DEVELOPMENT ARE ADEQUATE. :
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f.P.QIi.Q}L_ﬁ_-

NOT INCLUDED IN THE LOCAL PROGRAM.

FISH AND WILDLIFE POLICIES

Policy 7.
Policy 8.

} Policy 10.
FLOODING AND
. E‘ !!! -I !;:! ! I -

"NOT APPLICABLE.

EROSION HAZARD POLICIES ~;}a:_,“

NOT APPLICABLE

PROTECT" FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCESf" -
IN - THE . COASTAL ;. AREA FROM - THE -
INTRODUCTION = OF HAZARDOUS WASTES AND -
OTHER POLLUTANTS WHICH BIOACCUMULATE .

IN THE FOOD. CHAIN OR WHICH = CAUSE
SIGNIFICANT  SUBLETHAL OR LETHAL

EFPFECT ON THOSE RESOURCES

EXPAND RECREATIONAL USE OF FISH AND;‘

WILDLIFE. RESOURCES IN COASTAL  AREAS

BY INCREASING ~ACCESS. - TO EXISTING,f
RESOURCES, "~ ' SUPPLEMENTING - EXISTING
STOCKS, AND DEVELOPING NEW RESOURCES."-

SUCH EFFORTS SHALL BE MADE. IN A

MANNER WHICH ENSURES THE PROTECTION -
OF . - RENEWABLE FISH AND WILDLIFE . -
RESOURCES. AND = . CONSIDERS. OTHER :

ACTIVITIES DEPENDENT ON THEM.AH__j

BUILDINGS ~ AND OTHER STRUCTURES WILLI;?
BE SITED. IN THE COASTAL AREA SO AS TO

MINIMIZE ~DAMAGE .TO PROPERTY AND THE

ENDANGERING ~OF HUMAN LIVES CAUSED BY

FLOODING AND EROSION.

NOT APPLICABLE

THE CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF;f’
EROSION  PROTECTION STRUCTURES SHALL .

BE UNDERTAKEN ONLY IF THEY HAVE A

REASONABLE PROBABILITY OF CONTROLLING;‘-;

EROSION FOR AT LEAST THIRTY ° (30)
YEARS, AS DEMONSTRATED BY DESIGN AND

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS AND/OR ASSURED

MAINTENANCE OR REPLACEMENT PROGRAMS.

The construction of erosion control
bulkheading, riprapping, sea wall
construction or reconstruction, or
piling installation including that

III-5
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‘necessary - to maintain the  navigable

channel of the Hudson River and  the

Port turning basin, shall meet.sound

construction practices and procedures
and be undertaken only if they have a
reasonable probablllty of functioning

as - demonstrated in. . design.. and
construction:standards and/or- assured
malntenance or replacement programs.wV'

ACTIVITIES AND DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING"
THE CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF
EROSION. PROTECTION STRUCTURES, .SHALL
BE UNDERTAKEN SO THAT THERE WILL BE -

NO MEASURABLE INCREASE  IN EROSION OR
FLOODING - AT- THE SITE OF. "SUCH

ACTIVITIES oR DEVELOPMENT OR AT. OTHERﬂ
LOCATIONS IMPACTED BY SUCH ACTIVITIEST‘

OR DEVELOPMENT.

NOT APPLICABLE.

'PUBLIC FUNDS SHALL ONLY BE USED FOR

EROSION PROTECTIVE STRUCTURES® WHERE

NECESSARY TO PROTECT HUMAN LIFE OR . . _
EXISTING. DEVELOPMENT, - AND " FOR™ "NEW™ .. .

DEVELOPMENT WHICH REQUIRES A LOCATION -~ = - . . . -
" WITHIN.  'OR. ADJACENT. - TO. -AN. EROSION .. . " > “.' '

HAZARD ~ AREA TO BE ABLE TO FUNCTION-

BUT ONLY WHERE THE PUBLIC BENEFITS = ..
OUTWEICH ., THE LONG-TERM. MONETARY ~AND =~ 7
OTHER...COSTS, INCLUDING THE POTENTIAL . . .
FOR INCREASING EROSION AND.' ADVERSE
EFFECTS ~ ON ' NATURAL PROTECTIVE“

FEATURES

 WHENEVER POSSIBLE, USE Nst"’Tiiti"c""fiiRAt:”" S
MEASURES . TO MINIMIZE. DAMAGE TO ..

NATURAL -~ RESOURCES AND PROPERTY “ FROM
FLOODING- -AND EROSION. SUCH’ MEASURES
SHALL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:; (A) THE

' SET-BACK OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES; =
.(B) THE..PLANTING OF VEGETATION- _AND

THE INSTALLATION OF SAND- FENCING AND

DRAINAGE; . (C) . .THE - RESHAPING ". OF ’

BLUFFS; - AND (D) THE FLOOD- PROOFING
OF BUILDINGS OR THEIR ELEVATION ABOVE
THE BASE FLOOD LEVEL.
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' GENERAL POLICY
Policy 18. TO SAFEGUARD THE ~VITAL ECONOMIC,'_

) SOCIAL, AND ENVIRONMENTAL . INTERESTS
OF = THE . STATE AND ITS = CITIZENS, .
. PROPOSED MAJOR ACTIONS IN THE COASTAL

AREA MUST GIVE FULL CONSIDERATION TO
THOSE ' .. INTERESTS, 'AND : ' TO . THOSE .
SAFEGUARDS  WHICH THE STATE .HAS

ESTABLISEED TO . PROTECT VALUABLE
COASTAL RESOURCE AREAS. - -

PUBLIC ACCESS POLICIES

Policy 19.

PROTECT, MAINTAIN AND INCREASE THE

- LEVELS AND TYPES OF ACCESS TO PUBLIC

WATER-RELATED RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

AND FACILITIES - SO. THAT - THESE
RESOURCES AND FACILITIES MAY BE FULLY
UTILIZED BY ALL THE PUBLIC IN ACCORD- - °
ANCE * WITH - . REASONABLY-ANTICIPATED -
PUBLIC RECREATION NEEDS AND THE PRO- "7 '
TECTION . OF. HISTORIC -~ AND " NATURAL
RESOURCES. IN PROVIDING SUCH ACCESS, *
PRIORITY. SHALL - BE GIVEN: TO PUBLIC - -~
BEACHES, " BOATING FACILITIES, FISHING_;; A

AREAS, AND WATERFRONT PARKS

Develop" a Port f_ ‘hArea f Overlook,l"

lncluding small. boat launch, as. a

facility . . for - ~passive,. -..and " -
- water- dependent actlve recreatlon ‘and
a  perspective from which. . Port: -
Cactivities on both’ shores of . the R
Hudson Rlver mlght be VIewed..H AT R

- Develop a Class 2 blkeway 11nk1ng the;f!f“

Port Area Overlook. through the Fort
Crailo. »nelghborhood ~and " Central
Business District to Riverfront Park
at its proposed Downtown entrance.

Extend development of Riverfront Park
to include proposed downtown entrance
and expanded parking and recreatlonal
fac111t1es. .

Prov1de‘ publlc . access  for
continuation of the Riverfront ogpen
space trail system  through the

Central  Riverfront,  the  School -

IT1I-7
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' RECREATION POLICIES o

'shorellne at the locatlon.

: Patroon Island Brldge
'idLlnk the Clty s River

- amenities and’ development ‘proposed in-

i OWNERSHIP.~»’

"Dlstrlct pr0perty and the Amtrakﬁ-
-‘property to 1ts 1mmed1ate north.,;;~ !

Acqurre ;an 1nterest ”ﬂln Amtrak' s. . III-26
River-most ' 'property’ “-to.. permit- .

develoPment of overlooks and open - .
unstructured - recreatlonal areas ‘with =t
direct’ raccess to..  the:: beach_llkeﬁ*:ﬁ;]“

| ‘Extend the Riverfront trall through af-ff-f-'.lII-ZG -

redeveloped northern Riverfront area[~~
including clustered housing and ‘a°
waterfront restaurant with assoc1ated_

' boat mooring and fishing pier at =
Bath : . IR, nhetul

Provlde_ a northern. focus £for the o III-26
City's Riverfront. .open space trail - "~
system by developing picnic areas and

active recreational facilities, such

as ball fields and tennis-courts, on L

the RPI lands north of  ~the. Barnet ~— .. .

Mills and extending to and beyond the[.uxk*

open’ spaceﬁ*‘
system . with - further recreatlonal,

the Town. of North. Greenbush under its.-
Local Waterfront*v»VRevitalizationf?
Progra.m. L o ST S U SR

AccEss o . EHE' . PUBLICLY OWNED.TQEg,f, IiI-27
'FORESHORE AND = TO LANDS ' INMEDIATELY - * .

ADJACENT. TO THE FORESHORE OR THE .~ -
WATER'S, EDGE THAT ARE PUBLICLY OWNED = 7

. SHALL =~ BE. PROVIDED: "IN MANNER,i”
_ COMPATIBLE WITH ADJOINING. USES. SUCH

LANDS SHALL BE RETAINED "IN PUBLIC7 AR

'WATER-DEPENDENT AND  WATER-ENHANCED © ~  III-28

RECREATION SHALL BE ENCOURAGED AND.
FACILITATED AND SHALL . BE. . GIVEN:
PRIORITY OVER NON-WATER-RELATED USES
ALONG THE COAST,  PROVIDED SUCH
RECREATION IS CONSISTENT WITH THE
PRESERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF OTHER

III-8 -
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HISTORIC AND
Policy 23.

AGRI CULTURAL

COASTAL, RESOURCES AND = TAKRES INTO

ACQOUNT DEMAND FOR SUCH FACILITIES.

IN FACILITATING. SUCH ACTIVITIES,
PRIORITY SHALL BE GIVEN 'TO AREAS

WHERE ACCESS TO . THE -~ RECREATION-

OPPORTUNITIES 'OF THE COAST CAN' BE

PROVIDED BY' NEW OR' EXISTING: - PUBLIC =
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES AND TO THESE"

AREAS WHERE THE USE OF THE SHORE IS

SEVERELY - RESTRICTED BY'*'EXISTING

DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOPMENT, WHENILOCATED ADJACENT TO

THE SHORE, SHALL - PROVIDE FOR
WATER-RELATED RECREATION, AS A
MULTIPLE  USE,  WHENEVER . SUCH

RECREATIONAL  USE IS APPROPRIATE IN -

LIGHT OF REASONABLY ANTICIPATED
DEMAND- FOR SUCH ACTIVITIES AND THE
PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THEVDEVELOPMENT. :

SCENIC RESOURCES‘POLICIES

PROTECT,‘“ EENHANCE “AND

HISTORY,"® ARCHITECTURE, ARCHEOLOGY, OR

- CULTURE: . 'OF’ 'THE - STATE,:E' ITSP;Z'

COMMUNITIES,IOR THE NATION. *
NOT AppLICABLE.'“ﬂ‘”“'”’ '
PROTECT, RESTORE AND ENHANCE NATURAL

AND MAN-MADE RESOURCES WHICH ARE NOT K .
IDENTIFIED AS--BEING OF ~ STATEWIDE .
SIGNIFICANCE BUT WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO -
THE SCENIC QUALITY OF THE COASTAL?

AREA.

LANDS POLICY

NOT APPLICABLE.

ENERGY AND ICE MANAGEMENT POLICIES .

Policy 27.

NOT APPLICABLE. |
NOT INCLUDED IN THE LOCAL PROGRAM.

III-9

. ‘'RESTORE
STRUCTURES, DISTRICTS, AREAS OR SITES = .
THAT, ARE OF . SIGNIFICANCE IN THE -
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o 1Nchdﬁﬁnffhf§ﬂﬂ'ibdAL"PROéﬁéﬂ}fj

WATER AND AIR RESOURCES POLICIES

4'NOT INCLUDED IN THE LOCAL PROGRAM. o

STATE - COASTAL AREA : POLICIES AND oo
PURPOSES. OF APPROVED LOCAL WATERFRONT:‘_Z-'
REVITALIZATION. PROGRAMS WILL ... BE .

CONSIDERED WHILE REVIEWING COASTAL

WATER - CLASSIFICATIONS . AND .= WHILE .

MODIFYING - WATER . QUALITY - STANDARDS;
HOWEVER, THOSE . - - WATERS  ALREADY

OVERBURDENED WITH CONTAMINANTS WILL - = -
BE RECOGNIZED AS BEING A DEVELOPMENT -

CONSTRAINT.,uw'
NOT APPLICABLE. .
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES WILL BE

USED  TO - ENSURE - THE- CONTROL OF

STORHWATER RUNOFF AND COMBINED SEWER

OVERFLOWS - DRAINING INTO.a_COASTAL e

WATERs.um_x_,w

AREAS.n-‘

. DREDGING AND' DREDGE '$POTL DISPOSAL IN_f+3;;

' COASTAL. WATERS WILL BE UNDERTAKEN IN. . .~
A MANNER- THAT. MEETS EXISTING =STATE. - . -
DREDGING:::PERMIT :; REQUIREMENTS, AND . . .

PROTECTS *. SIGNIFICANT . FISH AND . : .
WILDLIFE HABITATS SCENIC RESOURCES, -
NATURAL . - PROTECTIVE . FEATURES, -

IMPORTANT = AGRICULTURAL - LANDS, AND

WETLANDS.v""

IACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE SHIPMENT
AND ' STORAGE OF PETROLEUM AND OTHER
- HAZARDOUS MATERIALS WILL BE CONDUCTED-

IN- A MANNER THAT WILL PREVENT, OR AT
LEAST MINIMIZE  SPILLS INTO COASTAL
WATERS; ALL PRACTICABLE EFFORTS WILL
BE UNDERTAKEN TO EXPEDITE THE CLEANUP
OF - SUCH DISCHARGES AND RESTITUTION

III-10
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DISCHARGE OF WASTE MATERIALS FROM'ngiV III~-32
.VESSELS “ INTO COASTAL WATERS WILL BE = .- : :
LIMITED = SO AS TO: PROTECT SIGNIFICANT. -
.FISH .. AND . . WILDLIFE BABITATS, .

‘RECREATIONAL AREAS AND WATER: SUPPLY,;-QEf-
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FOR DAMAGES WILL BE REQUIRED WHEN
THESE SPILLS OCCUR. .

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 'WILL BE
UTILIZED TO MINIMIZE THE NON-POINT

DISCHARGE OF EXCESS - NUTRIENTS,
ORGANICS AND ERODED - SOILS INTO
COASTAL WATERS. : .

NOT INCLUDED IN THE LOCAL PROGRAM.

THE TRANSPORT, STORAGE, TREATMENT AND
DISPOSAL OF: SOLID WASTES,
PARTICULARLY HAZARDOUS WASTES, WITHIN
COASTAL AREAS WILL BE CONDUCTED IN
SUCH A MANNER SO AS TO PROTECT

GROUNDWATER "AND - SURFACE WATER

SUPPLIES, -~ SIGNIFICANT  FISH AND
WILDLIFE HABITATS, RECREATION AREAS,
IMPORTANT LAND AND SCENIC_RESOURCES.

- NdT‘INCLUDEb fN:TEEJLOCALzﬁﬁOGRAﬁ;,
: NOT‘INCLUDED IN THE EGCAL_PROGRAM.:
yor INCLUDED IN THE LOCAL_PROGRAM. N
H'NOT INCLUDED N THE LOCAL PROGRAM{:EEIE.

 PRESERVE. AND PROTECT TIDAL'; AND

FRESHWATER WETLANDS AND PRESERVE THE
BENEFITS DERIVED FROM  THESE LAND
AREAS. : - ; o
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The forty-four (44) State Coastal-Policies cited in the "New York

State : Coastal " Management Program -and- Final Environmental Impact
Statement”™ are - discussed’ “in~“this - section of ' the City's Local
Waterfront -Revitalization’ PrOgram.‘. Where - approprlate, State-
Policies have been elaborated upon in order to reflect spe01f1c
local conditions and concerns that were discussed in detail in the

» ] e (1981) and which serve as the basis
for the- “Proposed Land and Water Uses and Proposed Projects"
descrlbed in Section IV. ~ : : o

DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Policy 1. RESTORE, REVITALIZE, AND REDEVELOP DETERIORATED
AND UNDERUTILIZED WATERFRONT AREAS FOR COMMERCIAL
AND INDUSTRIAL, CULTURAL, RECREATIONAL AND OTHER
COMPATIBLE USES. S : : " . - -

_Rev1tallzatlon of the C1ty of Rensselaer s waterfront ‘area is.

vital ~to the City's overall strategy for community and economic
development - In. particular, = the "City  -seeks. to achieve. the
following: pollc1es w1tb1n 1t: waterrront area-,;x;j4 SR cos

Policy 1A. - Redeve10p the Albany Port Dlstrlct proPerty and
o "~ related vacant and tank farm lands as. an integral
part of a regional marine transportation facility
. and, thus, the industrial focus of the. C1ty s
’Local Waterfront Rev1tallzat10n Program.,+ _

EQJJJHL;lB._'~_“ Redevelop the } Clty g A Central Rlverfront

(generally defined  as. that area- 1nclud1ng the
Zappala Block, Huyck Felt, City Hall and AMTRAK
properties) as a focus ‘for commer01al sexpansion
w1th1n the Clty s LWRP.,;»-A TR SR

AEQ]iQK ]C;'_ fA' Redevelop the. Clty s Northern Rlverfront as a

uniquely-situated - site - for new residential and
recreational/open space development.

Policy 1D. Stabilize and revitalize the historic Fort Crailo
- and Bath neighborhoods for residential and
compatible 11m1ted commerc1al uses. . ‘

Policy 1E. Stabilize and rev1tallze the Rensselaer Downtown,
i.e., the central business district and shopping
center area, for maJor retall, off1ce and related

act1v1t1es.rw'
Policy 1F. Integrate. the various waterfront area land uses,
: provide recreation .. and -public  access

opportunities, and preserve ~waterfront lands
through - the development.of. an open. space/trail

ITI-13



system extendlng fully from a. Port area overlook-_
in’ the- Clty s: hlghly—lndustrlal southern end, to
an expan51ve open space/park area on lands. owned'_
by RPI in the v1c1n1ty of the Patroon Island L

(I 90) Brldge.;o-»a

Egligx_lg. AllOW'-the extens1on of proposed offlce parke'
. development  supportive  of . the': Rensselaer -

Technology" Park . Southward from the North
Greenbush .~ coastal area '~ into the RPI-owned

northern - extremes of the Rensselaer: Rlverfront,ff
provided env1ronmental and access problems can 'be .

resolved.;*

The city of Rensselaer through rts:;ﬁaterfront?'revitalization '

program has prlmary responsibility + for- implementing these
policies. In 'support of this local responsibility, Federal and
State government shall be gulded by the. follow1ng cr1ter1a- B

l. When a Federal or State actlon is proposed to take place in an,‘

urban waterfront area regarded as suitable for . deve10pment,
the followrng guldellnes w1ll be used.

a. Prlorlty should be glven to uses wh1ch are dependent on a
' 1ocatlon ad]acent to the water,._.: S

b. The - actlon should enhance exlstlng and ant1c1pated uses.

For example, a new- . highway  should be - designed and

constructed - 50 ‘as. to serve the potentlal access needs for -

} deslrable 1ndustr1a1 development-«'

e - The actlon should -seraﬁ"”'f'”
: 1nvestment 1n the area-

d. The - action should 1mprove the deterlorated condltlon of a
- site : and, at.: a mlnlmum, - must . not - cause  further

deterioration. - For '.example, a bulldlng could not be.

abandoned without protectlng it agalnst vandalism and/or
structural decllne, el T :

e. The actlon must 1ead to development Whlch is compatible
~ with the character of the area, with consideration given

-~ to scale, archltectural style, den51ty, and 1nten51ty of -

£, 'The actlonx shohldlihave'”the:potentialf-to Aimprove' the-

exlstlng economic - base of the community, and, at a

minimum, must™ ot “jeopardize ‘this-base: For - example, .

waterfront development meant to serve consumer needs would
be inappropriate in an area where no increased consumer
demands were expected and existing development was already
meeting demand;

III-14
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- The actlon should 1mprove adjacent and upland views of the
. water, and, at a minimum, must not’ affect these views in
,an 1nsen51tlve manner, L

h.  The" actlon"should have the potentlal to improve the
- potential for multlple uses of the 51te. S

2. If a State or Federal action is proposed to take place outside
of a given deteriorated, underutilized urban waterfront area
suitable for redevelopment, and is either within the relevant
community or adjacent Coastal communities, the - agency
proposing the action must first determine if it is feasible to
take the action within the deteriorated, underutilized ' urban
waterfront area in question. If such an action is feasible,
the agency should give strong consideration to '~ taking the

- action in that area. If not feasible, the agency must take-
o the appropriate steps’ to ensure that the actlon does not cause
. further deterloratlon of that area._;:. :

Policy 2.7 " FACILITATE THE SITING OF WATER-DEPENDENT USES AND

FACILITIES ON OR ADJACENT TO COASTAL WATERS.

' Redevelopment :'of the Albany " port DlStrlct property for;'
~active-marine dependent uses, fuller utilization of the petroleum i

terminals/tank farm: -area, “and ' the creation of public access

- opportunities throughout the Rensselaer Riverfront are"essentlalQ}V
~ water-dependent "uses- 1dent1f1ed 1n the C1ty s “Rlverfront oo
Development Plan (Flgure 2) ’ : ' s

‘The follow1ng uses’ and fac111t1es are cons1dered to_ ‘be Vaterf=

oepencent-

B l.’ Uses Wthh depend ‘on the utlllzatlon of recreatlon fOund 1n”

O

.. “coastal waters (for - example-' flshlng, mlnlng of ~sand’ and
"gravel)-. ' A S , oo

' 2. Recreational activities which depend on access to coastal

waters (for example: swimming, fishing, boating, wildlife
viewing); . i

3. Uses involved in the sea/land transfer of goods (for example:
docks, loading areas, pipelines, short-term storage
facilities); _' -

4. Structures needed for navigational purposes (for example:
signals, 1ighthouses)-‘ - S } _ :

5. Flood and erosion protectlon structures (for example:
_breakwaters, bulkheads)- - . S

ITI-15



6. _Fac111t1es needed to store and service boats and ships (for
a”example- marlnas, boat repalr, boat constructlon yards);

7. Uses that rely heav1ly on the waterborne transportatlon of raw

' materials  or products which are difficult to transport on
land,- thereby making. it: cr1t1cal that a s1te near to Shlpplng
facilities be obtalned ' N .

8. 'Uses Qwhlch operate under such severe tlme ‘constralnts ‘that
proximity - to. . shipping: facilities. becomes‘ critical (for-
example-- flrms proce551ng perlsbable foods) e

9. .Sc1ent1f1c/educat10nal act1v1t1es whlch, by thelr nature;

require access ‘to . coastal  waters (for example: certain

meteorologlcal and oceanographlc act1v1t1es)-' and

10. Support fac111t1es whlch ‘are. necessary for'_the successful

" functioning of ‘permitted water- dependent usés (for example:

parking lots, snack bars, first. aid stations;  short-term

storage facilities). Though these. uses must be near the glven.
water-dependent :uses, - they 'should as much as possible, “be"
sited inland from the water depencent use,'rather than on the_

.shore.-_”,.ﬁ

In :addltlon to water~dependent uses, uses whlch ‘are enhanced by a
waterfront location. should  be encouraged to * locate along the

shore, . though: not. at the expense of water-dependent uses. A

water-enhanced use is defined ‘as a use that has no critical
dependence on obtaining a waterfront ldcation,’ but the
profitability of the use and/or the enjoyment level of the  users
would be increased significantly if the use were adjacent to, or

had visual access to, the waterfront. A Lestaurant wvhich uses

good . site de51gn to. take .advantage of a waterfront Viéw, and. a
golf .- course  which: incorporates the.coastline’ into. the course
de51gn, are two examples of water—enhanced uses._~ fo

If there-'ls no’ 1mmed1ate demand for a water- dependent use” in., a
given area but:. a: future: demand. is reasonably foréseeable,
temporary non-water- dependent uses should be considered preferable
to a non-water- dependent use which involves an irreversible,  or
nearly-irreversible . commitment of land. . Parking . lots, passive
recreational facilities, outdoor: storage areas, or  non-permanent
structures are uses or facilities which would llkely be con51dered
as "temporary non—water-dependent uses._' .

To facilitate. development of these landp,uses?f_the City._lsf'

commrtted to the follow1ng pollcy

Eglicz ZA. ) Malntaln all sultable 1ndustr1a1 land within and
contiguous to .the Port lands, to provide a

critical. land mass for marine-dependent

industrial development.
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Policy 3. -~ .FURTHER DEVELOP -THE STATE'S:- - -MAJOR PORTS OF.
- ~ ALBANY, . BUFFALO, NEW YORK, OGDENSBURG AND OSWEGO
AS CENTERS OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY AND ENCOURAGE
THE SITING, IN THESE PORT AREAS, INCLUDING THOSE
UNDER THE JURISDICTION = OF STATE  PUBLIC
AUTHORITIES, OF LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT WHICH IS
"ESSENTIAL TO,.- OR IN SUPPORT OF, THE - WATERBORNE
TRANSPORTATION OF CARGO AND PEOPLE.-- :

The aim of this policy is to support the major port agenc1es, such
as the Albany Port District Comm1351on, in efforts to promote the
continued and increased Vltallty of major port areas. Three other
development policies discussed in this section of the City's Local"-
Waterfront  Revitalization ©Program, also - have . significant -
implications for development of the Port at Albany-Rensselaer, -
namely: .- water: dependency, concentratlon of oevelopment, and the

:expedltlng of permlt rev1ews.;”_:~ . o Los T T

While the full development of the port and 1ndustr1al areai in
Rensselaer for. marine-dependent - business, such as  a. possible
‘container shlpment facility, - is encouraged,. the-'residential
character of nearby areas must be protected._y,_ S Co

-RQliQZ;SA}T."‘?V“Requlre commltments to 51gn1f1cant near term
. +.%.:.% . .. improvements "in land (i.e., vehicular) access to
- fs 2 - the- Port: and: industrial - area - prior the

“efapproval of develoPment actions which may result _
in~ increased ' truck and related traffic " through
the Clty s exlstlng re31dent1al nelghborhoods.<;*

oA prOgram for 1mplement1ng Pollcy 3A is. dlscussed in detall in the

. City's ‘adopted "Transportation. Improvements ‘Policy Statement” -
- (1980). A copy of the statement is included as an Appendlx to

this  LWRP. = = : S S . o

If an action is proposed for a site within or abutting a major

port, or if there is a reasonable expectation that a pr0posed
action elsewhere would have an 1mpact on a major port, then -the
following . gu1de11nes shall be used in deternlnlng con51stency

l. In asse551ng proposed prOJects within or abuttlng a major
port, given that all other appllcable policies are adhered
to, the overriding consideration is the ' maintenance. and
enhancement of port activity; i.e., development related to
waterborne transportation, which will have precedence over
other, non-port—related act1V1t1es.v¢ -

2. Dredglng to maintain the economic viability of major ports
will be regarGed as an action of regional or statewide
public benefit if a clear need is shown for maintaining or
improving the established'alignment, width, and depth of
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existing 'cliannels ‘or for new. channels essential to.. port

j"aotivltyj““”and,' it -can be: demonstrated that ' environmental
- -impacts “would be acceptable accordlno to ‘State regulations
;;fgovernlng the act1v1ty." L T _ o v

rLandflll progects in the near-shore areas w1ll be regarded

‘an- acceptable ‘activity within- major port areas, provided
adverse environmental - impacts- are " acceptable under all
applicable environmental regulatlon and a strong economlc
justlflcatlon 1s demonstrated.1 o . . . .

CIf non—port related act1v1t1es are pr0posed to be located in
or near to a major port, these uses shall be 51ted S0 as not

to 1nterfere w1th normal port operatlons.

When not already restrlcted by - exlstlng laws or. ooVenants{

and - when there is no other overriding regional.or.statewide -

public beneflt for 001ng otherwise, . surplus public land or

facilities ' within .or .. adjacent to a major- port.. shall be:

" of fered- for sale, in- the flrSt 1nstance to the appr0pr1ate

port authorlty.,-.n.;«~~“

In the programmlng of capltal prOJECtS for':port 'areas,'

highest priority will be given to projects that promote the
development : and use of the port.  However, in determining
such priorities, consideration imust- also be given to

non-port-related ~interests: within or near the ports that

have demonstrated cr1t1cal capltal programmlng needs.

No bulldlngs, plers, wharves, or vessels shall be abandoned
or otherwise left unused by a public agency, or sold without

_?maklng provisions for their maintenance in souno condltlon,-4
©or. for thelr demolltlon or removal.xhpaf= L o

Proposals for' the deve10pment of new major ports will be
'-assessed in terms” of- the ant1c1pated 1mpact on: . a) existing,
-"New~ - York« State:: major ports, 27 b) "existing : modes of -

'transportatlon,:"iand c) the- surroundln lang --uses -and.

overall" neighborhood character of the area;in ‘which the
proposed port is to be lOCated' "and d) other valued coastal

: resources. ,'

Port develoPment shall "provide opportunities for public
access. insofar as these opportunities do not interfere with
the 'day-to-day operations of the: port and .- the . port
authorlty, and its tenants do not 1ncur unreasonable costs,
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"EQLIQEEQL“;;‘:P Not 1nclwde”
, FISH AND WILDLIFE POLICIES

.’pﬁliﬁiil,juf;" N}Not appllcable S _ _
Policy 8. pE'PROTECT FISH"AND WILDLIFE . RESOURCES 1IN THE |

Eﬁligi_i-p' . ENCOURAGE ATHE LOCATION OF DEVELOPMENT IN AREAS'

.WHERE PUBLIC SERVICES AND' FACILITIES ESSENTIAL TO
SUCH DEVELOPMENT ARE ADEQUATE :

Several policies are d1rected to the. fuller  utilization of
existing public service and facility investments through the
revitalization and fuller utilization of existing .developed areas
within its waterfront area. These include Policies 1A and 3A,
recommending " the redevelopment and fuller utilization of the
Albany - Port District property and related industrial lands in the
south of the City; Policy 1D, recommending the revitalization of
the "Fort Crailo and Bath neighborhoods;. Policy 1E, recommending
the 'revitalization and infill development-of Rensselaer Downtownj;

- and Policy 1F, recommendlng the development of an open space/trail

system throughout the City's coastal’ area,’. linking existing
nelghborhoods and new development sites. . En addltlon, Policies 1B
and = 1C: recommend - redevelopment within the City's. central ' and

”northern waterfront areas,. respectlvely,ﬂ. where " essent1a1

infrastructure and. other support facilities are either available

or - readily extendable. Lastly, should development prbceed on the _”
‘North Greenbush Waterfront in accérdance with the Town's LWRP, the -

City .recommends in Policy 1G' that ‘proposed utilities be . extended

'several hundred feet southward into the .City of Rensselaer so that .

an-office park component. related to the Rensselaer Technology Park .=
can be developed there. : : _ i

in the local program.*

: A COASTAL . AREA FROM THE INTRODUCTION OF .- HAZARDOUS

. WASTES - AND OTHER POLLUTANTS WHICH BIOACCUMULATE

~ IN THE FOOD 'CHAIN OR WHICH CAUSE SIGNIFICANT
SUBLETHAL OR LETHAL EFFECT ON THOSE RESOURCES.

Hazardous wastes are unwanted by products of manufacturing
processes and are generally characterized as being £flammable,
corrosive, reactive, or toxic. More spec1f1cally, hazardous waste
is defined in Environmental Conservation Law [ 27-0901.3] as "a
waste or combination of wastes’ which because of its quantity,
concentratlon, or physical, chemic¢al or infectious characterlstlcs
may: (a) cause, or 31gn1f1cantly contribute to an increase in.
mortality or an increase in serious - irreversible, or.
incapacitating reversible illness; or b) pose a substantial
present -or potential hazard to human health or the environment
when improperly: treated, stored, = transported, disposed or
otherwise managed". A list of hazardous wastes has been adopted

by DEC (6 NYCRR Part 371).
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In the' City ’‘of Rensselaer, ‘ho_solid or liguid wastes - shall “be = -

discharged into any public. sewer, prlvate sewage disposal system,
stream, or on or into the ground, except in strict accordance with
the standards - approved by the Rensselaer. County Department. of
Health or other duly—empowered agency.m; s T

Bgllgz_g;_“ f*‘“”EprND RECREATIONAL USE" OF FISH AND WILDLIFEjj{
. ' RESOURCES 'IN COASTAL AREAS BY INCREASING - ACCESS

STOCKS, = AND .DEVELOPING-° NEW RESOURCES.. SUCH

EFFORTS = SHALL BE MADE IN A MANNER WHICH. ENSURES

THE PROTECTION_ OF RENEWABLE FISH AND WILDLIFE
 'RESOURCES ~* "AND' |CONSIDERS =~ OTHER"  ACTIVITIES '
~ DEPENDENT ON THBM._ g S R

The ' City's ' proposed Riverfront open Space/trall SYStem includes

TO ° EXISTING RESOURCES, SUPPLEMENTING EXISTING =

several.’ opportunltles for increased access to fish and - w1ldlifezf‘

resources _within. the- coastal area.A As detailed in- Sectlon v, .
these * include the development '0f a Port Overlook park and. . small;*
boat. launch ' immediately | south:of the ' Port District's turning
basin, Phase 2 1mprovements to ‘Rensselaer Riverfront ~“"Park, ‘an
improved ' small boat launch and mooring facilities in the north of

the City within the Bath nelghborhood, ‘and the overall: prOV151on};
of a Riverfront trail system, as recommended by POllCY 1F.; S

Recreational uses of coastal fish and wildlife resources include
consumptive uses such-‘as ‘fishing, and non-consumptive uses such as-
wildlife photography, bird watching,” and nature study. Any
efforts to increase recreational use of these resources will be
made in a manner which ensures the protection. . of fish and wildlife
resources in freshwater coastal areas and which  takes into.
~consideration. other activities dependent . on. ‘these resources. .
Also, such efforts must: be. 'done in:accordance’ w1th existing State"
law. and in keeplng w1th sound resource management considerations. -
Such considerations  include” biology. of " “the” _sPec1es, carrying
capacity of the:,resourceh publlq:demand,ticosts and avallableA
technology._~ e 2ES0R _?J_L_xflnjddf,.f, pteb .

The follow1ng add1t10nal guldellne should be con51dered by local

State and . Federal agencies as they determine the consistency. Offf'

their proposed action with the above policy: Consideration should
be made by Federal, State ‘and local agencies as to. whether an
action will impede ‘existing or future utlllzatlon of the State s
recreatlonal flsh and w1ldllfe resources.;-'A '

FLOODING AND EROSION HAZARD'POLICIES‘;fQ

EQ]jgy 11. = BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES WILL BE SITED IN
THE COASTAL AREA SO AS TO MINIMIZE DAMAGE TO
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The

PROPWRTY AND THE - ENDANGERING OF HUMAN LIVES
CAUSED BY FLOODING AND EROSION.

provisions‘,of the Natlonal Flood ,Insurance _Program. apply

within the City's flood-prone areas, as identified and mapped by
the Federal Insurance Administration. . The following standards for

land.

use and development act1V1ty within designated . flood-prone

areas are stated by the City's "Flood Damage Protection Ordinance”
(March 1980):

"STRUCTURE - OR USE. IN THE FLOOD-FRINGE AREAS. All  uses
within the. Flood-Fringe (FF-0) Overlay District shall  be
reviewed for .compliance .'with . the .following additional
standards, - as: certified - to by a reglstered architect or
licensed profe551onal englneerr»~»u. S

A a.'7All structures shall be des1gned and anchored to prevent

- flotation,: collapse or lateral movement due to £flood
'_water related forces.,ﬁ,rgﬁhgl,,a.‘_,. . e

b. All constructlon materlals and utlllty equlpnent used
- shall be re51stent to. flood damaoe.:' _ »

-_o;; Constructlon practlces and methods shall be employed:

whlch mlnlmlze potentlal flood damage.

-d.: All publlc utllltles and fac111t1es shall be located and

“constructed to- mlnlmlze or ellmlnate potentlal floodv
damage. C -

e. -Adequate dralnage shall be prov1ded to reduce exposure :

to. flood hazards.:

f. All water 'supply and sewaoe dlsposal systems shall be
designed to. - minimize. or  eliminate flood water
infiltration or dlscharges into the flood waters.

g. All new - re51aent1al " construction or . substantial
improvements to residential structures shall have the
lowest floor (including basement) elevated to at least
one (1) foot above’ the Water level of the one hundred

(100) year flood.

h. All new non-resldentialf construction or- substantial'
improvements. to such non-residential structures shall
have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated to
at least one (1) foot above the water level of the one
hundred (100). year "flood or, as -an alternative, be
flood-proofed up ' to that same water level, including
attendant utlllty and sanltary fac111t1es. o :
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A marine

No use shall be permltted, 1nclud1ng f111 dredglng or'

i.
excavation activity, unless = the appllcant has
. demonstrated that the proposed use, in combination with
, all - other existing and anticipated uses, will not raise
o fthe ‘'water level of the one hundred (100) year flood moret~,v.
' I than one (1) foot at any p01nt “-”—‘-.._ SELO S
Policy 12. Not appllcable.“f_
BQliQZ_lii_ 'j'THE CONSTRUCTION OR RECONSTRUCTION OF EROSION
o - PROTECTION: STRUCTURES SHALL BE UNDERTAKEN ONLY IF
THEY HAVE A REASONABLE PROBABILITY OF CONTROLLING -
EROSION - “FOR AT ' LEAST - THIRTY - (30) -YEARS; AS
DEMONSTRATED BY DESIGN AND 'CONSTRUCTION- STANDARDS
AND/OR ASSURED MAINTENANCE OR  REPLACEMENT
‘PROGRAMS.R’ : el T
Poiicy 13A. . The constructlon of er0510n control bulkheadlng,
: riprapping, - . 5sea. . :-wall = construction or

:'reconstructlon,; or plllng installation including:
that = necessary to maintain the navigablé channel

. of- the Hudson R1ver and the Port turning basin,

‘“shall ‘méet’” sound’ " ‘construction'practices- and
procedures " ~and be’ undertaken ‘only if they have a

. reasonable - probablllty of functioning- as
L demonstrated in- de51gn and constructlon standards
" and/or” assured malntenance “.~or --replacement

prOgrams. -

structure is any structure which, either directly or

indirectly, interacts ~with marine or estuarine waters of  the
State of New. York.. . Marine- structures include but are not limited

to docks,

catwalks, ramps, floats, bulkheads, retaining. walls,.

wave baffles, piers, piles, . jetties, groins, - buoys, sewage

treatment

plants, sewage outfalls, statlonary or '‘semi-permanent

barges, ~and’ artlflclally—created marshes.f -An »example of a

structure’

‘which  directly’” 1nteracts ‘with " marine or  estuarine

waters . would be -a  dock. or floating dock.:- An- example of a

structure

which’ 1nd1rectly interacts with marine or estuarlne

water ‘would be a retaining wall above mean high water, which .

dIIECt

contact. with marine or estuarine water only durlng

' storm ‘events. " The purpose of this policy is to ensure that such

structures

fulflll their 1ntended function without any - adverse

environmental effects . on - or  adjacent to “the structure. site,

w1th1n the

Standards'

structures

des1gn 11fe of the structure._

for the ~Gofistruction © and = maintenance of{ marine
can be found in the follow1ng publications:

1. Shore Protection Manual (U.S. “Army Corps of Engineers);

ki
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2. Low-Cost Shore Protection (U.s.. Army Corps of Englneers)

3. Coastal . Structures Handbook Serles _(New York, Sea Grant
Institute); '

4. Vegetation for Tidal Shoreline. Stabilization in the
Mld-Atlantlc States (USDA/5011 Conservatlon Serv1ce)

5. Seawall and Revetment Effectlveness, Cost and Construction
(Florida Sea Grant College, Report $6); :

6. - Compatlblllty ‘of ' Borrow - Materlal for Beach Fills (U. S.
" Army  .Corps- of Engineers, CERC- TM—GO, 1975) or (Dean R.G. in
14th Annual CEC pp.. 1319-1333). 3 , :

Policy 14. - ACTIVITIES - AND. DEVELOP'M'ENT,' INCLUDING- THE

CONSTRUCTION - OR .RECONSTRUCTION @ OF..  EROSION _ -

.. - PROTECTION . STRUCTURES, SHALL BE UNDERTAKEN SO .
THAT. THERE WILL BE-NO MEASURABLE‘ INCREASE' IN
EROSION . . OR.. FLOODING AT - THE .SITE  OF ' SUCH

B ACTIVITIES -OR DEVELOPMENT OR AT OTHER. LOCATIONS_i}F.
1IMPACTED BY . SUCH ACTIVITIES OR DEVELOPMENT.V_;;ZZ,v{lf.

The C1ty w1ll apply fully the pr0V1510ns of the Natlonal Floodf“
Insurance Program in-the review of activities - and development

within:. the Clty s-flood-prone areas. Procedures and standardsq_{]
are detailed. in the:City's "Flood’ Damage Protection. ' Ordinamce.™:6 .. -
All development either. w1th1n the. Flood Frlnge Overlay District .. .-
or within ~one hundred (100) feet of the high. water: nark of the 7 "~

Hudson - River is also subject to. special permit. review under the
City's ZOnlng Law.: Refer to Pollcy 11 for. fuller dlscuss10n.: L

Bglisx;li. . fitNot appllcable.
~ Policy 16. . PUBLIC FUNDS SHALL ONLY BE " USED FOR EROSION

. PROTECTIVE STRUCTURES. WHERE NECESSARY TO PROTECT
HUMAN LIFE OR EXISTING DEVELOPMENT, AND FOR NEW
DEVELOPMENT WHICH REQUIRES A LOCATION WITHIN: OR-
ADJACENT TO AN EROSION HAZARD AREA TO BE .ABLE TO
FUNCTION; BUT ONLY WHERE THE PUBLIC BENEFITS
OUTWEIGH THE LONG-TERM MONETARY AND OTHER COSTS,
INCLUDING THE POTENTIAL FOR INCREASING EROSION

- AND ° ADVERSE- EFFECTS ON NATURAL PROTECTIVE

FEATURES.

Public funds are used for a Varlety of purposes on the State's

'shorelines.“. ‘This policy recognizes the public need for the

protection of human life and existing investment in development
or nevw development which requires a location in proximity to the
coastal area or 1in adjacent waters to be able to function.
However, it also recognizes the adverse impacts of such
activities and development on the rate of erosion and on natural
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protective - features, and requires that carefnl analfsis be made

of such benefits and 1ong—term costs prior to expendlng pUbllc _

funds.

Rgligz;lz.f . WHENEVER?JPOSSIBLE}uUSE NONSTRUCTURAL MEASURES TO .
.. MINIMIZE DAMAGE TO.NATURAL RESOURCES AND PROPERTY .

- FROM': FLOODING AND EROSION. SUCH MEASURES SHALL
INCLUDE - THE" "FOLLOWING: = (A); =~ THE: SET-BACK OF

.BUILDINGS “AND.. STRUCTURES" (B) THE PLANTING:- 'OF

PR VEGETATION AND-THE -INSTALLATION OF SAND FENCING
~ ~ AND~ DRAINAGE'~ {C): THE RESHAPING OF BLUFFS; - AND

(D) THE FLOOD-PROOFING -OF. BUILDINGS OR THEIR

'ELEVATION ABOVE THE BASE FLOOD LEVEL.

This pollcy recognlzes both the potentlal adverse impacts. of -
flooding ‘and erosion upon development and upon natural protective

features in the: coastal ‘area as-well as the considerable costs of
" protection . “against . those. hazards® -which- ‘structural measures
generally ..entail. Thls pollcy should, therefore, apply to the
"planning; de51gn and "siting: of-all: proposed activities and

development; - 1nclud1ng measures to-protect ex1st1ng act1v1t1es '

and development

'As 'st ted: in the-discussion ofgﬁoliciés?11 andﬁ14.

subdivision review powers, will 'bé utilized to ensure - consistency

with © this policy. " To ascertain’ con51stency w1th ‘the policy,. . it . a

must  be determlned 1f any.  one; or a - combination of,
non-strictural measures ‘would afford the degree  of protectlon
appropriate ‘both to the character and purpose of the activity or
development, and to the hazard. If non-structural measures are

determined to offer sufficient. protection, then consistency with -

this pollcy would requlre the use of such measures, whenever

possible.. Further,, the “erosion: hazard ‘aspects of Policy .17, -

“involving - spec1al er051on hazard areas dellneated by NYSDEC, aret

caveRaL RoOLICY.

Policy 18. . 7° " 'TO  SAFEGUARD THE VITAL ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND

ENVIRONMENTAL '~ INTERESTS * OF -THE STATE AND ITS
CITIZENS, PROPOSED MAJOR ACTIONS IN THE COASTAL
~ AREA MUST GIVE PULL  CONSIDERATION TO THOSE

. INTERESTS, ‘AND TO -~ THOSE SAFEGUARDS WEICH THE
" STATE HAS ESTABLISHED- ‘TO PROTECT VALUABLE COASTAL

",”RESOURCE AREAS. ' . o
?r0posed fmajor' actlons w1th1n the coastal area should only "be
undertaken if they do not significantly impair.wvaluable coastal

waters and resources, and thus frustrate the. achievement of the .

goals and safeguards the State has established to protect those
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. discussed  in Policy 9; . actlve_.f ol
" importantly, - open space/trail’ 11nkages befween ‘these  facilities’

waters and resources. In particular, proposed actions should

:take 1into account the overall social, economic and environmental

interests’ of the State and its citizens in matters that would
affect natural resources, recreation, navigation, land
transportation, and other factors. The City further maintains
that any action occurring within the coastal area shall be

.reviewed wunder the State Envirommental Quality Review (SEQR)

procedure forvcohsistency with coastal plans and policies.

PUBLIC ACCESS POLICIES

Rgligz_lﬂ. o 'PROTECT,' MAINTAINT’AND’INCREASEfTHE; LEVELS AND
: g TYPES-~ OF. " :ACCESS: TO * PUBLIC ° ‘WATER-RELATED
RECREATIONAL RESOURCES. AND FACILITIES SO THAT
THESE RESOURCES AND FACILITIES 'MAY BE FULLY
UTILIZED BY ALL THE PUBLIC. IN ACCORDANCE WITH
_REASONABLY—ANTICTPATED PUBLIC ' RECREATION NEEDS
'AND  THE PROTECTION ‘OF = EISTORIC AKD NATURAL
RESOURCES. = IN PROVIDING SUCH ACCESS, PRIORITY
SHALL BE GIVEN TO - PUBLIC  BEACHES, BOATING

FACILITIES, FISHING AREAS, AND WATERFRONT PARKS

Water¥felateQi-recreatlon resources 'and fac111t1es. c0ns1dere&Q
priorities. . for. 1mproved access ;. along Rensselaer's ' Hudson®

Riverfront: 1nc1ude fishing | areasmand boatlngF facilities,
; ~parks, - and;

to optimize the use of these resources. ' The City and otherﬁv
governmental ageéncies should remove - exlstlng barriers to accessi. -
(both = physical and  institutional).’ -and facilitate new:
opportunities and alternative modes . of aocess, including

_pedestrlan/blcycllct, vehicular and marine.) .

Shoreline access shall be provided.if_the’pr0posed office park
development, supportive ‘of the Rensselaer Technology Park, is

A constructed.J

The follow1ng publlc access/recreatlonal resource pollc1es will
be achieved within the Clty s coastal area-' - : S

BQliﬂi;iﬁA;;f,L"'Develop, a Port Area Overlook,' inclndingv“small
... boat 1launch, as a. fac111ty for~“passive%~and
water—dependent ' actlve récreation- - rand:

"f perspective from -which’ _Port act1v1t1es on both
-shores of - the Hudson Rlver mlght be v1ewed

Policy 19B. - Develop ‘a ‘Class . 2 blkeway llnklng the Port Area
Overlook through the Port Crailo neighborhood and
Central Business District to Riverfront Park at
its proposed Downtown entrance. .
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Rglioy:iQCZ”.".f*Extend development of Rlverfront Park to include Lo
- o "'proposed downtown entrance and expanded parklng' e
and. recreatlonal fac111t1es.

Policy 19D. . ProvldeA publlc 'access for continuation of the
~ Riverfront open space trail system through the

Central Riverfront, the School District property

~and tne Amtrak property to 1ts 1mmed1ate north. =

EQlisz_lQE.: . 'Acqulre an 1nterest in Amtrak' - River-most
... property . to permit development of overlooks and
open ~ unstructured - recreational - areas with

district access to the beachfllke_shoreline at
ﬂmlowtmnp“’”‘ Lol T

Policy 19F. . .- Extend the Riverfront trail through a. redeveloPed
e - .2». 7" northern: Riverfront® “area, . including - clustered

- - housing :. and ... a. - waterfront restaurant with
; assoc1ated boat moorlng and flShlng pier at Bath

Policy 19G. - = 'Prov1de - a northern focusi ‘for the - City's
. .. .;: Riverfront: open space trail system by developing
’-'p1cn1c areas and active ‘recreational facilities,
© .such as ball fields and tennis. courts; on the RPI
©:lands - north-of theé Barnet- Mills and extendlng to
]uand beyond the Patroon Island Brldge._qru..lv g

"Rolicy JI3H. Link the Clty s Rlverfront open ‘space system Wlth
: . . . further  ‘recreational amenities and develo;ment

proposed in the Town of North Greenbush under its

Local Waterfront Rev1ta11zat10n Program._ _

The f0110w1ng guldellnes‘ will be - used v1n deternlnlng the :
- consistency of a proposed action w1th thlS pollcy - o B

1. . The exlstlng access from adjacent or proxlmate public 'lands
r. facilities to public water-related recreatlon resources
and facilities shall not be reduced, nor - shall * the
possibility of increasing the access in: the future- from
adjacent . or  proximate pub11c lands or fac111t1es to public
’ water—related recreation ! resources ' and facilities be
eliminated, : unlesS‘iln the. latter: cases’ estlmates of future
use .of these resources and- facilities are too low to justify
maintaining or providing increased public access or unless
such actions are found to be necessary or beneficial by the
public body ‘having jurlsdlctlon over such access as the
result - of.. a. reasonable justlflcatlon of the need to meet
v systematlc objectlves.gs- oL . A
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2, Any proposed progect to increase public access to public
water-related recreation resources and facilities shall be
analyzed accordlng to the followrng factors:

; a. . The__level._of access to be provrded should be in
" ..  accordance . with estlmated public use. 'If not, the-

- proposed- -level of access to be provrded shall be deemed
1ncon51stent w1th the pollcy._- e :

b. The level of access to be provrded shall not cause a
o .degree of" use which . would exceed the physical capability. -
- of the:resource:or fa0111ty. If this were determined to
be the case,.- the proposed level of -access- to be provided

. shall be deemed 1ncon51stent with the pollcy. :

3. The. State 'w1ll not” undertake or fund. ‘any progect which
increases access to a hater—related resource or fac111ty that
is not open to all menbers of the publlc.;..- :

Rolicx_zg.7<- v'ACCESS TO THE . PUBLICLY- OWNED .FORESHORE AND TO

.- LANDS':- IMMEDIATELY * ADJACENT TO THE FORESHORE OR"

-, - -/THE WATER'S. EDGE -THAT ARE PUBLICLY OWNED SHALL BE

PROVIDED - IN. A MANNER COMPATIBLE WITH ADJOINING

. USES. . SUCH . LANDS" SEALL BE RETAINED CIN PUBLEC
'.OWNERSHIP.;u,gg;gg._ S : o

The concept of the Rlvetfront open space trall and the ' -
development .of key access p01nts from the developed communlty to,.
this ‘trail . system - (i.e:. at the proposeéd Port Aréa. Overlook, .
within the . Fort Crailo neighborhood and Rensselaer Downtown at

Riverfront. park, at the Rensselaer Junior-Senior High School, at

Bath and as an. extension of the RPI  Technology -Park development)_ o

provides for a high level of linear and nodal public access to

the foreshore for both Clty residents within and beyond the

coastal area, as  well as the users and occupants of new
facilities which are recommended in Policies 1B, 1C and 1G, and
detalled in the Sectlon IV, “Proposed Land and Water Uses Plan.

Whlle such publlcly—owned lands referenced in the pollcy shall be
retained - in public ownership, traditional sales of easements- on
lands underwater : to. adJacent on-shore 'property owners are . =

consistent with. thlS "policy, prov1ded such easements do not;i_ﬁ

substantially interfere with continued public use of- the public
lands on which-the easement is granted. .Also, public use of such
publicly-owned underwater lands and- lands immediately adjacent to.
the @ shore -shall be. dlscouraged where such . use would be
inappropriate for reasons of public safety, military securlty, or :
the protectlon of fraglle coastal resources. _ ‘
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RECREATION POLICIES -

Policy 21. WATER-DEPENDENT AND WATER-ENHANCED RECREATION
' '~ SHALL BE ENCOURAGED AND FACILITATED AND SHALL BE
GIVEN PRIORITY OVER NON-WATER-RELATED USES ALONG

THE COAST, PROVIDED SUCH RECREATION IS CONSISTENT

WITH THE PRESERVATION AND ENHANCEMENT OF OTHER
COASTAL RESOURCES AND TAKES INTO ACCOUNT DEMAND
- FOR SUCH FACILITIES. . IN FACILITATING SUCH .
"ACTIVITIES, - 'PRIORITY: SHALL BE GIVEN:. TO AREAS:

" WHERE. ACCESS TO THE RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES - OF

THE-* COAST .- CAN-~. BE' PROVIDED BY NEW “ OR : EXISTING

- PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SERVICES AND TO THESE AREAS

WHERE THE USE OF THE SHORE IS SEVERELY RESTRICTED

'ZBY EXISTING DEVELOPMENT. f'V”

See dlscu551on of Pollcy 19. ,
" Policy 22. If_'DEVELOPMENT,_ WHEN LOCATED 'ADJACENT TO THE SHORE,
: .7l SHALL" PROVIDE FOR WATER-RELATED- RECREATION, AS A |
. MULTIPLE -, USE, ‘WHENEVER SUCH 'RECREATIONAL USE IS
”ijPPROPRIATE IN'* LIGHT OF REASONABLY . ANTICIPATED:
DEMAND - "FOR! SUCH *ACTIVITIES ~ AND THE PRIMARY_
PURPOSE OF THE DEVELOPMENT., R : :

_ Bulldlng upon the example set by the City's ex15t1ng Rlverfront ey
Park; "’ whlch‘has been madé pogsible’ by the” development of: hlghwayfv**gﬂf
rlght—of—Wayﬁ‘lands “for“recreational purposes; multiple  use-iof .
other' 'sites for~ recreatlonal ‘purposes in accordance with - localfﬂﬂf
coastal management objectlves and the illustrated "Proposed Land -
and Water Uses Plan” will bé-required.’- These 0pportun1t1es have
previously’ been 1dent1f1ed w1th1n th1s LWRP as: Policies ~19A -
through 19H E L : : :"-j‘,'*ﬁ’m_ﬁ s

Developments often present pract1ca1 opportunltles for prov1d1ng'!
recreation facilities ‘as; an additional -use of -the - site or .-
facility. Therefore, whéenever developments are located adjacent
to the shore, they should, to the fullest extent permitted by’
existing 1law, provide for some form of water—related -recreation
use unless there are’ compelllng reasons why any form of = such -
recreation  ‘would not be compatlble with the develoPment, or a::
reasonable demand for publlc use cannot be foreseen.ﬁ¢,¢ ¥:=a#

The types j development‘“ Wthh “ean- generallyT prov1defjl
water-related recreatlon‘as a multiple use 1nc1ude, but:-are . not "~
limited to the following: © parks, ‘highways, power plants, utility -
transmission rights of way, sewage treatment facilities,- mental -
health facilities, hospitals, prisons, schools/universities;
military facilities, nature preserves, large residential
subdivisions, shopping center, and office buildings.
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Prior to takJng action relatlve to- any development, consultation
should. occur with the State Office of Parks, Recreation, ‘and
Historic ~Preservation, and if there is' an approved local
waterfront program with the munlclpallty in which the development
is to locate,i to determine appropriate‘recreation 'uses.. The -
agency ' should- prov1de OPRHP and :the mun1c1pa11ty the 0pportun1ty
to part1c1pate in pr03ect plannlng. oo a .

The - 51t1ng or de51gn of new publlc develoPment in a manner wh1ch
woulg result in a barrier to the recreational use of a major
portion of a communlty s shore should be avolded much as

;practlcable.

Among the types of water—dependent recreatlon, "proviSion: of -
adequate boatlng services to~ meet future .demand is to be
encouraged by = this Program. The: siting of boating- facilities-

- must  be con51stent with- preservatlon and énhancement of other
_coastal - resources and with their capacity to accommodate demand.-~:‘
- The provision " of new publlc boating facilities is essential = -
- meeting - this. demand, but ‘sSuch- ‘public’ “actions - should” av01dtf"
: competltlon w1th prlvate ‘boating- development. Boatlng.facilities
5'w111, as appr0pr1ate, include ‘parking,- park llke Surroﬁndings¥$;“
' t01let fac111t1es, and pump~out facil;tr“*- - R

L <
HISTORIC AND SCENIC RES@Uﬁ%;S POLICIES - SN
IEEJKﬂLJer'”C”"*PROTECT, ' ENHANCE ' AND = RESTORE ' STRUCTURES,

DISTRICTS,  AREAS OR SITES THAT ARE OF
.SIGNIFICANCE "IN THE'  HISTORY, °~'ARCHITECTURE,
‘ARCHEOLOGY, . OR CULTURE OF THE STATE, ITS .
COMMUNITIES, OR THE NATION._:; NS L
As rev1ta11zatlon occurs- w1th1n the Clty s bu51nesswdlst’1ct, and
in the Fort Crailo and Bath 'neighborhoods (see Policies 1D and 1E . -
respectlvely), suitable rehabilitation standards, as detailed in =
the City's. Biye;fxgn;_ngzelgpmgnt_zlgn, 'shall be followed and -
enforced through protective zoning controls and-the pursuit. of -
potential National Register designation of one or more of these
areas, -so that these resources are recognlzed, malntalned and

enhanced.

The structures, districts, areas: or sites that are of
significance. in the history, architecture, archaeology or culture’
of the State, its communities, or the Nation comprise the
follow1ng resources:. o . S o - ; '

1. A resource on, nomlnated to be on, .or determlned ellglble to -
be on the National or State Registers of Historic -Places..
Within the cCity, National Register properties include Fort
Crailo and the Aiken House within the Fort Crailo
Neighborhood, and. the Patroon. Agent's House at Bath.
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'Addltlonally proposed for nomlnatlon to the. Natlonal Reglster’
are the Fort Crailo .and Bath nelghborhoods.t. o . '

2. A local landmark, park,_j or 1ocally—de51gnated hlstorlc
district - that is located within the boundary of an approved
local waterfront revitalizatién ‘program.. currently, the Fort
Crailo and Bath  neighborhoods -  fall within  this
locally—de51gnated resource category.- R

3. BAn archeolog1ca1 resource Whlch is on the State Department of_;
Educatlon S. 1nventory of archeologlcal SlteS-,;; : :

The Clty s Zonlng Law ‘has de51gnated the Fort Crallo and*'Bath ’
nelghborhoods within .the Historic.  Residential and Historic
Commercial zoning - districts.: Artlcle IV(H) of the Zonlng Law
spec1f1cally prov1des for . detailed. pro:ect review ' and the
.issuance. by the Plannlng Board of -'a. Certlflcate of
Appropriateness "before any . 1mprovements are .made on any publlc'

or private property ‘or - public . .place- within the Hlstorlc
Res1dent1al and Hlstorlc Commerc1a1 dlstrlcts.;r§p:*,hr;_

‘ Standards ,whlch gulde the Plannlng'Board 1n 1ts c0ns1derat10n of;;
: 11 L S

. b. ; of thedsurroundlng area._éf

c.A”General c mpatlblllty : , 1arrangement,A
texture: and materials proposed to be used T :

da. Other factors, 1nclud1ng aesthetlc, deemed pertlnent

The - standards 1ncluded w1th1n the Zonlng Law only ’apply to
exterior features and not to the consideration’ of 'interior
arrangements, _except when elther publlc bu;ld;ngs;, __publlc
funding are involved. : }.. T N ”-1_

In addition,l,ln 1ts rehabllltatlon a351stance efforts the City
has applled, and will continue to apply, the Secretary of the
Interlor s rehabllltatlon standards. _ L

leen the poss1b111ty of archeologlcally s1gn1f1cant 51tes w1th1n
the waterfront area,. public agencies shall contact the N.Y.S.
Office of Parks, Recreation,. . and Historic ©Preservation to
-determine appropriate protectlve measures to be 1ncorporated 1nto
the development dec1s1ons._A;] e L _ _ : o

RQlisx;ZAJ f . Not appllcable. ffﬂﬁ‘“'v
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- w1th1n the Clty s coastal area.

Policy 25. PROTECT, RESTORE AND ENHANCE ‘NATURAL AND MAN-MADE
' RESOURCES WHICH ARE NOT IDENTIFIED AS BEING OF
STATEWIDE  SIGNIFICANCE BUT WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO

THE SCENIC QUALITY OF THE: COASTAL AREA.

When con51der1ng a proposed actlon, reasonable steps shall -be
taken to_protect, restore or. enhance the’ overall scenic quality
of ‘the coastal area- through “sensitive siting- “and ‘design -
guldellnes and approprlate land -~ use and: develo;ment review
processes. Emphasis - will" be placed by the City both- on the
removal of existing elements which degrade the coastal area, such
as blllboards, and the addition of elements which would enhance
the c¢oastal area's' scenic quality. -Among significant local
resources are the historic resources discussed under Policy 23,
~and -such -natural features as views to, from, and across the
.waterfront, open land areas along the waterfront, and the
considerable vegetatlon that has become . naturally established

The Clty prohlblts theferectlon of new blllboards ahd.'otherAA
off-site’ advertising" signs, reguires the five-year: amortization
of billboards, . requires. the removal upon - notice of . obsolete. -

: 51gnage,pestabllshes approprlately urban-scale- square. footage - anﬂVﬁfﬁN

locational - requlrements for- bu51ness ‘signage, includes standards’ -
for such site characteristics as -llghtlng, landscaping, . and
screenlng, and in  historic areas ‘(i.e., Historic Residential
District and Historic Commercial District) requires Mcertificate
of appropriateness™ provisions and standards earller'.discussed
under Policy 23. "”~n“'"Fﬁ- ST e

AmmmmMmesmma*

: EQligx_Zﬁg______ Not appllcable.;; f
? ENERGY AND ICE MANAGEMENT POLICIES

Rgliéx_ZZ;QA‘m Not 1ncluded 1n the local program.-.f'
BQliEY;ZQJCTuC;A Not appllcable.i_f;ff___ . I
EQliQXLZE;”  Not 1ncluded 1n the local program.

WATER AND AIR RESOURCES POLICIES

Policy 30. Not 1ncluded in the local prOgram.

Policy 31.  STATE' COASTAL AREA POLICIES . AND: - PURPOSES = OF
~ -©° - APPROVED LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAMS -

WILL BE CONSIDERED WHILE REVIEWING COASTAL WATER
CLASSIFICATIONS AND WHILE MODIFYING WATER QUALITY
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'THOWEVER,j.

"”-;STANDARDS-‘”

OVERBURDENED WITH CONTAMINANTS WILL BE RECOGNIZED

. AS BEING A DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINT

The State. has c1a551f1ed 1ts coastal and other waters in
accordance.. with considerations of best usage. in the interest of

the public and has adopted watér quality standards for each class -

of waters. These standards and classifications are perlodlcally
reviewed for possible revision or amendment, with the requirement
stated by this policy that coastal management policies be clearly
factored into this review process. The City encourages the State
to set as its objectlve the undertaking of  water quality

improvement measures. - permit the ultimate upgrading of the

Hudsorf River from "C"_ to."B", thus  providing for 1ncreased"

recreatlonal use, such as. swrmmlng.

TNot appllcable.;$

”SEWER OVERFLOWS DRAINING INTO COASTAL WATERS

Strnetﬁrafii;approache

sewer. . overflows. (e g, replacement of 'all elements of a combined

system with separate: sanitary and stormwater collection systems) = =
Until con51derably more .. |
nonstructural approaches- "~ =
(e.g., improved site" dralnage design * for ' new deVelOpment’h:,v

are not;presently economlcally feasible,
affordable technology 1 developed}

improved street cleaning, reduced use of road salt) will be

techniques encouraged by the Clty for both 1ts own, and prlvateﬁ.

. sector 1mp1ementat10n.;_,,

Policy 34. :I:':DISCHARGE OF . WASTE MATERIALS FROM VESSELS" o -

COASTAL - WATERS WILL. BE LIMITED. SO AS TO PROTECT

SIGNIFICANT . FISH- AND - WILDLIFE HABITATS,

RECREATIONAL AREAS AND WATER SUPPLY AREAS.

The discharge of sewage, garbage, rubblsh, and other solld and .

Iiquid materials from watercraft and marinas into the - State's
waters 1is regulated pursuant to Section 38C-C of the Nav1gat10nI_

Law. Priority will be given to the enforcement of this Law  in
areas such as shellfish beds and other significant habitats,

‘beaches, and public water supply intakes, which need protection -

from contamination by vessel wastes.  Also, . specific effluent
standards for marine toilets  have been promulgated by - the
Department of Env1ronmenta1 Conservatlon (6 NYCRR, Part 657)

Con51stent w1th thlS pollcy, any ‘new or 51gn1f1cantly expanded
marina or boat club development should be provided with adequate
pump—out fac111t1es for marlne craft. :

i
5
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Policy 35. B DREDGING AND- DREDGE SPCIL DISPOSAL 1IN COASTAL

WATERS ~WILL  BE' UNDERTAKEN IN A MANNER THAT MEETS
EXISTING STATE DREDGING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS, AND
PROTECTS SIGNIFICANT FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITATS,
SCENIC "RESOURCES, . NATURAL PROTECTIVE FEATURES,
IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LANDS, AND WETLANDS.

Dredging often proves to be an essential activity to accommodate
waterfront revitalization and development, maintaining navigation
channels and dockside berths at sufficient depth, for pollutant
removal - and the meeting of other coastal management needs. Such
dredging projects, however, may adversely affect water quality,
fish and wildlife habitats, wetlands, and other important coastal -
resources. Frequently, these adverse effects can be mitigated
through both careful design and timing of the dredging operation
and proper locational siting of the dredgqe spoil disposal site. .
Dredging permits-. will be granted if it has been . satisfactorily : .

- demonstrated - that: any . anticipated adverse “effects have: been;frﬂ_
sufficiently reduced,  or ellmlnated, to-satisfy: State. dredgingu»“"

permit standards, as set forth in regulations- developed pursuantA~»a

- to Articles 15, 24, and 35 of the Environmental ConservatIOn Law -
and appl;cable State Coastal Management p011c1es. : -

f
Any dredge sp01l dlsposal sites should be: compatlble with- the.
LWRP and, if located within the Clty, involve spoil material of a .
nature and bearing capability that is fully consistent with both:
appllcable health and safety standards and the intended long-term-

" land use of: the disposal .site; ‘as 1dent1f1ed 1n_ Sectionw IV, . -~

"Proposed Land and Water Uses.._'-

Potentlal dlsposal 51tes 1dent1f1ed by the- Army Corps of.
Engineers in its January 1983 "FEIS on Hudson River Federal.
Channel Maintenance Dredging" are C5-15, the waterfront fringe of
the Amtrak turbotrain maintenance facility site, and &5-23,

t generally the former gravel remova}/processing site immediately

north of the Patroon Island Bridge. Each. is designated a "new
site for clean material only."™ While disposal at C5-15 appears
incompatible with the "Proposed Land and Water Use Plan,"
disposal of suitable clean material at C5-23, which is proposed
for . recreational use, may significantly advance intended LWRP
1mplementat10n at that site and should be further examined by the
City and the Army Corps of Englneers. ‘ _

Policy 36. - -VACTIVITIES RELATED ‘TO THE SHIPMENT AND STORAGE OF

PETROLEUM AND OTHER HAZARDOUS MATERIALS WILL BE
CONDUCTED IN A MANNER THAT WILL PREVENT, OR AT
LEAST MINIMIZE SPILLS INTO COASTAL WATERS; ALL
PRACTICABLE  EFFORTS - WILL BE ° UNDERTAREN. TO
EXPEDITE THE ' CLEANUP OF SUCH DISCHARGES AND
RESTITUTION FOR DAMAGES WILL BE REQUIRBD WHEN
THESE SPILLS OCCUR. o , |
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The transport of petroleum and other products should be
discouraged through residential areas, as prev1ously discussed in
Policy 3A, particularly should desired expansion of ' activity
within the Rensselaer Port Facility occur, and alternate routes
developed for such transport. - . :

Policy 37. BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES WILL BE UTILIZED TO
... - . MINIMIZE THE. NON-POINT DISCHARGE OF BEXCESS
- NUTRIENTS,: ORGANICS AND ERODED SOILS INTO COASTAL

" WATERS. PR o A . 4 e :

Best management practlces used to reduce n0n-polnt sources " of

pollution~ could include, but are not limited to, restrictions of
use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers, soil erosion control
practices, and effective surface drainage control techniques.
Effective review for erosion control and surface drainage, both

during - construction periods and during project- occupancy,. is in .

effect' for commercial, industrial and multi- famlly residential

developments, and for all other development activities, including

f£ill and excavation, within the designated flood plain areas,
which encompass most of the Clty s waterfront area. - : e

This review 1ncludes, but is not 11m1ted to, ‘the scheduling - and
staging of excavation activities; configuration of the proposed
final commours,- adequacy- dF storm drainage facilities; adequacy
of sewag‘fdlsposal facilities; retention of exlstlng vegetatlon,-
and thew incorporation ‘of .-proposed - vegetation  (turf, ground
covers, shrubs, and trees). The standard applied by the City in
its review is that drainage must be fully accommodated under the
condltlons of a "20-year storm.: : .

Policy 3 - Not included in the local program.*

Policy 39. .. THE TRANSPORT, STORAGE, TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL OF -

SOLID - WASTES, PARTICULARLY . HAZARDOUS WASTES,

WITHIN . COASTAL' AREAS WILL' BE CONDUCTED IN SUCH A

' MANNER - SO  AS TO PROTECT GROUNDWATER AND SURFACES.
- . WATER SUPPLIES,. - SIGNIFICANT FISH AND WILDLIFE :
"HABITATS, RECREATION AREAS, IMPORTANT LAND AND

SCENIC RESOURCES., _ ,
Pollcy 39 is wholly regulated by State and Federal Agenc1es..jl-

The deflnltlonS' of terms "solldv wastes - and "solid wastes
management facilities"™ are taken from New York's: Solid Waste
Management Act' (Environmental- Conservation Law, Article 27).
Solid wastes include sludges from air or water pollution control
facilities, demolition - and construction debris, and industrial
and commercial wastes. - g
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Hazardous wastes are unwanted - by-products of manufacturing
processes generally characterized as being flammable, corrosive,
reactive, or toxic. More specifically, hazardous waste is
defined 1in Environmental Conservation Law (Section 27-0901.3) as
"a waste or combination of wastes which because of its quantity,
concentration, or -- physical, . chemical  or infectious
characteristics may: (1) cause, or significantly contribute to,
an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible,
or incapacitating reversible illness; or (2) pose a substantial

" present or potential hazard to human health or the environment

when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed or
otherwise managed.” 6 NYCRR Part 371 lists hazardous wastes.

Examples of solid waste management facilities include resource

recovery facilities, sanitary landfills and solid waste reduction
facilities. - Although a fundamental problem associated with the
disposal’ and treatment of solid waste is the contamination of
water resources, other related problems may include: £illing of
wetlands and littoral areas, atmospheric loading, and degradation
of scenic resources. . o : 4 :

particular attention should be ugiven to the proximity of

residential neighborhoods (e.g., the Fort Crailo neighborhood] to.
many of the City's industrial areas where solid and hazardous:

" wastes either are, or have been, transported, stored, treated,.
‘and disposed. Careful cleanup of any existing disposal sites:

that are located within the coastal area should be pursued and no:

new disposal sites created by either private or public entities

due to the environmental sensitivity of the waterfront and the.
urban population concentrations. located nearby. '

Soiid and hazardous waste dumping_is not permitted within the

'LWRP boundary, nor is the creation of new disposal sites.

policy 40. Not included in'ﬁhé'loéal.program.*

kPolicy 41. Not included in the lbcal program.,*

Policy 42. " Not included in the local program.*

Policy 43. B Not included in the local prbgram.*:
POliCY 44. PRESERVE AND PROTECT TIbAL AND FRESHWATER WETLANDS
: QEEAS?RESERVE THE BENEFITS DERIVED FROM THESE LAND

No tidal wetland areas within the City have been delineated on
the Department of Environmental Conservation's Tidal Wetlands
Inventory map because the Tidal Wetlands Program does not apply
north of the Tappan Zee Bridge. One freshwater wetland,
designated D-103, is located east of the petroleum tank farms in
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the southern extreme of the City's coastal area. This site is S
less than 12.4 acres, and is not a State regulated freshwater R
wetland. o o

Any :developmeht activitydpreposed Withiﬁ one hundred (100) feet . -

of the boundary of a.freshwater'wetland is subject to- spe01a1

permit review- and approval by the City's Planning’ Comm1551on,
with DEC Freshwater Wetlands standards locally applled. :

* Federal agenc1es should refer to the State Coastal Management
Program and Final Environmental Impact Statement for the text
of policies not included in Rensselaer s Local Waterfront

Rev1tallzat10n Program. I . S . 'h_(i>
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' SECTION :cv : : ‘
PROPOSED LAND AND WATER USES AND PROPOSED PROJECTS






O

A . significant component in the City's Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program is the recommendation of specific proposed
uses and projects, both public and private, within the coastal
area. Evaluation of the natural and man-made resources
inventory, review of waterfront conditions and potentials, and
discussion of applicable State and local pollc1es have served as
the basis for determining proposed uses, and in most cases,
preferred projects for the City's extensive waterfront.

PROPOSED LAND AND WATER USES

As illustrated by Flgure 2, "Rlverfront Development Plan," a
highly-coordinated - land use plan for the City's coastal area and
immediately adjacent lands has evolved through several years of
discussion within the community. This discussion began in early
1976 with the review of preservatlon and development alternatives
for some 16 "opportunity -areas™ within the City (14 of which are
encompassed within the Waterfront Revitalization Program area) in .

the PRublic Policy Guide and later was presented as a detailed

physical land use/site development plan (Figure 2).

Proposed land and water uses recommended by this LWRP are first
summarized by Table 1, and then described in more extensive text.
Table 1 presents from south to north along the Rensselaer
Riverfront (1) a description of the principal land areas within
the City's coastal boundary; (2) identification of current land
use; (3) a recommendation of preferred long-term land use for

that land area; and (4) an:.indication of .the basic developmental

“action(s) required to achieve the recommended land use. These

required development actions serve as the framework for the later
discussion of "Proposed Publlc and Private Projects.”
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Coastal Area

Petroleum terminals/

Tank Farm Area

Albany Port District

Port-related lands

BASF/Sterling
Organics

- Fort Crailo

Neighborhood™

Columbia Street
Corridor._.

Central Business
District - ’

TABLE 1.

RIVERFRONT LAND AND WATER USE SUMMARY

Current Land Use

Recommended Long-

Term Land Use

AResidential.ﬂﬁﬁPA

Petroleum'terminai

Reconstructed port
dock with limited
marine use and un-
utilized storage

'buildings.

Vacant lands :l_

Light-indusfry
(Chemical manu-
facture)

Shopping center,
various highway
commercial uses
and vacant lands

Local and whole-
sale commercial,
residential -

Iv-9

Marine-dependent
Petroleum terminals

Active marine-
dependent port
area -

Marine support
services and
expanded light
industry

Light-industry

‘ ‘Reéidential ahd

asscciated open
space/recreational
use '

Shopping center,
upgraded highway
comrerclal and

local commercial

uses

Local conmercial
and residential

Required Develop~

mental Actions

Maintenance and
continued use
of existing
facilities

Marketing and

develomment of
Port facility

and Port area

overlook :

Marketing and
developrent of

. lands

Maintenance and
rehabilitation/
intensification
of use of
existing faci-
lities, includ-
ing potential
for. marine
dependency

' Maintenarice and
.rehabilitation

Maintenance and
rehabilitation/
redevelopment

of vacant sites

Maintenance and
rehabilitation/
upgrading of
existing uses/
infi111 develop-
ment of vacant
sites.



Riverfront Park

Zappala Property

Huyck Felt Company

City Hall|

Rensselaer.City.
School District
property -

AMTRAK Passenger
Terminal (Albany/
Rensselaer)

AMTRAK Property
Lands north of

Livingston Avenue
Railroad Bridge

_ Junior-Seniof.i.

. Vacant lands

"Active and

passive recrea-
tion through
Joint use of
highway right-
of -way

Concrete block
manufacturing

Light manu- -
facturing, re-
search and de-
velomment use

Municipal offices

High School
including

e associated

recreational
facilities

" Railroad paesenger

terminal and
associated park-
ing and commissary
facilities

Turbotrain main-
tenance and va-
cant Riverfront
lands .
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Active and passive

- recreation

Hotel/conference
center retail
business/office
complex, multi.
family housing

Light manuracturing
high tech./research

and development use,

or possible retail-
commercial. :

Continuing munici-
pal use or exten-
sion of uses de-
veloped on Zappala
or Huyck lands

'.School including
- associated recrea- -

tional facilities/

.Riverfront trail )
use .

.Railrcad_paesenger

terminal and. -
associated facili-
ties (possible

high-speed service)

Turbotrain main-
tenance facility
and open space/ -
recreational .-
Riverfront use

Residential and

open space/recrea-
tional Riverfront
use :

Maintenance and
development of

_expanded

facilities

Marketing and
redevelopment
of lands

Maintenance and
intensification
of use or mar-
keting and

adaptive reuse

Marketing and

adaptive reuse

Maintenance/'ﬁ

public access .
for Riverfront

Ctrail -

Maintenance/
expansion

“access for’

for Riverfront
trail -

Maintenance/
easement of
public access

~and Riverfront
. open sSpace de-

velo pme nt

Marketing ‘and .

. development of

of lands/ease-
ment for public
access and
Riverfront open

O



Bath Neighborhood .. Residential, com-
: : mercial, light =~

industrial and
. vacant lands.

0il storage tanks/ ' ' Storage tanks and

former water plant ivacant lands
site - o -

Residential and
marine commercial

" Residential and
marine commercial/ -

- recreational

Barnef_Miiis éqmpiéi 'Lightjihdﬁstfy,'

warehousing and
vacant buildings

and lands °

RPI Property Vacant lands

Residential and

marine commereial - -

space develop-

‘ment

Maintenance and

" rehabilitation/.

infill develop-
ment and adapt-
ive reuse . °

Marketing and
development of
lands/removal
of storage
tanks

Marketing and

“ development of
- lands/possible:
- adaptive reuse .-

potential,
though demoli-

. tion more

- likely - ¢

‘Open space/

recreational

. Riverfront -

Iv-11

use/0ffice
park extension
of Rensselaer
Technology
Park o

Recreational/:
open space-
development

in partner-
ship with :
with RPI and-

" Town of

North Green-

bpsh



. This southernmost extent of

Rensselaer’'s' coastal area is utilized for petroleum terminal and -

storage facilities, occupied by more than a half-dozen o0il
companies, both regional and national. Some expansion has taken

place in recent. years, .with two new -~ oil-loading piers.

constructed..

The long~term recommended use of this area is .industrial, i.e.,
continued marine-dependent petroleum and chemical storage. A
major constraint to any intensification of wuse within the
existing terminal areas or on contiguous properties (see later

discussion of Port District and BASF lands) 1s the potential for

the further growth of truck traffic. Currently, truck traffic-

has to access the Port area through either Teller's Crossing, a
dangerous at—grade crossing of a high-speed passenger rail line,
or, as. allowed during daylight hours, via Riverside Avenue
through. the . historic. Fort . Crailo , residential neighborhood.
Future development should be coordinated with the construction of
a new Port Access Road which would be:designed to channel traffic
safely and efficiently from the Riverfront to Route 9J and thence

to Routes 9 and 20. No impacts on Routes 9J, 9, and 20 are-.
anticipated, since the general level of activity in the proximity ...

of these . .routes 1is not proposed to change. . Proposed

redevelopment will be limited to the rehabilitation of existing-

structures to ellmlnate code v1olat10ns.b: R

At the - northern edgeof the ‘Tank Farm. area 'élong RlVefélde[.,
Avenue, .a Port Area Overlook, including a small boat launch, has -

been suggested.- This . facility  would be develoPed near - the

existing turning ba51n, -and provide both a passive and 11m1ted1

active recreational opportunity and a perspectlve from which Port
activities on. both shores of the Hudson River mlght be observed..

AlbQnz__RQLL__DLELLiQL_Lands; Lands comprlslng approxlmately, 35

acres are owned within the City of Rensselaer by the Albany Port
District. Despite the recent installation of a new concrete dock
at a cost of $2.2 million, funded through an approPriation by the
New York State Legislature, the facility remains largely
unutilized, except for the occasional off-loading of scrap metal
and the storage of petroleum products by a chemical company with
a local operation., However, recently United Brands has proposed
locating on the Rensselaer Port lands a container operation for

the importation of bananas, which will utilize approximately 30°

acres. The facility is served by road and rail sidings from the
nearby Conrail mainline. Adequate water and sewer service is
also available near the Port District property boundary. The

near-dock areas of the site are ‘composed of man-made fill

material, and would have to be reinforced to accommodate large
cranes or other heavy loading equipment.

In a recent comprehensive study of futufe Port development, the.

Capital District Regional Planning Commission proposed locating a
4 : : o
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container barge feeder service designed to serve regional demand

:{on the Rensselaer Port lands). This proposal has grown more

specific, with plans and fundlng discussed for the installation
of two large cranes, one stationary and one mobile, as part of
such a container barge feeder operation. 1In addition, a Port
Development Study ‘is currently underway, 1nvestlgat1ng short term
uses of Port’ lands.‘ ' EEN IR o L '

The long—term recommended 1ndustr1al use of thlS property, i.e.,

the development of marine-dependent businesses such as the
proposed container operation,. is .vital to  both the overall
economic. health - of the City-"and to.  recapture through .
City/reglonal benefit the State's dock 1nvestment, particularly
since by law the City of Rensselaer is financially 1liable for
12.11% of the Albany Port District's. annual deficit. The City of

Albany is responsible for-the remaining 87.89%. o o

As in the case of the preV1ously—disoussed Tank Farm  areas, a
recognized . drawback ' to- attractlng 'and sustaining  further
development of . the Port District property is .the 1nadequacy of

truck  access. .In-order-to fully exploit the Port's potential,
marketing and feasrblllty ‘studies need to. be pursued, and the

Port .Access Road needs to be. constructed. As a result of the
electorate's: passage of . the State! s 1983 infrastructure bond
issue, "roadway design. by NYSDOT and construction is nearing:

realization. The Route 9J and Port Access Road Progects rare ..
. scheduled for completlon later thls decade.,; : coe

cﬁjuu;_;Eort:Belated_hands. Con51derable unutlllzed land owned byef

the German-based chemical company BASF Wyandotte, a major
employer in the City, and various private 0il company landowners,’

lies .near the tank farm and Port District properties.  Services.

to these lands 1is 51m11ar,' i.e.; Riverside Avenue provides
automobile ‘and truck access, rail s1d1ngs are present, and water
and sewer fac1llt1es are avallable.;v oo : . o

The largest tract, an approx1mate1y 30—acre 51te owned by BASF,
may  be - physically divided by acquisition ‘of right-of-way and:
construction of the proposed Port Access Road.. Access from BASF
to the lands that will lie to the south of the proposed road is,
however, being provided for in the engineering design. ' Unless
full wutilization by BASF is programmed, this well-situated tract
should be made. avallable;mn‘ for development by  other
commercial/industrial interests, sPec1f1cally for marlne—support

services and expanded light 1ndustry.

As in the case of the Port DlStrlCt lands,ﬁboth thev development
of the connector roadway and an intensive marketlng effort are
necessary if thls proposed 1ndustr1al land use 1s to be achieved.

erling Organics In ial  Area. BASF-Wyandotte and
Sterling Organics. are two nationally-known chemical and
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pharmaceutical - companles f“ whose - established = Rensselaer

manufacturing operations occupy sizable acreage between the Port -
District lands and. the  Fort <Crailo neighborhood. - These.
manufacturlng firms are the largest industrial employers in the

City, and although each plant has experienced some reduction in
local work force during the past decade, both evidence a
long—-term commitment to malntaln and 1mprove their plants and
stay in Rensselaer. ~

It 1is the City's policy to continue this industrial land use and
to work closely with both companies to encourage continuing
maintenance and further investment in, and development of,
facilities with the various financial tools and incentives at its
disposal. In fact, a marketing effort to promote 51m11ar 1ight
industry on other suitable land needs to be made. L

area is roughly triangular, bounded by the Hudson River, Columbia

Street (Routes 9 and 20) and Rensselaer : Avenue/Belmore Place.
- The Fort Crailo area is an older residential: nelghborhood‘ with
two important historic’ structures locateéd w1th1n its '~ geography. -
These are Fort Crailo, operated by the NYS ‘' 0Office - of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation as a’ hlstorlc museum; - and -
the Aiken House, a prlvate residence which - is also-listed on the

" National Register . of Historic Places. Along the.east side of
Riverside Avenue '~ a  narrow "~strip of open ‘- -land, most

privately-owned w1th - some owned by the State and. County Sewer
District, offers’ ‘clear:view "of the “Hudson.. ‘River., Several.

limited bu51nessesi<and professional offlces ‘are ‘located - within
the Fort Crailo area, partlcularly near "the intersection of

Broadway and Columbia Streets. Coyne F1eld,'a'major_ City-wide -
recreational. facility,* 'is: also located : here.- The. entire

' nelghborhood lles w1th1n the Clty s de51gnated flood plaln._g._t

The recommended overall pollcy for the nelghborhood '1s"the
maintenance of residential- land use, the rehabilitation of
housing stock and the preservatlon and enhancement of associated
‘open space, including both the Hudson Riverfront and Coyne Field.
The lands immediately borderlng the south side of Columbia Street
between Aiken Avenue and Academy Street have recently been
rezoned to permit limited commercial uses, provided there is
established adequate buffering for adjacent residential uses. As
previously noted, the construction of the Port Access Road will
eliminate through truck traffic in the Fort Crailo ‘neighborhood
and is essentlal to the nelghborhood's long—term upgradlng.

falling within the designated flood plain, is the major retail
shopping and commercial district in Rensselaer. The principal
businesses located here are a large . independent department store
(Joy's) with an associated toy/garden supplies store, and a

3
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national building materials supply store (Grossman's). These are

-located north of Columbia Street at Aiken Avenue. Along the

north side of Columbia. Street -(a major arterial recently.
reconstructed by NYSDOT) are a varlety of retail establishments,
gas statlons, and a used car lot. . To the east is a vacant 3-acre
parcel formerly' occupied by a trucklng terminal and.. a - small
manufacturing plant. The area is adequately served by water and
sewer, with several suitable commercial redevelopment sites
available. - . ' PR R T : o

As previously discussed, lands along the south side of Columbia
Street, between Aiken Avenue and Academy Street, have recently
been rezoned to permit limited commercial development within this
vacant - strip. Some parcels have already been: developed, with -
adequate bufferlng and fenc1ng 1nsta11ed. : : '

The main- shopplng area’ at the 1ntersect10n of Alken Avenue ana',~ o

Columbia ~ Street ~until -~ recently .- exhibited a chaotic: and -

potentially - dangerous - traff1c/c1rcu1atlon - .problem marked,.by“:“

pedestrian and vehicular conflict. - Perimeter access improvements

were made by NYSDOT as part of the. Columbla Street reconstruction.

project. . More recently significant. improvements in the form "of
curb islands and barriers to -define travel lanes have been. made
to the sites of an existing department store and adjacent: -
building supplies store. These actions_addressed the majority oﬁf

the trafflc problem.

"The recommended Clty pOlle W1th respect to the Columbla Streetif”
corridor ~ is reinforcement of the commercial land use pattern: -

through upgrading  of the . existing shopping . center area and -
commercial redevelopment: .of . vacant parcels. . All ‘development’

shall ° be" undertaken: in. a. -manner. compatible with adjacent. =~
residential and commercial develoPment and fully ‘consistent with -

coastal policies and the City's land . use " and development -
regulat10ns.~ Where proposed deve10pment will compete and/or be

incompatible ’ with . existing ‘residential- ‘land use, adequate

bufferlng and fenc1ng will be 1nsta11ed e » L .
Dgyntgﬂn;_ﬁnsiness__ﬁistrict{ ' Most of the commercial activity

within the downtown business district (CBD) is concentrated along
Broadway = from Columbia Street northward to Third Avenue.
Washington  Street, 'paralleling Broadway to the east, and -the
cross streets  "also contain:- commercial . uses, but in lower
concentrations, with residential structures interspersed.  East
of Washlngton Street, re51dent1al structures predomlnate.A

Broadway. and Washlngton Street prOV1de the prlmary north—south~
vehicular  access through the"area.. Third Avenue, which connects
with an on-ramp to the Dunn Memorial Bridge to Albany, serves
along with Columbia Street, as-a major east-west connector. Most-
of the CBD area is well provided with water and sewer
connections; some service deficiencies are found along the south

B
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side of Columbla Street, where prev1ously—exlst1ng service malnsi'jp

and laterals were removed durlng NYSDOT constructlon.

Some structures ~in the area are vacant, with others in need’ of -
substantial rehabilitation. Due to fire and demolition, a number

of vacant sites suitable '~  for . commercial . and mixed
commercial/residential - infill development are also present.. The
CBD has, however, as part of the City's Small Cities Community
Development Block Grant program, experienced a renewal effort
over the past three to four years. Residential rehabilitation,
commercial facade improvements, street resurfacing, street. tree
planting, and sidewalk replacement activities all have occurred
through a cooperatlve prlvate/publlc effort :

The City's recommended pollcy for the CBD ,contlnues to- be

encouragement of the continued maintenance and rehabilitation of

structures " and "public 1mprovements and the location of. infill
development ° on now-vacant sites.. Creation of a. downtown park or.. ...
square as a focal p01nt for shoppers and development of a
community center in the former: Fort Crailo School, which was . .
closed in ‘June 1984 due to declining enrollment, are among. -
pr0posed land uses suggested: - Also, a twenty-four hour walk-in.
primary health c¢are center located:on Broadway is planned in part.»

due to a Communlty DeveloPment Block Grant._

.Riverfront' Ea:k}.W, Rlverfront Park is. the City's -'majorh
recreational ° fac111ty ‘and ‘occupies several acres located. Justrv:.,,l
north of the CBD betwéen Broadway and ‘the Hudson River. - Lying in . =~

the v1c1n1ty of .- the Dunn Memorial ~Bridge access ramps and. ..

bisected by Mill . Creek; " this facility- developed ‘out of an .
innovative joint- multlple use of.-highway right- of-way.. agreement . . -
entered into between the NYS Department: of Tran5portat10n and the
City. Phase I of the Riverfront Park development was . completed. "

in Spring 1980 at an approximate cost of $315, OOO.;, Fac111tieS~j1;‘

include tennis courts, which can be flooded for ice skating in =
winter, basketball courts, recreational 1lighting and picnic:.
sites. Passive recreational opportunities are provided by
walking/bicycle: paths, sitting areas, a fishing platform, and

landscaped areas. throughout the balance of the park

The pollcy encouraged by the City for thls area 1is continued
recreational use and further facility development.. Included is a
proposal to extend walking/bicycle paths to the north and south
combined with the park. to anchor the City's proposed Riverfront
open space system, with 1mprovements including a pedestrlan-scale

bridge. over Mill Creek. The City’'s E;1gLﬁjgni_ﬂggglg;mgﬂj__zlgni;

additionally recommends -adding restrooms and a - tot. lot, a

pavilion with . the picnic area, a strengthened access p01nt, or .
gateway at the Broadway/Thlrd Avenue intersection, and additional

of f~street parking to: fully capltallze on the recreatlonal
opportunity present here. : : - .

i
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; ZQQSEH&L_IIQQQLLX.- North of the Riverfront Park lies a  1l3-acre

parcel. of Riverfront' property owned by. Zappala. Block ' -Company,
Inc., and currently used for the" manufacture,'storage and sale of
concrete blocks and related- masonry ‘products, an existing
non-conforming use © of the property grandfathered“~ under the -
City's Zonlng Law.A ) e LIRS

Recomme nded long—term policy‘vieWS'this land:as prime'real estate .

' for redevelopment of a higher ' and 1mproved use. ~ Viable

alternative uses, each considerably more consistent with local
coastal management objectives than the established use, would be
hotel/restaurant/conference facilities, a retail shop/office
complex, mid- to high—rise,hOusing, or some combination of these

uses within a wholly-planned mixed-use development:. Various
developers have 1in  recent years- expressed interest - in - this

' parcel, either . singularly or as part of a cons1derably larger

tract and development opportunity.. that -might - additionally
encompass the present City Hall -and’ the now mostly—vacant Huyck
Mills facility to the east. ‘Consistent with the " City's state.
public access objectives, easements should be obtained to extend
a pedestrian/bicycle trail northward from Riverfront Park through
this parcel, and other waterfront-related uses of the site would
be encouraged. Specific marketing and feasibility studies would. .
be a key first step in the redevelopment process for. this
property, together with the full use of all technical, financial,.
and. develOpment coordination measures available to the City. Any
redevelopment ‘of the Zappala property will be in. compliance w1th:
national flood 1nsurance and management regulations.-- : .

' ) ies. Rensselaer City _Hall,. _
situated on Broadway to the east of the Zappala property, is .
housed in an o0ld factory building in need of rehabilitation - and
very  inefficient. both spatially.-and "~ in terms of. energy. .
consumption.. The City has been interested for some time in  the

‘relocation "of ‘municipal offices to"a more ‘appropriate - facility

and"would be prepared to negotiate with a prospective: develOpery
if the ‘existing City Hall building and/or site could be. reused

- for commercial or related purposes of long-term benefit "to- the

City. In such’ case, the most logical building reuse or site.
redevelopment would be in conjunction with either the  adjacent:
Zappala lands or the nearby Huyck Mills property. .

Huyck Mills, located to the east of City Hall along Washington
Street, once was the home of a major textile/felt operation and a
major City employer. Still owned by Huyck Felt's parent company,
the - buildlngs are now mostly empty.' Factory " .operations
terminated in recent years and the firm's remaining R&D offices
closed during early 1984. @ These  older, multi-~floor mill
buildings, with immediate access to rail sidings, - provide - the
prime facility available as = potentially leasable 1light
industrial/commercial space in the City, totaling some 350,000
square feet. The City's policy 1s to prov1de a551stance, either

¥
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to the present owners or potentlal developers, to achleve full_
reutilization of this unused space, preferably for light
industrial, . research and development/hlgh tech, commercial or
mixed commercial/residential uses. A major redevelopment prOJect
encompassing " Huyck Mills, City Hall, and the Zappala property is
a possibility for an 1maglnat1ve project that would dramatically
change the appearance, image and economy of the City. Needless
to say, an intensive marketing effort and full application  of
available technical and financial incentives may be requlred to
stimulate the private sector and achieve Success.

City School District Property. To the north of the Zappala
property along the Hudson Riverfront are the 1lands of the
Rensselaer City School District, on which is located the modern
Rensselaer Junior-Senior High School. On the grounds can be
found outdoor basketball and tennis courts and various ball
fields. These recreational. - facilities mlght‘be_ more.  closely
integrated with the rest of the. community if an access . ‘easement
can be negotiated with the School District to allow extension of
the . proposed  Riverfront open. space trail- system’ northward from

the Zappala property., On the other hand, if the School Dlstrlct_p

finds.- it essential. for security. purposes to - generally limit
public access to its property from the River 51de, fencing with
appropriate- gates could be erected parallellng ‘the trall system
on its landward edge.  The D¢ " also
_suggests . that : additional.’ access.. from. .the. ‘community = to~ the.
Riverfront trail could be’ prov1ded at. this locatlon through ‘the
- development of a trail along the Quackenderry Creek, entering ‘the
southern edge of the School District property where 1ts- present'f
access roadway 1ntersects Broadway."; _ L 53‘ -

School District ~use of thlsAproperty 1s'f1rmly establlshed and;
quite desirable. = The City's preferred policy is to negotiate .the
necessary access. easements to extend the proposed Riverfront open-

space trail through School District. property and to concomitantly

encourage the School District to permit- greater publlc access tor
and use of, 1ts recreatlonal fac111t1es._1_ - A

. AMTRAK prOperty w1th1n the Clty is d1v1aed into
two distinct sections by the Conrail tracks. To the east  lies
AMTRAK's Albany-Rensselaer rail passenger station. In recent
years a new station has been constructed, the former station
converted to commissary use, and considerable site and parking
area improvements carried out. Among other positive functional
and visual effects, the site improvements have made it possible
for CDTA buses to directly enter the grounds, thus upgrading rail
passenger convenience. Recently, construction was completed on a
300+ vehicle addition to the parking lot area southward under and
beyond the Herrick Street Bridge. As part of this overall
improvement plan, the Herrick Street Bridge, damaged by a fire
attributed to an idling AMTRAK locomotive, would be rehabilitated
and reopened as a pedestrlan brldge linking both the City's

£
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Riverfront with. the East'Street/St.- John's Parish residential

; neighborhood and - the AMTRAK: property with the proposed

Zappala/Huyck Mills/City Hall redevelopment site.

The recommended policy is contlnued reglonal transportatlon use
of this site, - including -maintenance - .and expansion of the
passenger . terminal, its parking. facilities and site, with an eye
toward possible introduction of hlgh—speed rail 'serV1ce, the
first elements of Wthh have already been 1ntroduced -

West of the Conrall tracks lles AMTRAK_s recently—constructed
turbotrain maintenance facility. A major multi-million dollar
service building, smaller B accessory buildings, fuel storage
tanks, trackage, and an employee parking lot have been developed-
on site. Vehicular access to the site is provided by both an
extension of Washington Street and a connector road which exits
onto Broadway directly opposite ‘the entry to the City's
Junior-Senior - High: School.. ~These '~ . access roads are
privately-owned and malntalned._ . ‘ Lo

The land on Wthh the turbotraln malntenance fac111ty lies is for
the most part above the 100-year base flood elevation, and thus
outside the City's de51gnated flood " hazard area. This
highly-developed area 1is. separated from the' considerably more
flood—prone 1land along the Hudson River shore by an existing:
chain-link fence. AMTRAK has indicated no plans for use of this
shore land, which generally lies to the west of the Rensselaer

County. Sewer. District's intercepter sewer. Negotiation -~ of. an

easement, . or ~ preferably a greater fee interest, through- AMTRAK
property 1s desirable, so that the Riverfront trail- system might -

" be extended northward beyond the School District site "to this

strategically-located piece - of Rlverfront, some 1,920 feet in
length. The broad, gently-sloplng land .area here provides

‘additional opportunity for the develoPment of overlooks and -
meadow -areas to take advantage of ‘Hudson River v1ews and pr0V1de o

direct access to the often beach—llke shorellne.ha4

Lands North, of the L;Vlnoston,AAVenue, Rallroad, - Bridge.

Immediately north of the L1v1ngston Avenue Railroad Bridge is an
aggregate 15-acre tract of Riverfront land owned in a number of
smal ler parcels. by prlvate individuals and the City. Much of the-

area - is identified as. flood-prone,. which in part explains its

undeveloped condition, : except for the . County's- Tracy Street
sewage pumping . station at the northern 'end of' the parcel,
Although served by sewers, with the County s interceptor sewer
running through the site, water service is lacking except in the
vicinity of Tracy Street. Present access is primitive, provided
only - by a private dirt road running into the site. from the
western end of Tracy Street. Although bounded to the east by the
tracks of the Troy-Greenbush Railroad, there are no rail sidings
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serving the site. In a11 the tract 1ncludes approx1mately 1 750,7
feet, or one-third m11e, of ‘Hudson Rlverfront -

It 1is recommended that the proposed RlverfrOnt trail system be
extended northward.through this land.: Portions of the site could
also support residential land use, i.e., middle-to upper—income

hou51ng, which would be clustered on the higher areas of the
tract, with the lower flood- prone areas utilized for associated
parking and active and passive open space and recreation, in
compliance with federal floodplain regulations. Because of the
fractionalized ownershlp and the need for 1mproved/expandeu
infrastructure, ‘the City réecognizes a need to work closely with-
prospective developers to encourage appropriate development here,

fully utilizing avallable technlcal, f1nanc1a1, and legal tools
and 1ncent1ves / . _

~Although the tract is currently zoned commerc1a1 -industrial (CI),
residential and associated open space use here would be more
consistent with the City's :: statea "efforts to . concentrate
commercial/industrial . development to- the  west and south of.
Conrail. - tracks, ‘with résidential’ ne1ghborhood stabilization and
revitalization: encouraged elsewhere in the City. A large-scale'
redevelopment. project at this site could be effectively reviewed
by the. Clty under the "Planned Deve10pment Review and Approval:

Procedure,"  a comprehens1ve rezonlng ~and site plan . approvalf_~

procedure contained  in the- City's:-Zoning  Law.: Extensive
marketing and f1nanc1al/englneer1ng feasibility studies would, no-
doubt, be requ1red prlor to any afflrmatlve 1nvestment dec151ons.

t . Y ;: The Bath Nelghborhoou is generally bounded by

the . Hudson River. on the west, Fowler Avenue on. the south, Forbes = .
Road- on the’ north and Flrst Street to ‘the: east. - Predominant land .-

use along Broadway ‘and 'First Street is one-: and : two- family*f

residences. - Areas nearer "the R1verfront ‘are currently a mix of -

commercial, residential’ ‘and industrial” uses, and vacant . land.
Among -. the businesses in the vicinity are a restaurant, a welding
and metal fabricating’ shop, and a contractor's storage garage.

This- mix is reflected in the interweaving of residential’ (R3),-f'

historic commercial (HC) and commercial-industrial (CI) zoning
- districts. The Bath Neighborhood has some of the oldest housing:
in the CltYrvlnCludlng the Van Rensselaer Manor Tenant House at
15 Forbes Avenue, which has been recently rehabilitated by a
private resident-owner and is llsted on the National Reglster of

Historic Places.

Portions of the Bath:Neighborhood have fallen within the - target
area. of the City's recent Small Cities Program CDBG effort, and
have, . as- a consequence, experienced additional housing
rehabilitation. - Continued rehabilitation - efforts should be
extended northward when possible, to encompass the balance of the

neighborhood.
’
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Rehabilitation efforts must include reliance on‘ appropriate
historic preservation criteria. 1In addition, land is available’
here for infill development, both along the River near the site
of the old ferry slip at the foot of Central Avenue and alongA
First Street near the - Rensselaer . Housing Authority's"
recently-constructed moderate-income turnkey housing development .
The Riverfront Development  Plan specifically proposed that-

Central Avenue between First Street and Forbes be converted into

a pedestrian way to provide. an organizing element within the Bath -

Neighborhood and a strong link between the.residential areas and

the waterfront. A second major proposed public improvement would.. ..

be rehabilitation . and - reprogramming of - the . Tracy - Street’
playground as a small nelghborhood ~level park w1th fac111t1es for

~all age groups.

0il. Storaqe Tanks/Former.Cltv Water Plant Site. Several large

petroleum storage. tanks are located ‘adjacent to the . shore .and -
immediately north of the o0ld ferry slip at Bath. These tanks are
owned by a Rensselaer-based fuel-heating oil distributor, with
far more . facilities within the City's Port and tank farm area.
Eventual elimination of these little~-used tanks would contribute
to improving the aesthetic quality of the City's Riverfront and,

consequently, enhance the prospects of enhancing the Bath .
neighborhood to the east. One redevelopment proposal would. .-

utilize the area nearest the site of the o0ld ferry slip for 'a

waterfront. restaurant, with an appr0pr1ate marine atmosPheref _tf

1nclud1ng boat moorlng and a flshlng pler.rg

Such a complex, would complement “the. re51dent1a1 developmentﬁrﬂi

proposal to the south.. The Rlverfront open space trail system -
extending from the south would circulate through this area, with. -
the proposed Central Avenue pedestrian way creating a -strong o
physical and . visual llnk between. the trail system and the Bath"A
Nelghborhood.. ' R DR o e
To the north at the 51te of the City's old water flltratlon
plant, Rensselaer County entered into a renewable five-year lease
with the City for use of a portion of the parcel as a boat launch
facility for recreational fishermen. While this lease has since
expired, it 1is proposed that an improved boat launch/parking
area, with suitable site amenities, be developed here. The
balance of this site is recommended for 'general = cleanup and
passive recreatlonal use, due to its flood—prone CondlthH.lj._

t i .. To the east of the 51te of the old water’
filtration plant, on the opposite side of the Troy-Greenbush
Railroad right-of-way, and accessed by its own dirt roadway, lies
the former Barnet Mills complex. Occupied in part today by KET
Products, a 1light manufacturing facility, the site and its
building are characterized by limited utilization and a
visually-apparent state of physical deterioration and dlsrepalr.
Since more intensive long—term industrial use at this site is not
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compatlble wlth the C1ty s waterfront program objectlves, either = -
redevelopment . -of the land, and/or adaptive reuse of what can be
salvaged of. its buildings, for residential/recreational/office
facilities 'should be promoted. The site is presently served by-
water and: sewer;  ‘access 1is, however, inadequate and would
require extensive improvement. Marketing and physical/financial
feasibility studies need to be conducted and the City, while
continuing to ~cooperate with - the present - industrial user,
including in the matter of relocation to-a more suitable site,
would have to fully utilize its financial tools to attract
developers. To - establish consistency with waterfront program
objectives, a - change in the current commercial-industrial (CI) .
zoning of this site should be considered by the City.

RPI Lands. RensSselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) owns a tract
of more than 1,200 acres in the City of Rensselaer and ' the
adjoining - Town of North Greenbush, including some 45 acres which
constitute the northernmost portion of the City's "waterfront

. area. RPI deve10ped'a*"Master Plan and Environmental Assessment

Report™ for its holdings in April 1981, identifying some 300 - to
350 acres  suitable for ~light = industrial ® and office ' park

development ~on the upper plateau area within North Greenbush'and °

‘designating- -the ~lands along the River, both in the city and in‘"
North Greenbush, for.- recreation’ and open space uses. Such'’
restricted 'use. of the RPI Riverfront lands was viewed by the:
master plan as generally consistent with the area's environmental
sensitivity (i.e., location ' characterized. by presence of
DEC-designated wetlands and the’ FEMA—des1gnateo flood plain), its
lack of mun1c1pal ut111ty serv1ce and presently-llmlted roadway

access._ ' )

- The earller Rehsselaer” iye: ,“““"v 1 pment - Plan (1980)
'suggested, as does this LWRP, that the RPI lands could provide a-
terminus to. the City's proposed Riverfront :open space trail
system. The Riverfront area 1mmedlately north of the County boat

launch 'mlght accommodate plcnlc areas along.the’shoreline, wh11eﬁ;7
the former ‘gravel - processing site north of - the ‘I-90 Patroon - -
Island Bridge provides an extensive flat area where ball fields,

tennls courts, and related parking fa0111t1es can be developed.

The RizeLﬁrgnt__neyelgpment_zlan, cons1stent w1th the 1981 RPI
master plan; suggested that the lands extending further northward
and into the Town of North Greenbush presented an opportunity for
passive recreation, with trail °~ development for hikers,
bicyclists, and skiers. Close ~ cooperation in °~ planning,
development, and management of these areas by the Clty, Town of
North Greenbush, and RPI was urged.

Since early 1981, two 1mportant events have occurred that suggest
a fuller potential for the RPI lands. First, RPI did launch the
development of the Rensselaer Technology Park later that year.
Infrastructure has been installed within the. Park's Phase I area,

IV-22



and initial occupancy has already been established there within .
two .. corporately-owned buildings,  National Semlconductor and
Pacamor Bearings; while several smaller incubator:™ firms are
occupying, on a lease basis, multi-tenant structures developed by
the Technology Park. Secondly, the Town of North Greenbush began
in early 1984 the preparation of a Waterfront Revitalization
Program for its coastal area. The Town's LWRP suggests that the
Town's Riverfront can .~ accommodate- ' not - only  the:
previously-suggested conservation and recreation uses, but- also
development uses closely-related .to - the., future ‘growth and
expansion of the Technology Park. These related uses included
the development of an executive hotel/conference center and .
office park or corporate training facility development on some 40
developable acres within the Town of North Greenbush. Access and
utility services would be provided through extensions of the RTP
infrastructure, and importantly include a rqaoway'connection'”to.
the proposed I-90/Alternate Route 4 link. By further extending
proposed access and utility services southward approximately 600

to 800 feet into the City of Rensselaer, an additional 10 to 12

acres of contiguous land suitable for office park or corporate
training facility development would be made  available. This
would provide the City with prospect for a significant potential
tax ratable. Rezoning by the City to accommodate this use,
either to Planned Development or to Commercial-Industrial (CI)
with approprlate limitations attached, as well as the negotlatlcn
of -various contracts regarding protective and. support serv1ces
overlapping mun1c1pa1 Jurlsdlctlons, would be requlred prlor Qp
actual development.“; Lo T L e e T

PROPOSED PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROJECTS

Durlng the course of the preparatlon of thls' LdCal?rWaterfront_
Revitalization Program, the question  of how .to" 'decide wupon
priority act10ns,_1 e., what should be done next?, was frequently
discussed. Three basic parameters were establlshed by the City

 to address this key issue in the allocation of scarce technical
and’ financial resources and the making of oftentlmes difficult

choices. These parameters are as follows-'

o An actlon should be glven priority - status if it is
essential to sustain revitalization initiatives begun by
the City since the 1976 publication of . The Rensselaer

Ri E : A public Policy Guide.
o An action should be glven'prlorlty status if it is likely

to have a catalytic impact in spurring new and substantlal
revitalization- 1n1t1at1ves. o

o An action should be given priority status if it is

essential to inhibit some other action that could
negatively impact in a substantial way the long-term
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achievement of critical components of the Waterfront-
Revitalization Program, e.g., the continuity, where

essential, of the Rlverfront open space and trail system.

Based . upon these crlterla, the follow1ng priority of Tearly
action,” recommendations are made within this Local Waterfront
Revitalization . Program, with the intent being the addition in
future years of other contemporary priorities once these initial
objectives have either been achieved or found to no longer be
appropriate. o : ' S : o

1. Aggressively pursue activities related to the DEVELOPMENT OF
THE ALBANY PORT DISTRICT AND RELATED LANDS, with the City's
principal action priority being encouragement of the
development of the Port Access Connector Roadway and
fulfillment of the City's "Transportation Improvements Pollcy
Statement" previously dlscussed under POllCY 3A.

2. Pursue the DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSED PORT AREA OVERLOOK in
close - coordination with the Albany Port District Commission,
and with- potential funding assistance through the Coastal
Zone Management - Program and the . NYS " Office 'of  Parks,
Recreatlon and Hlstorlc Preservatlon. ST o ’

3, ‘In-J the 1nterests:~o£;”_bothg economio *~éﬁa} ‘Fesidential

revitallzation; pursue DETAILED STUDIES ASSESSING DEVELOPMENT

ALTERNATIVES AND . MARKET POTENTIAL FOR THE ~"CENTRAL BAND

NORTHERN RIVERFRONT AREAS, in close cooperation with private

property owners. and with their financial participation, as

practicable. Follow—up on these feasibility studies with

joint . private/public deyelopment prospects and requests £or,

‘developnent proposals should occur.;¢¢:

4. ‘Negotiate ‘and secure EASEMENTS FOR THE PROPOSED RIVERFRONT7

OPEN- SPACE SYSTEM, emphas121ng key links between potential

redevelopment . sltes,' e. g./ the AMTRAK lands and the ScboolA

District lands..

5. Undertake PHASE 2 DEVELOPMENT AT RENSSELAER RIVERFRONT PARK,
in cooperation -with the New ' York State Department of
Transportation. ST

6. Active pursuit of FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FROM
STATE AND FPEDERAL AGENCIES TO FURTHER THE CITY'S ON-GOING
REVITALIZATION EFFORT, with a recognized priority being the

continuation - over the next several years of funding for.

Rensselaer's neighborhood housing rehabilitation, commercial
rehabilitation, and public @ improvement efforts, such as
currently available through the HUD Small Cities Program.

A fuller discussion of each of these priority projects completes
this Section of the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program.
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l.

representatlves.gl'

R . R as
stated within Policy 1A, the Albany Port District ‘property

" and related vacant and tank farm lands in Rensselaer have .the

unique deep water aspect required to be an integral part of a
regional marine transportation facility and the ' industrial
focus of Rensselaer's Waterfront Revitalization Program... The
Port site is instead an under-utilized 320-acre site with a
$2.2 million port dock in place and no clear program-
established for its economic utilization. Recently, United
Brands proposed to locate a container, operation on Port
lands, utilizing approximately 30  acres. Between the .
exlstlng Ashland facility and the proposed United Brands .
site, Port lands will be completely utlllzed. oo .

Two key actions required to achieve a dramatic upgradlng in
the use of this facility are cited here as priority projects.
These are (1) the development of an aggressive marketing.
program by the Port District Commission (composed of f£five
members appointed by the Governor, four of whom are nominated
by the Mayor of Albany and one of whom is nominated by the
Mayor of Rensselaer), for this property; and (2) the.
development of engineering plans, funding, and construction-
of the prev1ously—dlscussed Port Access Connector. Roadway, -
for which Rebuild New York bond funds have been - commltted. o

The Port Access. Connector Roadway would enhance the economlc:g[ _
potential - of the ©Port District lands, serve. ‘the existing -

petroleum terminal area, open up sixty . (60)’ or more acres of:..
additional land to marine support and industrial development,;
and alleviate the critical conflict between the' residential-
character and interests in- the Fort Crailo Nelghborhood -and -

the 1mpact ~of heavy truck/employee traffic. The!' potential o

locations ‘for such a connector: roadway (Rlver51de Avenue to
NYS Routés. 9J. and 9 & 20) were fully examined ‘a 1982

"Coastal ‘Energy:- Impact  Program Port Access Study by . the :
englneerlng -firm of Clough, Harbour. & Assoc1ates and a task

force . comprised: . of .New York ~‘State  Urban’ Development

Corporatlon (UDC) - Capltal District- Transportatlon Committee |
(CDTC), ~ Rensselaer County E and, Clty of Rensselaer

One sultable corrldor for thls route passes through ‘the BASF _
Wyandotte property; . other corridors are  currently being
considered by DOT as part of the Port Design Process for the
Port- lands. One must be selected and implemented - in. the
interest of the total Rensselaer—-East Greenbush port and
industrial area, with its otherwise considerably developable
land resource and an estimated  $120,000,000 in .in-place
capital investment. T S o

' . As stated within
Policy 1F, the southern anchor in the Cityfs proposed
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Riverfront open space system will be provided by developmeht”
of a Port area overlook at the southern end of the turning
basin.  This improvement was described in detail in the

Rmerimn.t_llemlg_m_ent_RLan (1981), specifically:

"The development of a small-park'at this location.  would
serve as a southern terminus to the City along Riverside
Avenue, ' and. - a safe pedestrian connection via a proposed
Class II bikeway. The park would be both a recreational
and educational amenity within the community and provide
an area for Hudson River access for both plcnlckers and
boatlng enthu51asts. : . ;

Implementatlon of the conceptual design plan for this
facility, would require an investment of approximately
$115,000. $50,000 of this total could be saved if
rest-room facilities were deleted from this ~park
development project, or consideration could be given to
their deferral - until Phase 2. The preliminary cost for
the Port Area Overlook is as follows: _ ) _

. Site preparatlon/clearlng grubblng _ $2,500
" . Rough grading . - : - 4,000
. Asphalt concrete paV1ng '- parklng o 11,700. 0
- . . = ramp.- - . 6,750 7
. Overlook shelter ~ rest—room fac1lltes , - 45,000
_ e = paved plaza o ; 2,500 -
f,;:*zFlne gradlng/seedlng e i e 4,200
o 4 .+ '1,500
_ L L T 1,500
. nghtS ST - T ‘g“ o 31000_ )
. Sign e ‘ ‘ R - 750.
. Mlscellaneous - repalr to sewer outfall 5,000
. Benches 2,400
. Picnic tables/hlbachls/trash receptacles, ' 1,200
. . . A S _ 600
_ 96,650 -
0&pP - 10% - _9.665
100,315
Contlngency -10% . - _1l0.630 -
TOTAL ' . $116,945 -

The General Manager of the Albany Port District, as
representative of the landowner, expressed support for the
proposed Port Area Overlook . during the consultation
process. The overlook would utilize land 'undevelopable
for industrial purposes and would ‘be a focal point
visually, recreationally, and educationally instead of
what is today an unappealing transition between the
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A;7lAs stated w1th1n Pollcy lB, the ci

‘recently-constructéd - $2.2 million port dock area and the

"City's petroleum tank: farms. - ' 'Both the . Albany Port
District General Manager, Mr. Dunham, and representatives
of the Army Corps of Engineers expressed confidence that a
"small - boat launch- facility at this location . would not
interfere with" port/turnlng basin activity.. The boat
. launch would, however; require careful design to avoid the

"remalns of old wooden dlkes 1ocated near the park.,~

Updatlng of this cost’ estlmate from prev1ously—assumed 1983
to 1985-86 -construction would add approximately 20% to the
project construction budget; i.e., $140,000, with rest-room
facilities and $85,000 without these facilities. Survey and
design fees are estimated at approximately 8% to 10% of-
construction cost; or an additional $11,000 to $14,000 for

.full fac111ty development

Eﬁésibilitz;;_ﬁthﬁies;” Detalled  feasibility studies are
required to. fully assess the development potential of
Rensselaer's central and northern Riverfront areas. In the
words- of the 1979 Local Coastal Management Case Study; "The
problem - is making something. happen =--: finding funds,
identifying a market, or creating a demand for the use of
Rensselaer.  coastal resources" or in other words "inducing
act1v1ty.,- ERE T s B :

(Zappala Block, Huyck Felt, City Hall,  and Amtrak
Properties) -'is uniquely 'situated to be the commercial
~focus of Rensselaer's Waterfront Revitalization Program,
paralleling the. Port District's role as its. industrieal
focus.  This. prospect .can be locationally attributed to
substantial Riverfront frontage and acreage,: with dramatic

day and night views of downtown Albany; convenient access

to the Durn Bridge, the City of Albany and the regional
arterial highway =~ system;: and proximity to - the
Albany—Rensselaer AMTRAK Rail Passenger Station,- 1ncludlng

‘the recently-discussed prospect of high-speed New York

"_Clty to Montreal rail- serv1ce by the early 1990's.

‘The.. Rle.[.in:_DﬁlelmeQ&t_Elﬁn noted that. "v1able :

" alternative uses,; consistent with local coastal management
objectives, for development of the Zappala lands would be
(1) commercial = ' development of either
hotel/restaurant/conference facilities or retail
ShOpS/Offlce " building complex, or. (2) multi-family

_residential ® development in a mid- to high-income range...
A detailed feasibility study regarding these uses is
recommended, '~ including a «close, - development-specific
examination of private/public financing alternatives.”

The Development Plan also noted that, ", ..other
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water-related uses at this location that might complement
the new development and/or Riverfront Park should be
closely evaluated.” ' - '

These recommendations remaln' equally valid today. As
suggested 1in the previous discussions of "Proposed Land

-and . Water Uses,"” recent events suggest that -they be

pursued in a somewhat larger context. .Specifically, the
recommended feasibility study should . be  extended to
include the potential of City Hall, the Huyck Mills and
intervening parcels also available for a regional-level,

commercial service: - . (hotel,. - restaurants,
off1ces/retall/transportatlon) ~_center ~ redevelopment
project. o -

These are not new ideas. The questlon of the avallablllty
of the City Hall property has been raised during the past
two years by -‘a prospective developer of the Zappala
property for hotel and related use, while the continuous
reduction in activity, - and now its absence, "at Huyck
Mills, suggest need for either new. llght manufacturlng use
of = that 350,000 sqg. ft. complex or a suitable adaptive

. reuse.- Among the potentlal adaptive uses that" .requlre

careful. evaluation .in.. the ' latter instance -are high
technology. and research ~and.. deve10pment " activities,.
office/commercial- serv1ces, .and, . retail - ‘mall/discount

~. outlets. . This -‘evaluation  of.  the Huyck Mllls,' and
* similarly - but. on: a: far. smaller scale, of . the Clty Hall_-73.-_
property, - would " include. analys1s of market® as well  as -~

questions regarding phys1cal adaptablllty -of "~ the
structure(s) to the projected’  "use. Based: up0n'-its
financial evaluation component, such a feasibility study
would also gauge the amount and type of. public leverage
required to nurture the realization of this, the City's
leadlng commer01al rev1tallzat10n opportunlty.' SRR

Policy lC recognlzes the city's .rn Rive
(generally including . those lands’ be tween” the Livingston

. Avenue Railroad Bridge and the " RPI "property)- ‘a

uniquely-situated  focus for new re51dent1al/recreatlonal
development w1th1n the City's Waterfront Rev1tallzatlon

Program.

The R1zerirQnL_DgzﬁlmegnL_Elan 5pec1f1cally recommended a

"cluster-type housing. developnent...r as a - viable,
long~-term use of the property™ and "that the land would
have to be marketed for residential development as a total
land/design package." This latter concern is partlcularly
critical, for a portion of this site lies within the
City's 100-year flood plain; housing units would have to
be clustered on the higher areas of the site, with
immediate Rlverfront areas more approprlately utilized for
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recreatlon and open space.

A fea51b111ty study should be conducted regarding the

marketability - and -‘physical - - design of Riverfront
residential- development at this location. Further, this
. Local ' Waterfront = Revitalization Program suggests,

: similarly; ‘to  the " discussion  of +the City's central
. Riverfront, that  this feasibility study be  extended in
scope ' to ‘address the potential of waterfront development
north of Bath, including the old ferry slip, the petroleum
storage - tank site, the former Clty water plant 51te, and
Barnet Mills propertles. ' _

Both this Program's review of “Proposed Land and Water
Uses™ and the 1981 Riverfront Development Plan recommended
waterfront. commercial/recreational use of the Riverfront
properties, .- ‘including the - elimination of  the
petroleum-type = storage tanks. The Barnet Mills complex
presents = a  further ' opportunity for redevelopment

evaluation; the site 1is characterized today by its.

limited utilization . of  existing ~facilities and
visually-obvious state  of disrepair. While long-term,

- more intensive  industrial - use is 'not compatible with
_Program;,objectiveS"fort this{'northern"waterfront,_ two

- alternatives. regarding - this- ‘property require. a .fuller
.assessment:. (1) potential,’ though probably limited due to
- the: phy31ca1 *condltlon,,of ‘existing  improvements,.. for
_[;adaptlve reusé for a more- compatlble land/structures: use;
~-or (2) removal ‘of ‘existing structures and redevelopment of
' . the land “area for offlce,ﬁre51dent1al,‘ or - other : more
compatlble uses.;h;f_wp,_, : o T T

a The long-term

development - of . the C1ty s Rlverfront open space and. trail -
system requires the cooperatlon of several prlvate and public -

property. owners; 1nclud1ng the' securing by the City of
easements or. similar access’ and- deve10pment ‘rights to permit

constructlon, maintenance -‘and use of the-trail and related -

recreational features. - Key “actions reqguired ' include the
following to improve existing ‘resources and pursue and ensure
the resources for accompllshment of th1s objectlve-w‘ : .

Develop Port Area Overlook as . southern termlnus of the
Open Space and Trail System.;z : o _

. .Develop Class' II blkeway llnklng Port Area Overlook
northward through the Fort Crailo Neighborhood to CBD and
proposed southern ‘entrance to Rensselaer Riverfront Park

(Phase 3 development recommended by Development Plan).
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Ensure the preservation and long—term malntenance of -the .
Riverfront - Open Space and Trail System in the Fort Crailo
Nelghborhood and carry out improvements at "Fort . Crailo
Park. : ' :

Carry out further 1mprovements to 1mprove fac111t1es ~and.
acce531b111ty at Riverfront Park to both bolster this area -
as a major park and key node in the City's Open Space and
Trail System, and to enhance the potential for deve10pment
of adjacent lands in the Downtown Business District and in
the City's central Riverfront area.

Carry out detailed plannlng ‘ and design development
(preliminary engineering) for Riverfront trail system
north along the Hudson Riverfront from Riverfront Park,
based upon general design criteria specified in . the
'V r t . ..' s e o S A
Secure an easement for public aocesszacross.the..existing
commercial property (Zappala)- immediately: north._ of

_‘Rensselaer Rlverfront Park.a-wu

't:Develop a consensus- agreement w1th the Rensselaer .City
. School 'District! regarding-theé integqration of RCSD'  lands:
- and  facilities 'with the Riverfront Open Space and. Trail:
CoSystem. Ui an el e

Negotlate w1th AMTRAK to secure long term publlc access_
rights, either in full or through easement, to- Amtrak':
Riverfront lands. B Lo T o 2

Secure ‘an easement for‘ publlc aécess across various

private “landholdings ' north. ‘' of. the - Livingston - Avenue

- Railroad NBridge extending to-.. Bath, and . integrate :
“Riverfront Open ' Space and Trail’ System plannlng in- this

vicinity and northward to the RPI property in preliminary .
design development efforts - required for marketing of

tproposed re51dent1al/recreatlonal development here.,

Undertake a detailed stuoy of the RPI land north of the
Bath Neighborhood as both the northern terminus of the
Riverfront Open Space and Trail System and as a
sub-regional recreational opportunity, with such study

~closely coordinated with the Town of North Greenbush, RPI

and Rensselaer County. Emphasize improved access as a
critical study element. Relate this study closely to the
feasibility study of redevelopment potential in the Clty s
northern Riverfront, as prev1ously discussed. _

Rensselaer Riverfront Park. A discussion of the importance

of Riverfront Park and recommended ' improvements to this
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| faéllity'-occurred 1n the B;:g;ﬁ;gnt_nezelgpment_zlan (1981),
spe01flcally- R

"Development of the Rensselaer Riverfront Park was

recommended by the City's planning consultants in the

Public Policy Guide as the City's first major park

facility and as 'a key element in an eventual open space
- system.' - e : T

Under ~'a joint ° development/multiple-use of . highway
- right-of-way agreement entered  into between the NYS
Department of Transportation and the City of Rensselaer,
the Riverfront Park -has. become a reality. Phase 1 was
" completed in May 1980 at a cost of approx1mately $§315,000,
$265,000 of which was provided to the. City by the Federal
nghway Administration and the State of New York. . Phase 1
facilities include tennis courts and basketball courts,
equipped with lights for night play; picnic facilities;
and earthen bermed winter ice skating area in the
northern, more active, portion of the park. More passive
recreational opportunities are provided by walking/bicycle
paths; - landscaped -areas  throughout the balance of the
Riverfront Park. - The Riverfront Park was well utilized
for structured- and. non—structured events during 19580,
attributable to its quallty facilities and its inviting
- access from . the downtown area and adjacent re51dent1al‘
“dlstrlcts.-=>f : R I T T S - L

: Phase 2 of Rensselaer R1verfront Park development w1ll
include additional =site amenltles ~ described in the
. Riverfront-: Developmeéent ... Plan, :. as . follows:. .- -a
"pedestrian/blcycllst brldge over the Huyck Creek will be
constructed, completlng the internal circulation system
- within ' the Park. . Minor landscaping improvements will be
" carried out and add1t10nal off-street parking  ‘provided
along Broadway. - A maximum of $110,000 has been prov1ded
in . the Capital -, District. Transportat10n~- Committee's
Transportation 'Improvement PrOgram (TIP) to fund Phase 2,
' w1th a local share of 6% antlclpated._T- :

In add1t10n~ to the- scheduled Phase. 2 work,.fseveral
- potential " long-term - 1mprovements to reinforce. the
" Riverfront Park were 1dent1f1ed during the study. . period.
As a complement to Rensselaer Downtown reV1ta11zatlon, -a
stronger ~access point ~providing a "sense of place" is
recommended for the h1ghly visible Broadway/Third Avenue -
intersection.-- A  tot: ‘lot/sitting . plaza and = the
installation of restroom facilities are recommended for
the active recreational areas in the northern end of the
Riverfront Park along Fifth Avenue. Pinally, a pavilion
structure 1is recommended to provide shade and shelter in
the picnic area along the Hudson Riverfront, as at an
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additional access point near the Columbia Street/Broadway
intersection to provide a more direct pedestrlan/blcycllst
link to the Fort Crallo nelghborhood. :

Due principally to rejection by the Army Corps of Englneers
of a permit for the development of the proposed . pedestrian
bridge over the Huyck Creek, Phase 2 development has not yet
occurred, though $110,000 remains programmed for this project
in the TIP. Phase 2 should be rescoped by the Clty and
NYSDOT to include the previously-recommended landscaping and
of f~street parking improvements, recently—noted need for
storm drainage improvements to reduce erosion (see City's
March 29, 1984 letter to Region 1, NYSDOT and Project
Justification/Project Initiation Request, submitted to the
Capital District Transportation Committee and the N.Y.S.
Department of Transportation on July.31, 1985), minor site
amenities, and the - . development . of .the- Downtpwnr or
Broadway/Third AvenueA ‘entrance., Thls latter -element was
detalled by the ont D 10 : ~ ..xf=r' o

'"The conceptual de51gn plah presented for :a' more formal,
Rensselaer Downtown - entrance to- the:- Rlverfront Park:. - -would
require:’ $32,000 for its- 1mplementat10n. The 1nstallat10n of a

‘ handsomely-de51gned Rensselaer Rlverfront Park ‘sign " at; this

;-modest first phase .in-Ythe Imnsselaert
downtown entrance project. A secondi:sign: would be desirable in

" the ‘northern "area of the Park, at:the Broadway/Fifth Avenue.
intersection. - A prellmlnary cost estlmate for thls project

location ~'could .- b

follows:
. Site preparatlon o _ $1,200
. Concrete paving i - 1,800
. Brick paving o 9,750
.. Shelter T S .. . 5,000
. Sign S . "750
. Benches’ ' 1,200
. Trash receptacle 250.
. Planting 750
' ’ 400
. Fine grading/seeding - 500
$26,200
O & P 10% 2,620
: 28,820
Contingency 10% - 2,880
TOTAL $31,700"

Updating this cost. estimate from assumed 1983 to 1985-86
construction would add approximately 20% to the Downtown
entrance's budget; i.e., approximately $38,000 plus 8% to

10% for survey and design fees.
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6.

‘require "the continued availability of local financial

En ' 1 i Ie I 3 ] S 3 | E : !. l. E Q _3 »
Revitalization Efforts., The achievement of Policies 1D and E
i i and

technical resources  to assist property owners in
rehabilitating commercial and residential properties, to
foster economic development and to undertake necessary public
improvements. In prior years, the City has received
assistance’ from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development: a $197,000 CDBG Neighborhood Development
Program grant, a $1,422,000 CDBG Small Cities Program grant,
and a §$75,000 Urban Development Action Grant award. In
September 1984, the City learned of HUD's approval of its
most recent Small Cities program application, with one
million dollars earmarked for housing rehabilitation,
economic development loans, community center development,
supporting public improvements, and CDBG administration. In
subsequent years, the City received  $600,000 CDBG
comprehensive grants in 1985 and 1986. From HUD's Rental
Rehabilitation program grant, the city received $125,000 in

1985 and $115,000 in 1986

Slmllar financial assistance will be required throughout the
1980's to.. continue the rehabilitation and community

revitalization efforts under way, thus creating an improved -
climate for new investment and for full achlevement of the

Waterfront Rev1tallzat10n Program
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To achieve the objectives embodied in the policies, uses and
projects which have  been identified in the ILocal Waterfront
Revitalization Program, the City has identified the . essential
local techniques and actions needed to ensure  Program
implementation. Such techniques and actions are grouped here
under the following major categories: (a) - local laws and
regulations; (b) local management structure; (c) other public
and private actions; and (d) necessary financial resources.

LOCAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO IMbLEMENT THE LWRP

Several local land use and development controls are in place in
the City to guide future land use and development activities and,
thus, in part implement the LWRP. Each of these local laws and
regulations has recently either been adopted or comprehensively
- updated, and include the following: : S

"Zoning Law of the City of Rensselaer, New York," Local Law
#1 of 1979 adopted by the Common Council as a. comprehensive
zoning amendment in Janvary 1979, 97 pages and =zoning map

(copy follows as Figure 3, "Zoning Districts"). This local -
law divides the .City into zoning -districts and provides
uniform regulations regarding 1land use. and development
‘standards within each zoning district, - ’

"« ~ "Local  Law- . Providing Rules and Regulations for  the
Administration of the New York- State ‘Standard Building
Construction Code and Related Regulations™, ‘Local Law #2 of =

- 1979, "adopted by the Common Council in Januvary. 1979, 22
pages. A Building. and Zoning Aéministrator empowered to
enforce the State  Code and all other applicable laws,
ordinances, rules "and regulations relating to development
within the City of Rensselaer is provided. -

"Environmental Quality Review Law of the City of Rensselaer”,
enacted pursuant to locally implement Article 8 of the NYS
Environmental Conservation Law in accordance with the
provisions of Part 617 of Title 6, NYCRR, adopted by the
Common Council in December 1978, 12 pages. '

“City‘of Rensselaer Land Subdivision Regulations", adopted as
a comprehensive amendment by the Planning Commission and
approved by the Common Council in January 1979, 57 pages.

. "City of Rensselaer Flood Damage Protection Ordinance”,
enacted pursuant to completion of the "Flood Insurance Study
for the City of Rensselaer", adopted by the Common Council in
March 1980, 14 pages. 1In compliance with the requirements of
the National Flood Insurance Program, this local law provides
for construction, site improvements, and utility
installations within special flood hazard areas.
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1

- securing of easements, or greater fee interest, for
components of the Riverfront open sPace system, :

- Phase 2 development of Rlverfront Park and

— _ continuation of neighborhood hous1ng rehabllltatlon,
commercial . rehabilitation and public improvement efforts
in the Fort Crailo, Rensselaer Downtown, and Bath “areas:
of the City's waterfront. '

BLi!Q&Q__A&;iQnﬁ* Prlvate sector 1nvestment is essential for

achievement of LWRP development policies, including the overall

" objective of the <Coastal Management Program to "restore,

revitalize and redevelop. deteriorated and - underutilized

waterfront areas for commercial and industrial, cultural, -
recreational and other compatible uses. -

Participation and capital investment by the private sector is
required at all stages of the development process for identified
LWRP "Proposed Land and Water Uses and Projects." As discussed in
Section IV, this need ranges from part1c1patlon by landowners in
feasibility studies regarding prospectlve major development on
Port and 1ndustr1al lands and in the City's central and northern:

Riverfront, to’ the/‘actual ”‘constructlon,A operat;gn ) and-;fj
.malntenanced of Egg&llfles proposed. L _“’__ e T

- . i N . 3 e -

FINANCIAL" RESOURCES NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE LWRP

.L1n1ted flnanc1al ) resources are s avallable : for-'-local ot
1mplementatlon. of the LWRP. The assistance of State and Federal: -.
agencies 1in permlttlng the City to carry out catalytlc activities . -
that : will attract private investment to Rensselaer's waterfront: . .

is critical to achlevement of the LWRP Riverfront Development Lo
plan (Table 2).:__‘ _ e I N

B



U TABLE 20

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS IMPLEMENTING LWRP POLICIES

Local Laws &
Regulations

"Zoning Law of
City of Rensselaer
New York"™, Local.
Law #1 of 1979

"Local Law Providing

~ Local Manégémentf_b

Legislative body-
- policy setters °°

© Other Public &

Structure Private Actions

Local Government

Actions Rezoning

of Lands

Use of Article VII -
" Planned Development

‘of the City's Zon~ -
. ing Lawy

Commor Council

for LWRP

Mayor — Chief Project Initiation

Rules and Regulat-
ions for the Admini-
" stration of the New
York State Standard
Building Construct-
‘ion Code and Related.
Regulations™, Local
Law #2 of 1979 .

"Envirormental Qua- -
lity Review Law of
the City of Hens-
selaer®, adopted
December 1978,

amended December 1986.

nCity of Rensse-
laer Land Subdi-
vision Regula-
tions", adopted
January 1979

- tor for LWRP .

" Planning’ Commission -

and Revitalization
Activities:

Seek State & Federal
agency financial

elected official-
prineipal moni-

management and .
coordination -
o . . . tance.'_”:‘ F

" Private Actions -
will be authorized . Landowner partici-
to make local consi-
stency determinations
for actlons occurring
in the coastal zone

area.

lity studiles. Cons-
truction, operation
and maintenance of

facilities proposed.

Planning & Development
Agency . L
Director responsible - . .
for: 1) Grantsmanship

and administration for
LWRP funding -

2) Technical proJect
review for Mayor, Plan-
ning Commission and local
SEQR Committee

3) Staff coordination for
IDA, Planning Commission
and local SEQR Committee.

V-10

and technical assis—._

pation in feasibi- - .

-Néceésary

Finaneial
Resources

State and
Federal
assistance

in permitting
the City to
carry out
catalytie
activities
that will at-
tract private
investment

ie
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.~ STATE AND FEDERAL ACTIONS AND e
PROGRAMS LIKELY TO AFFECT IMPLEMENTATION
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State and Federal actions will affect and be affected by
implementation of the LWRP.  --Under State law and the. U.S
Coastal Zone Management ‘Act,. certaln ‘State and Federal actions
within or affecting . the - local’ waterfront - area . must . be

"consistent" or "consistent to the maximum extent practicable”

with the enforceable policies and purposes of the LWRP. This
consistency requirement makes the LWRP © a °~ unique,
intergovernmental mechanism for setting policy and making
decisions and helps to prevent. detrimental actions from
occurring and future options’ from being needlessly foreclosed.
At the same time, the active participation of State and
Federal agencies is also likely to be necessary to implement
specific provisions of the LWRP.

The first part of this section identifies the actions and
programs of State and Federal agencies which should be
undertaken in a manner consistent with the LWRP. This is a

-generic list of actions and programs, as identified by the NYS
‘Department of "State;. therefore; - somé of the actions and
. programs listed may not be'relevant to.this LWRP. Pursuant to
" the State Waterfront Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act:

(Executive Law, - Article:  42),  the Secretary of State

1nd1v1dually and separately notifies affected - State agencies °
of those’ 'agency -actlons s'and’ programs which, are to be
undextaken in. a manner: conSLStent w1th-'approved LWRPs.
Similarly,’ Federal. . agency ‘actions -and programs " subject to U
consistency requlrements " are -identified = in the  manner
prescribed by the U:S.: Coastal Zone Management Act and its:

‘implementing. regulatlons.. The lists. of - State - and ' Federal
-actions and programs- included herein -are -informational only

and do.. not represent  or. substitute for the required -
identification and notification procedures, The -~ current '

. official ' lists. of Cactionis. 1sub]ect ‘to .State. and Federal -
- consistency 'requlrements"may “be" obtalned ~from' the NYS

Department of State._:

The second. part of thlg ‘section is a more focused and
descriptive list of State and Federal agency actions which are

‘necessary to further implementation of the LWRP. It is

recognized - that a- State  or Federal agency's ability to
undertake such actions is subject to a variety of factors and
considerations; that the consistency provisions referred to
above, may not apply; and that the consistency requirements
can not be used to require a State or Federal agency to.
undertake an action it could not undertake pursuant to other
provisions of law.  Reference should be made to Section IV and
Section V, which also dlscuss State and Federal. assistance

needed to 1mplement the LWRP
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A. State and - Federal Actlons ‘and’ Programs Which - Should Be

Undertaken in a Manner Con51stent w1th the LWRP

1. State Agenc1es

OFFICE FOR THE AGIﬁé‘

l 00 Fundlng and/or approval: programs for ..the
establishment. of new or expanded facilities
providing various serv1ces for the elderly. ‘

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS

1.00 Agrlcultural Dlstrlcts Program. ‘

“2}00 Rural development programs.l'

"3;00 Farm worker serv1ces programs.m

4.00 Permlt and approval programs;

. 4.01
- 4.02 -
4.03

Custom Slaughters/Processor Permlt
Processing Plant License

- Refrigerated Warehouse and/or Locker Plant
Llcense . . : _ .

ALBANY PORT DISTRICT COMMISSION [reglonal agency]

o 1 00 Acqulsltlon,,~ dlsp051t10n,:: lease, grant of-
- easement. and . other activities related- to the .
- management of ‘land under the jurlsdlctlon of the' _

Comm1551on.,'j;tu“w

2 00 Fac111t1es L}f?féonetrndtlon;:fof;renabilitation,
. expan51on, or demolition.fsr R ST T

DIVISION OF _ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL/STATE LIQUOR

AUTHORITY

1. 00 Permlt and approval programs'

“i.01B
1.02-
1.03

1.04
1.05
1.06

1.07

1.08

1.09
1.10

Ball Park - Stadlum Llcense

.Bottle Club L1cense

Bottllng Permits- ,
Brewer's Licenses and Permlts

" Brewer's Retail Beer License

Catering Establishment Liquor License

Cider Producer's and Wholesaler's Licenses
Club Beer, Liquor, and Wine Licenses
Distiller's Licenses

Drug Store, Eatlng Place, and Grocery Store

Beer Licenses

7
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i.11

112
1.13 -
1.14

1.15

1.16 .

1.17
1.18

1.19
1.20
1.21
1.22
1.23

Farm Wlnery and Winery Llcenses :
Hotel Beer, Wine, and Liquor Licenses
Industrial Alcohol Manufacturer's Permlts
Liguor Store License :
On-Premises Liquor License

Plenary Permit (Miscellaneous-Annual)
Summer Beer and Liguor Licenses
Tavern/Restaurant and Restaurant Wine
Licenses

Vessel Beer and quuor Llcenses

Warehouse Permit

Wine Store License .

Winter Beer and Liquor Llcenses

Wholesale Beer, Wine, and Liquor Licenses

 DIVISION of'AchHoLIsM AND ALCOHOL ABUSE

1,00 Fac1llt1es'J7;: construction, -~ [ rehabilitation,

expansion, or - demolition or’ the funding of such
act1v1t1es.-”g;'-' B o

"2.00 & Permlt and approval programs.fl5ﬁ'

Letter Approval for Certlflcate of Need'

: 2 01,
2.02 Operating Certificate (Alcoholism Facility)
. 2.03 Operating Certificate - Community Residence
2.04 Operating Certificate (Outpatient Facility)
2.05 Operatlng Certlflcate (Soberlng Up Statlon)
COUNCIL ON THE. ARTS-
'1.00" Fac1lltles' v constructlon,'ﬁﬁ rehabllltatlon,
- expansion, or demolltlon or - the fundlng of such
act1v1t1es . ; .

2. 00 Archltecture ‘and env1ronmental arts program

'DEPARTMENT OF BANKING

1.00 Permit and approval programs:

1.01

1.02

1.07

Authorization-Certificaté (Bank Branch)
Authorization Certificate (Bank Change of

Location)
Authorization Certlflcate (Bank Charter)

'~ Authorization Certlflcate (Credit Union

Change of Location)

~;Authorlzatlon Certlflcate (Credit Union
" Charter) . :

Authorlzatlon Certlflcate- (Credit Union

Station) : :
Authorization Certificate (Foreign Banking
Corporation Change of Location)
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Authorization Certificate (Foreign Banking
Corporation Public Accommodations Office -
Authorization Certlflcate : (Investment
Company Branch) - T Co

) Authorization ... Certlflcate ... . (Investment :

Company Change pf,Locatlon)

" Authorization - Certificate‘.‘ (Investment

Company Charter)

Authorization: Certlflcate (Licensed Lender

Change of Locat1on) .
Authorization Certlflcate (Mutual Trust

Company Charter)

A - 'Authorization: Certlflcate (Private‘ Banker

Charter) .

.-Authorization.- :; Certlficate e (Public

Accommodation Offlce — Banks)

.Authorization. Certlflcate A (Safe_-Deposit.

Company . Branch) S o :
Authorization. Certlflcate; (safe Deposit
Company Change of Location) ™~ 7 . I
Authorization Certificate . (Safe- Deposit
Company Charter) .= 7.7 - - o

7Authorization- Certificate (Savings Bank

Charter) - : .
Authorlzatlon Certlflcate (Savings Bank, De
Novo Branch Office) : ’

' Authorization : Certificate (savings Bank

Public Accommodations Office)

- . Authorization Certlflcate (Sav1ngs and Loan

Association. Branch)-
Authorization Certificate (Savings and Loan

". Association Change of Locatlon) .
Authorization Certlflcate (Sav1ngs and Loan
" Association Charter) . '
'»Authorlhatlon Certlflcate (Sub51d1ary Trust
"~ . Company Charter). -
. Authorization - Certlflcate (Trust Company“

Branch)-- . o
Authorlzatlon S Certlflcate . (Trust
Company-Change of Location)
Authorization "~ Certificate- (Trust Company
Charter)- : P

. Authorization Certlflcate (Trust Company~"
"Public Accommodations Offlce)
Authorlzatlon to Establlsh a Llfe Insurance_-

Agency. E
License as’ a Llcensed Lender :
License for a Forelgn Banklng' Corporatlon

Branch
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NEW YORK STATE BRIDGE AUTHORITY [regional agency]

1.00 Acquisition, - disp051tion, lease, grant of
easement and other activities related to the
management of land under the jurisdiction of the

Authority.

2.00 Facilities construction, rehabilitation,
expansion, or demolition.

BUFFALO AND FORT ERIE PUBLIC BPIDGE AUTHORITY [reglonal
agency) :

1.00 Acquisition,’ disposition, lease, . grant of
easement and other activities related +to the
management of . land under the jurisdiction of the
Authority.. _ ) . .

2.00 Fac1litie5"’”“ construction,_'ff rehabilitation[
expansion, or demolition. SRR o

CAPITAL DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY [regional
agency) : N T -
1.00 Acquisition;  disposition," leaSe, ~ grant of
veasement and .other activities related to the
management of" land under the jurisdiction of the

: Authority. : '
2.00 Facilities - - constructron,,u“.- rehabilltationf

' expanSion, or demolition. e :

3.00 Increases in . spec1al fares for- transportation,‘
services. to public. water—related recreation
resources. S : : - '

CENTRAL NEW YORK REGIONAL TRANSPORTATTON AUTHORITY
[reg'l agency] : .

1.00 Acquisition, disposition, @ lease, grant of
easement and other activities ' related to the
management of land under the jurisdiction of the

Authority.

2.00 Facilities construction; ~ - rehabilitation,
expansion, or demolition.

3.00 Increases 1in spec1a1 fares: for. transportationﬂ
services to public water -related recreation
resources., -. - - - S - -
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

1. 00 Preparatlon or . rev151on of statew1de or specific
plans. to address . State economic development
needs., ' s .

2;00-A110cation'of.thefstate tax—free bonding reserve.
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

1 00 Fac111t1es » constructlon, rehabilitation,
etpan510n, or demolition or the funding of such
act1v1t1es. i Lo

DORMITORY AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

1 00 F1nanc1ng of hlgher ‘educatlon and health care
: fac111t1es. . : : .

2 00 Plannlng and de51gn serv1ces a551stance program.
: EDUCATION.DEPARTMENT

l.OOJFacilitiesf R f"conétrﬁetion, rehabilitation,
.. expansion, - demolition . or the funding of such
activities. R A : _

2.00 Perhlt and approval:programe:

.2.01 Certificate - of f Incorporatlon . (Regents
_ -7 . Charter) o e :

2.02 Private Bu51ness School Reglstrat10n~‘

2.03 Private School License . O
2.04 Reglstered Manufacturer of Drugs and/or
U211 Devices: e L
2.05-'Reglstered Pharmac1 Certlflcate

2.06 'Reglstered , Wholesaler. of Drugs."and/orA

! Devices -

2.07 Registered - Wholesaler Repacker of Drugs-

. %+ . and/or Devices : . ;-
2.08 Storekeeper s Certlflcate

 ENERGY: PLANNING BOARD AND ENERGY OFFICE :

- 1.00 Preparatlon and 'rev151on of the State Energy
Master Plan. sEe e T R

NEW  YORK STATE ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY : : , A

1.00 Issuance of revenue bonds to finance pollution
abatement modifications in power—-generation
facilities and various energy projects.

g

VI-8



1.00

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Acquisition, - disposition, = lease, grant  of
easement and other activities related to the
management of lands under the jurisdiction of the
Department.

Classification of Waters Program; classification
of land areas under the Clean .Air Act.
FPacilities  construction, ~ : rehabilitation,

expansion, or demolition or the funding of such
activities. i T a

'Financ1al aSSistance/grant programs

’:4.0le'Capital prOJects for limiting_air pollution.

4.02 Cleanup of toxic waste’ dumps:

4.03 . Flood . control . beach jerOSion. and fother _if‘

“'water resource progects

. 4.04 Operating - aid to mun1¢1pal wastewater

-.  treatment’ faCilities*fT‘- S
4.05 Resource -g recovery. e and._-.solld - waste -
i 1management capital” projects ~

4.06;-Wastewater treatment faCllltlesJ

"Funding ass:n.stgnce:j for issuance of permits and""

other regulatory activities”(New York City only)

Implementation.<3f the Env1ronnental Quality BOnd_”$

Act of 1972,’1ncluding-

(a) Water ‘Quality Improvement Pro;ects

(b)) Land Preservation and Improvement Projects
including Wetland ~ Preservation and
Restoration Projects, Unique Area

: Preservation Projects, . - Metropolitan Parks
Projects, Open Space Preservation Projects
'and haterways Pro;ects.

Marine Finfish‘and Shellfish Programs.

New York Harbor Drift Removal Project.:
Permit and approval programs: '

9.01 Certificate of Approval for Air Pollution
‘ Episode Action Plan' ™ .

9102 Certificate of:- Compllance for Tax Relief -

. - Air Pollution Control Facility

9.03 Certificate  to . Operate: Stationary

- Combustion Installation; Incinerator;
Process, Exhaust or Ventilation System
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" 9.08

9.09

9,10

9.11
9.12
9.13

9.14
9.15'

9.16

9.17
9.18

-9.19

9.20
9.21

1 9.22
9.23

9.24

9.25
9.26

. Permit for Burial of Radioactive Material

Permit for Discharge of Radioactive
Material to Sanitary Sewer '

Permit for Restricted Burning :

Permit to  Construct: a  Stationary
Combustion . =~ ‘Installation;- ° Incinerator;

Indirect Source of Air . Contamination; .
"Process, Exhaust or Ventilation System
"Approval " of Plans -and Specifications for

Wastewater Treatment Facilities.
Certificate to. Possess and Sell Hatchery

-Trout in New York .State

Commercial Inland Fisheries Llcenses
Fishing Preserve License . :
Fur Breeder's License . . \
Game Dealer’s License . :
Licenses to Breed Domestic Game Anlmals
License to. Possess and Sell Live Game

Permit to Import, Transport and/or Expdrt
. under. Sectlon 184.1 (11-0511) ‘

Permit to Raise and Sell Trout

‘“Prlvate Bass Hatchery Permit-

hootlng Preserve Llcenses

Tax1dermy License S ' ' '
Certlflcate of Env1ronmental Safety (quuld
Natural Gas ‘and Liquid Petroleum Gas)
Floating Object Permit . v

‘Marine Regatta Permlt

Mining Permit .
Nav1gat10n Aid Permit

Permit '~ to 'Plug and - .Abandon (a
non-commercial oil, gas or solution mining
well)

Permltito ﬁse Chemlcals for ‘the Control or

'f“Ellmlnatlon of Aquatic Insects -

Permit’ to Use Chemicals for theAControl or

,Ellmlnatlon of Aquatic Vegetation :
. Permit to Use Chemicals - for the Control or
Extermination of- ‘Undesirable Fish

Underground Storage Permit (Gas)

. Well Drilling. Permit (0il, Gas, ‘end'

Solution Salt Mining)

Dlgger s Permit (Shellfish)

License of Menhaden Fishing Vessel

License ‘for  Non-Resident - Food Fishing
Vessel, :

Non—PeSLdent Lobster Permit - -
Marine’ Hatchery 'and/or OfF—Bottom Culture

'Shellflsh ‘Permits"’

Permits to Take Blue-Claw Crabs
Permit to Use Pond or Trap Net:
Resident Commercial Lobster Permit
Shellfish Bed Permit-

Shellfish Shipper's Permits

vVI-10
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9.42
9.43
9.44
9.45
9.46
9.47
9.48

9.49

" 9.50

9.51
9.52

" 9.53

~ ... Subdivision’ Plans -

'3i9.60;4Cert1f1cateﬁA'of Compllance f (Industrlal

‘10.00
11.00

12.00

9.54
© 9.55
9.56

9.57

'9.58

9.61

9.64
9.65

9.66

Special Permit to Take Surf Clams from
Waters other than the Atlantic Ocean
Approval - Drainage Improvement District
Approval - Water (Diversions for) Power
Approval of Well System and Permit to
Operate '

Permit - Article 15, (Protection of Water)
~ Dam ' :

Permit - Article 15, (Protection of Water)
- Dock, Pier or Wharf : '

Permit - Article 15, (Protection of Water)
- Dredge or Deposit Material in a Waterway
Permit -  Article 15, (Protection of Water)
-— Stream Bed or Bank Disturbances C
Permit - Article. 15, Title A15"(Water
Supply) ' _

Permit - Article 24, (Freshwater Wetlands)
Permit - Article 25, (Tidal Wetlands)
River Improvement District'approvalsi
River Regulatory District approvals

Well Drilling Certificate of Registration

Permit to Construct -and/or Operate a Solid
Waste Management Facility s

Septic Tank Cleaner and Industrlal Waste
Collector Permit- :

Approval of Plans for' Wastewater Dlsposal
Systems -

Certificate, - of- ; 'ﬁ"of,*'RealtY

Approval

Wastewater Treatment Facility) .
Letters of Certification for! Major Onshore
Petroleum Facility 0Oil Spill Preventlon and
Control Plan '

Permit - Article . 36 {Construction in Flood
Hazard Areas) ' '

Permit for State Agency Activities for
Development in Coastal Erosion' Hazards
Areas .

Permit Granted (for Use of State Malntalned
Flood Control Land) »

State Pollutant Discharge - Elimination
System (SPDES) Permit T

401 wWater Quallty Certlflcatlon S

Preparation and revision of Air Pollutlon State
Implementatlon Plan.;:A S .

Preparation and rev151on of Contlnuous Executlve
Program Plan. : . .

Preparation - and- revision of  Statewide
Environmental Plan. o -
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13.00 Protection . of Natural and ~Man-made Beauty
Program. : : ~ '

14.00 Urban Fisheries Program.
15.00 Urban Forestry Proéram,:

16.00 Urban Wildlife p'ro'gram.f. L

ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION

1.00 Flnanc1ng programA'ﬁ for ' pollutlon control

facilities for- .  industrial firms and small’

businesses,

FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION f.'A

1. 00 Fac111t1es . ; constructlon,"Ai' reheblllﬁatlon,'

expanSLOn,:or demolltlon or the fundlng of such
. activities. Tt PR :

'ofFiCE OF GENERAL SERVitESJJ““ |

1. OO Administration of the Public Lands Law ' for
acquisition and disposition of. lands, grants of
land and grants or easement of land under- water,
issuance of licenses for removal of materials
from lands under water, and oil and gas leases
for exploratlon and development. : -

2.00 Admlnlstratlon (3f Artlcle 4~ B Publlc Bulldlngs
Law, in ‘regard to the’ protectlon ‘and management
of State historic and  ‘cultural properties and
State . uses. of buildings . of historic,
'archltectural or cultural 51gn1f1cance.

3,00 Fac1llt1es - constructlon:f'I' rehabllltatlon"

expan51on, or demolltlon. -

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH-”

1.00 Facilities : Aconstfuction,-f rehabllltatlon,
expansion, or demolition or the fhndlng of such
act1v1t1es. B

' 2;00 Permlt and approval programs.:
2.01 Approval of . Completed Works for. Public
Water Supply Improvements

2.02 Approval of Plans for Publlc Water Supply
Improvements.
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Certificate of Need (Health  Related
Facility - except Hospitals)

Certificate of Need (Hospitals)

Operating Certificate (Diagnostic and
Treatment Center)

Operating - Certificate " (Health Related
Facility) - -

Operating Certificate (Hospice)

Operating Certificate (Hospital)

Operating Certificate (Nursing Home)

- Permit to Operate a Chlldren s Overnight or

Day Camp . .
Permit to Operate a Mlgrant Labor Camp
Permit to Operate . as a - Retail " Frozen

" Dessert Manufacturer

Permit ' - to’ Operate’ ”af‘-servicer Food
Establishment oL _ R
. Permit - to - - Operate i’as'. Temporary‘

Residence/Mass Gathering

Permit to Operate. or Malntaln a Sw1mm1ng
Pool or Public Bathing Beach ’

Permit - to Operate Sanltary Fac111t1es for'
Realty Subd1v151ons_, , .

Shared Health - Fac111ty :;fReglstratloni_
Certificate oD T T e e :

) - . DIVISION OF. 'HOUSING. AND: COMMUNITY RENEWAL and its.

sub51d1ar1es and afflllates

l.00_Fac111t1es B ’ﬁ’constructlon,~e?f “rehabilitation,
expansion, or demolition." C -

2.00 Financial assistance/grant programs: -

2.01
2.02
2.03
2.04
2.05
2.06

2.07
2.08

- 2.09.
2.10

Federal - Housing Assistance = Payments
Programs (Section 8 Programs)

Housing Development Fund Programs
Neighborhood Preservation Companles Program
Public Housing Programs. -

Rural Initiatives Grant Program

Rural Preservation Companies Program

Rural Rental Assistance Program .

Special Needs Demonstration Projects
Urban Initiatives Grant Program ’

Urban Renewal Programs,

3.00 Preparation and 1implementation of plans to
address housing and community renewal needs.

HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY

1.00 Funding = programs for the construction,

rehabilitation, or expansion of facilities.

VI-13



INTERSTATE SANITATION COMMISSION [regional agency]

1.00 Adoption and enforcement of air and water
pollution  standards within . the Interstate
Sanitation District. ’ . L

JoB DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

1 00 Flnanc1ng a551stance progrmns for commerc1al and

industrial fac111t1es.

MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES FINANCING AGENCY

1. 00 Flnanc1ng of medlcal care fac1llt1es.A,-

OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH

1. 00 Fac111t1es ‘f“' constructlon, - 'rehabilitation,

expansion, or demolition -or thé“funding of such

'act1v1t1es..?:f
2.00 Permlt and approval programs-

2 01 Operatlng Certlflcate (Communlty R851dence)
2.02 Operating Certificate (Family Care Homes)
~2.03 Operating Certificate (Inpatient Facility)
2.04 Operating Certificate (Outpatient Facility)

OFFICE OF ~ MENTAL ~ RETARDATION  AND. -~ DEVELOPMENT

DISABILITIES
1.00 Fac1lltles s ¢bnstruction;. . rehabilitation,
expansion, or demolition or "the funding of such
act1v1tles. S AR ‘

2.00 Permlt and approval programs.,A-

AJZQOLY"Establlshment E“aﬁ&f'{ Constructlon Prlor
C U Approval e
2.02 Operating Certificate Communlty Re51dence
2.03 Outpatient Facility Operating Certificate
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METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY [regional agency]

1.00 Facilities ‘construction, - : 'rehabilitation,
expansion, or demolition or the funding of such
activities. a ’

2.00 Increases in special fares for transportation
services to public water-related recreation

resources or facilities. -

DIVISION OF MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS'

1.00 Preparation and- implementation ~of the State
Disaster Preparedness Plan. o - :

NATURAL HERITAGE TRUST i
1.00 Funding , program for - natural T.heritage
1nst1tutions.,~- e e ST e

NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORITY [regional agency]

1 00. FaCllltleS, f’ construction,Af., rehabilitationp{
expansion, or demolition or - the-funding of such.
. .activities.. - -~ ... - . T i
2.00-Increases in “~special - fares for': transportation: -
services to. public water-related recreation
resources or facilities. - ' :

NIAGARA FALLS BRIDGE COMMISSION [regional agency]

1.00 Acquiszl.tlon,'-~ diSpOSition,_- ‘lease, ,grant‘. of
easement and other activities related to the
management of land under ‘the jurisdictlon of the

CommLSSion.

2.00 Fac1lities o constructlon, rehabilitation,
_expansion, or demolition. el S

NIAGARA FRONTIER TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY [regional
agency] L - N _ .
1.00 Acquisition, .'disposition, vlease,~' grant of
"easement and- other activities related to the
management of land under the Jurisdiction of the

Authority.
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2.00 Facilities. ~ ‘“construction,  rehabilitation,
expansion, or demolition. :

3.00 Increases in special fares for transportation
services to public water-related recreation
resources. :

OGDENSBURG BRIDGE AND PORT AUTHORITY [regional agency]

1 00 Acqulsltlon, dlspositioni_ lease,  grant of
‘easement and other activities related +to the

management of . land under the jurlsdlctlon of the

Authorlty-

2.00 Fa01llt1es construction, - rehabilitation,
expansion, or demolition. : : '

' OFFICE . OF 'PARKS, RECREATION 'AND ‘HISTORIC PRESERVATION
(including'Regional State Park Commissions) -

1 .00 Acqulsltlon,- dlsp051tlon, . lease,.” grant. of
.. easement or other. activities related to _the

'vﬁffmanagement of land under the jurlsdlctlon of the
[ Offlce.‘--; T S . ) . L .

"act1V1t1es..'

3.00 Fundlng program for recreatlonal boatlng,Asafety
.. and enforcement ‘

4.0b'Fundlng program for State; and 1local historic
T preservation projects." S ‘

S.OO-Land and Water Conservatlon Fund programs.

6.00 Nomlnatlon of propertles to the Federal and/or
State Reglster of Hlstorlc Places.:;w

7.00 Permlt and approval programs.

7 01 'Floatlng Objects Permlt

7.02 Marine Regatta Permit

7.03 - Navigation Aide Permit

7 04 Postlng of Slgns Out51de State Parks

8.00 Preparatlon and revision of the Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan and the
Statewide Comprehensive Historic Preservation
Plan | and - other plans for - public access,
recreation, ' historic 'preservation or related
purposes. -
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9.00 Recreation services programs.

10.00 Urban Cultural Parks Program

PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW’ JERSEY [regionalv
agency] E o

1.00 Acquisition,- disédeition; lease,w grant'. -of |

~ easement and other -activities related to the

- management of land under the- ]urisdiction of the
Authority. . : S :

2 00 Facilities construction, = rehabilitarion,
expansion, or demolition o T .

3.00 Waterfront development progect activities.

PORT OF OSWEGO' AUTHORITY [regional agency]

1. 00 AcquiSition, ' dlSpQSltlonf : lease, " grant of
easement and other activities related to the-
...~ management of land under -the- jurisdictlon of the
. Authority. st - v T R

. 2.00 Facilities ”"71construction, _rehabilitatidn§=“
‘ egpansion; or: demolition._j”" LT o

POWER AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

1.00 Acquisition, disposition, lease, grant of
easement -and other activities related to the
management of land under the ]urisdiction of the

Authorlty

'2.00 Facilities construction, ' rehabilitation,
. expansion, or demolition. ‘

ROCHESTER-GENESEE REGIONAL, TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

[reg 1 agency] RN Ce T

l 00 AchlSltlon, 'Adiep6Si£idn;:' lease, grant  of
easement and -other. activities related to the
management of land under the jurisdiction of the

Authority

‘ 2-00'Faci11t1es ’ construction, - rehabilitation,
expansion, or demolition. o

3.00 Increases in special fares for transportation
services to public water-related recreation

resources.,
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NEW YORK STATE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION
1.00 Corporation for Innovation-Development Program.
2.00 Center for Advanced Tecnnology Program.

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

1.00 Facilities construction, - -vrehabilitation,

~ expansion, or demolition or the. fundlng of such

act1v1t1es.-.
2.00 Homeless Houslng and A551stance Program
3.00 Permlt and'approval programs:

3.01° Certificate .- of.- Incorporatlon L (Adult
.. Residential Care Facilities)- '

. '3.02 Operating Certlflcate (Children's Serv1ces)

. 3.03 Operating. Certificate’ (BEnriched - Housing
. Program). oo oot L
3.04  Operating Certificate (Home for Adults)
3.05 Operating Certificate (Proprietary Home)

...3.06 Operating Certificate (Public Home) .

"~ 3.07 . Operating . Certlflcate (Spec1al Care Home)

. 3.08. Permit to Operate a’ Day Care Center o

DEPARTMENT b’é‘ STATE R

-._l.00 Appalachlan Reglonal Development Program

2?00 Coastal Management Program |

3;0b Communlty Services Block Grant.Program;

4.00 Permit and approval programs: | |
4.01 Billiard Room'Liéense

4.02 Cemetery Operator T ‘
4 03 Unlform Flre Preventlon and Bulldlng Code

STATE: tINIVERSITY CONSTRUCTI_QN .F'UND_

1.00 Facilities ° ..construction, - °~ rehabilitation,
" ... expansion, or demolition or the funding of such
-activities. L T : :
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

1. 00 Acqu151tlon, dlsp031tlon, " lease, . grant of
easement and other activities related to the
management of land under the Jjurisdiction of the
'Unlver51ty.- :

2 GO—Fac1ltt1es~-—4~censtructlonﬂ_I;_““rehabllltatlon,ﬂ
expanslon, or demolltlon. CoL :

DIVISION OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES

1 00 Fac1llt1es '.d constructlon,,’ . rehabilitation,
expanSLOn,_or demolltlon or the funding of such-
act1v1t1es.';-%l_;: S

‘2, OO Permlt and approval programs-'*-

”2;01_ Certlflcate of Approval(Substances Abuse
Serv1ces Program) :

THOUSAND ISLANDS BRIDGE AUTHORITY ”[reglonal agency]

l 00 Acqu151tlon,i dlSPOSLtlon,lf 1ease, ‘grant of}
‘easement. and . other. act1v1t1es related to thei-
- management of land under the jurlsdlctlon of the

Authorlty.

2.00 Facilities constructlon, - rehabilitation,.
expanSTOn, or demolltlon.i

‘NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY [reglonal agency]

-. 1.00 AchlSltlon, dlSposrtlon,:».lease, grant - of

easement and ’other activities related to the
management of land under the jurlsdlctlon of the

I'fAuthorltv

2.00 Facilities construction, ~  rehabilitation,
. expansion; or demolltlon.TA 2 - '

3.00 Permit‘and-approval programs.amfl
3.01 Advert151ng Dev1ce Permlt

3.02 Approval to Transport Radldactlve Waste
3.03 Occupancy Permlt :

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION'
1.00 Acquistion, dispoSition,Alease; grant of easement
and other activities related to the management of
land under the jurisdiction of the Department.
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2.00 Constructlon," rehabilitetioh,f expaﬂéieh;" or
" demolition of- facilities, ' including - but ' not

11m1ted to.

(a)
(b)
()
()
(e)

Highways and parkways

Bridges on the State hlghways svstem
Highway and’ parkway malntenance facilities
Barge Canal ‘ :

Rail fac111ties

3.00 Flnanc1al a551stance/grant programs-

':_Sub51d1es“

Fundlng B '*;ﬂ; programs' _ o for
construction/reconstruction = o and
reconditioning/preservation of  municipal

- streets:. and: highwajs (excluding. routlne

maintenance -and mlnor rehabllltatlon)

Funding . programs. for development of the
ports of. Albany, _Buffalo, . Oswego,

Ogdensburg and New York .
Funding programs. for rehabllltatlon and

f?replacement of municipal bridges.. _

Subsidies: program for marglnal branchllnes
'abandoned by Cornrail . - : _ -
.'program j“for =»passenger ; rall

serv:. ce

Eﬁ;dOAPermlts and approval programs.-'.-

'.:4 01

~4Loz'

" 4.05
'4.06

4.07.

4.08

;Approval f appllcatlons 1fo}ﬁﬁ“airpo:t

1mprovements (construction projects)™

Approval:of - municipal applications for
" Section 18 Rural and Small Urban® Transit

Assistance Grants(construction projects)
Approval - - of. . municipal or  regional

"transportation. authority applications for

funds for . design, . construction and
rehabilitation of omnibus malntenance and
storage facilities

Approval = of . municipal or - regional

* transportation authority applications for

funds for. design and constructlon of rapid
transit facilities '

Certificate. of Convenlence and NeceSSLty to -

Operate- a Railroad =
Highway- Work. Permlts

License : to -'Operate_a Major . .Petroleum
- Facilities . ‘. .. ‘ S :
Outdoor =~ - Advertising - Permit - (for

off-premises advertlslng signs adjacent to

1nterstate and prlmary hlghway)
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4.09 Permits for Use and Occupancy of N.Y. State
Canal Lands [except Regional Permits (Snow
Dumping) ] _

4.10 Real Property Division Permlt for Use of
State~0wned Property

5.00 Preparation or revision’ of the’ Statew1de Master

Plan - for Transportation and sub-area or special

.. 'plans "and studies’ related, to the transportation
"needs of the State. ' :

'6.00 Water "ﬁ Operatlon - and - Maintenance

s Program——Act1v1t1es related to the containment of

petroleum spills and development of an emergency
orl—splll control network

URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION and 1ts sub51d1ar1es and
afflllates S - . Sl

1 00 AchlSltlon, " disposition, lease, grant of
easement and: other  activities -related " to the
management. of. land. under . the jurlsd1ctlon of the

Corporatlon.,jrfp,,H e
2.00 Constructlon, rehabilitation, . expansion,. or.
- demolition of -~ residential, © commercial,’

industrial, and civic facilities and the funding
of such activities, including but not limited to
actions under the following programs:

(a) Tax—Eyempt Financing Program
~ (b) Lease Collateral Program -
(c}) Lease Financial Program
(d) Targeted Investment Program :
(e) Industrlal Bulldlngs Recycllng Program

DIVISION OF YOUTH

'1.00 Facilities . ‘ ‘construction, frehabilitation,‘
expansion, or demolition and the funding or.
approval - of such activities. - -

2. Federal Agencies

DIRECT FEDERAL ACTIVITIES AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Marine Fisheries Services

1.00 Fisheries Management‘Plans
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' DEPARTMENT OF .DEFENSE -

ArmyﬁCorps of Englneers

1.00 Proposed author1zat10n5< for dredging, channel
- - improvements, .- .breakwaters, . other navigational
works, or erosion control structures, beach
replenishment, dams or flood control works, ice
management practices and "activities, and other
projects w1th potentlal to impact coastal lands
and waters. : : o

~2.00 Land acqulsltlon for spoilt disposal or other
' purposes . L

. 3;0Q Selectlon of open water dlsposal 51tes..<f;i3

Army, Navy and Alr Force S

4;00' Locatlon, de51gn,' and acqulsltlon~ of new or

- " expanded defense installations. (active or reserve

,w;pstatus, ,J..lncludlng a55001ated o housing,
};transprotatlon or other fac111t1es) R

750007 P

.EC.OO EStabliShmeunwg.of;; 1mpact, Eoompateoilityb_ or

o restrlcted use’ zones U

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY' o

1.00 Prohlbltlon orders.;

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

"1.00 Acqulsltlon, locatlon and de51gn of proposed
‘Federal Government property or buildings, whether
leased or owned by the Federal Government.

2.00 Dlsp051tlon »of Federal surplus . “lands and
structures - . L S

bEéARTMBNT“or_INTERIoRJ

VFish and>wilolife'Service‘

1.00 Management of National Wildlife refuges and
proposed acgquisitions.
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Mineral Management Service

2.00 ocCs lease sale. activities -including tract
selection, lease sale stipulations, etc. - :

National Park Service

3.00 . National . Park ~and. 'Seaehefe : management " and

proposed acquisitions. -

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

dAmtrak; Conrail

1.00 Expansions, curtailmenté, f‘new . construction,
- upgradings or abandonments of railroad facilities
. or’ serv1ces,.in or affecting the State's. coastal

_ Coast Guard

2.00 Location and design,. ébnstruCtlon'onnenIargement
"of Coast Guard statlons, bases, and lighthouses.

3.00 Locatlon, placement or removal of navigation
devices which are - not part of the routine
operations under the Alds tx: Nav1gat10n Progrmn

~ (ATON) .
4.00 Expansion, 'ahandonment, - de51gnat10n or.
anchorages, lightering- areas or shipping lanes
'_and ice management practlces and . act1v1t1es.

Federal Av1at10n Admlnlstratlon

5.00 Location and de51gn, constrhctlon, ‘malntenance,
' and demolltlon of Federal alds ‘to alr nav1gat10n

Federal nghwangdmlnlstratlon‘

6.00 Highway construction. .

St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corgoration.'

7.00 Acquisition, location, design, improvement and
construction of new and existing facilities for
the operation 'of the. Seaway, incuding traffic
safety, traffic control and -length of navigation
season. ' ' I
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'FEDERAL LICENSES AND PERMITS -

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE"'”

Army Corps of Engineers

1.00

3,00

Construction, of dams, dikes or ditches across
navigable waters, or obstruction or alteration of
navigable waters required under Sections 9 and 10
of the Rivers and Harbors -Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C.
401, 403).

Establishment of harbor llnes pursuant to Section
11 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33
U. S C. 404 405) ' o o

.Occupatlon FOE seawall ‘, bulkhead ,jetty, dike,
-levee, wharf, pier, or other work built by the

U, S. pursuant to Section 14 of the Rivers and

» AHarbors Act of l899 (33 U.s.cC. .408)

"Approval of plans for .1mprovements ‘made at

"-'pr:.vate expense ‘under. USACE supervision pursuant

6.00

7.00

5,00 - :"Dlsposal"i

to the R:Lvers and Harbors Act of 1902 (33 U.S.C.

U.S., pursuant’ to the Clean Water Act, Section
404, (33 U S C 1344) ) :

:-All actJ.ons for whlch permlts are- required
pursuant .to’ Sectlon 103-of the Marine Protection, .
Research and . Sa.nctuarles Act. of 1972 (33 U.s.C. .

1413). -

Construction‘"of artificial islands and fixed
structures in "'Long .Island Sound pursuant to
Section 4(f) -of the Rlver and Harbors Act of 1912

(33 U.s.C.).

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Economic Regulatory Conunls 51on

1.00

2.00

Regulatlon of gas plpelines, and licensing of
import or ex port of natural gas pursuant to the
Natural : Gas Act (15 U.s.C. "717) and the Energy
Reorganlzatlon Act of 1974. ST

Exemptlons from prohlbltlon orders.

o ovI-24

£ dredged spo:.ls J.nto the waters of the -



Federal Energy Requlatory Commission

3.00 Licenses  for non4Federall"hYdroeleétrin~projects‘f

- and primary  transmission lines  under. Sections
3(11), 4(e)- and 15 of .the Federal Power Act (16
U.s.cC. 796(11), 797(11) and 808)

-4.00' Orders-. for : 1nterconnectlon 3 of electric .

transmission fac111t1es under Sectlon 202 (b) of
the Federal Power Act (15 v, S C 824a(b))

5.00 Certlflcates for the constructlon. and operation
' of -interstate: natural - gas pipeline  facilities,
including- both' plpellnes and terminal facilities
under Section. 7(c). . the. Natural Gas Act

(15 U. S C. 7l7f(c)) o

6.00 Permission’ and approval for the abandonment of
~ natural -gas pipeline facilities under- Section
7(b) of the Natural Gas Act (15-U.5.Cs:717£(b)).

V ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

1.00 NPDES perm’ts and other..permlts - for Federai‘

installations, discharges in contiguous zones and
- ocean waters, sludge ‘runoff ~ and aquaculture
permits pursuant .to Section 401, 402, 403, 405,
and* 318 of the Federal: Water: Pollutlon. Control
Act of 1972 (33 U.s.C. 1341, 1342, 1343, ‘and
1328)- ST T ’.'j . .

2,00 Permits pursuant to: the Resources _Recovery and

Conservatlon Act of 1976.:p tern

'3.00 Permits’ pursuant to the underground injection

control program under Section 1424 of the Safe
Water Drinking Water Act’ (42 U.S. C 300h~c)

4.00 Permlts pursuant to the Clean Alr Act of 1976
(42 U.s.cC. 1857) ) .

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

FPish and Wildlife Services

1.00 Endangered species permits pursuant to the
Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 153(a)).
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B

Mineral Manag ment Serv1ce

: 2 00

1.00

1. 00

DEPARTMEN'I_‘ OF TRANSPQRTATI__ON_' |

Permlts fo drlll rlghts of use and easements for
construction : and “maintenance ‘of pipelines,
gathering ~ and ~flow - lines  and ‘- associated
structures pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1334,
exploration ‘and development plans, and any other
permits or authorlzatlons granted for activities
described in detail - in 0oCs exploration,
development, and production”plans.

Permits required for pipelines crossing federal
lands, = including OCS lands, and associated
activities pursuant to the O0OCS Lands Act
(43 U.S.C. 1334) and 43 U.S.C. 931 (c) and 20

U.S.C. 185n

‘INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

Authorlty to abandon rallway lines (to the extent

that the abandonment involves removal of trackage

and disposition of right-of-way); - authority to

COnstruct rallroads,-authorlty to construct coal

slurry plpellnes.“jf”,

=NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Llcen51ng' .and: ceralflcatlon ‘of _the : siting,

construction and operation of nuclear power plans

- ‘pursuant to Atomic: Energy Act of 1954, Title II
of the Energy. Reorganization Act of. 1974 and the .
4Nat10nal Env1ronmental Pollcy Act of 1969

Coast Guard

1.00

2.00-

Construction ‘or modification of bridges,
causewvays or pipelines over navigable waters
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 1455.

Permits for Deepwater . Ports. pursuant to the
Deepwater Ports Act of 1974 (33 U .5.C. 1501)

Federal Av1at10n Admlnlstratlon

3.00

Permits and'licenses“for construction, operation
or alteration of airports.
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FEDERAL ASSISTANCE*

.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

10 068 Rural Clean Water Program ,

10.409 - Irrigation, Dralnage, and Other 5011 and Water
e Conservation Loans ‘

10.410 ' Low to Moderate Income Hou51ng Loans '

10.411 Rural Hou51ng Site Loans : - .

10.413 Recreation Facility Loans

10.414 Resource Conservation and Development Loans
10.415 Rural Rental Housing Loans : :
10.416 Soil and Water Loans _

10.418: Water . and - Waste .. Dlsposal Systems for Rural
oo Communities e

10.419 . Watershed Protectlon and Flood Preventlon Loans
+10.422 - Business and - Industrial Loans-

10.423 . Community Fa0111t1es Loans: f S

10.424  Industrial Development Grants.-iv

~10.426 Area Development Assistance Plannlng Grants
10.429 Above Moderate Income Housing Loans

10.430 Energy. Impacted Area Development Assistance
, - - Program -

10.901 ‘Resource Conservatlon and Development

10.902 Soil and Water Conservation =

10.904 wWatershed Protection and Flood Preventlon
10.9061‘R1ver Bas;n Surveys and,Investlgat;ons_

DEPARTMENT OF COhMERCE N

- 11. 300T Economlc_ Development = Grants- and Loans for:
Public Works and Development Facilities o
11.301. Economic Development -  Business Development :
oL Assistance . o . . -
11.302 Economic - Development iﬁ_.Support for Planning L
o Organizations: .

" 11.304 Economic Development - State and Local Economlc
. Development Planning _
11.305 Economic Development —_State and»Local Economic

_ : Development Planning
11.307 Special’ Economlc Development and Adjustment
© 'Assistance - Program ~ . Long. Term. Economic
" Deterioration . ) S '

11.308 Grants to States for Supplemental  and Basic
Funding of Titles I, 1II, III, IV, and V.
Activities ST ’

11.405 Anadromous and Great . Lakes Fisheries

' Conservation-
11.407 Commercial Fisheries Reqearch and Development

11.417 Sea Grant Support

*Numbers refer to the Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Programs, 1980 and its two subseqguent

updates.
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11

11

.501

.509

11.427 Fisheries. ‘Development . “and " Utilization = -
Research and - Demonstratién - Grants - and

Cooperatlve Agreements Program

Development and Promotlon “‘of  Ports-: and
Intermodal Transportation S N
Development and = Promotion of  Domestic
Waterborne Transport Systems ‘ C

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

14.

14.

14,
14

14,

14

14
©14.

14

l4
14

15

15.
15.

15.
15.
15.
15,
15.
15.
15.
.950

15

15.

15.

112

115

117

.124

125

126
.127
218 -
219

221
.223,

ADE?AﬁfMENT"OF[iNTERIORVE““”‘5*

.400

402
403

411
417
600
605
611
613
802

951

592

Mortgage Insurance - Construction or
Substantial Rehabilitation . of Condominium
Projects - : e e 4

Mortgage Insurance - -- Development of Sales Type

 Cooperative Projects

Mortgage Insurance - Homes A o
Mortgage " Insurance’ = Investor . Sponsored
Cooperative -Housing . el

Mortgage ' Insurance ﬂ- Land Development and New '
-Communltles_ L : )
"Mortgage - Insurance

Management ,i Type

Cooperatlve Progects.7; :
Mortgage Insurancée = Moblle Home Parks-»
Community - Development Block Grants/Entltlement

Grants -

Community Development Block Grants/Small C1t1es

Program -

‘Urban -Development Actlon Grants : e
Indian - ;-Communlty -’Development _. Block  ‘Grant
e Program : - TR

‘Outdoor' Recreatlon Acqulsltlon,‘ Development

and Planning T

Outdoor Recreatlon - Technlcal A551stance
Disposal of Federal Surplus Real Property‘for
Parks, Recreation, and Historic Monuments
Historic Preservation Grants-In-Aid

Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Program
Anadromous Fish Conservation.. .

Fish Restoration :

Wildlife Restoration .

Marine Mammal Grant Program

Minerals Discovery Loan Program

"National Water Research and Development Program

Water Resources Research and Technology -
Assistance to State Institutes o

Water Research and Technology - Matching Funds
to State InstltuteSf - ST L
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20", 102
20.103
20.205
20 309

20 310"

20.506
20.509

39 002

49, 002‘

49.011

49.013
49.017
49.018

59.012
53.013.
59.024.
.59.025~
59.031.

66.001»

66.418

' 66.426

66.451

66.452

ZN_DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION f‘.

"Alrport Development Ald Program
“Airport Planning Grant Program .

Highway Research, Planning, and Constructlon‘
Railroad Rehabllltatlon and Improvement -
Guarantee of Obligations ’ B .
Railroad - Rehabilitation and: ImproVement' -

,Redeemable Preference Shares

Urban Mass Transportation Demonstration Grants
Public Transportation for Rural and Small Urban
Areas¢,A_ . . .

]GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Dlsposal of Federal Surplus Real Property

.'COMMUNITY SERVICES ADMINISTRATION o

Communlty Actlon

Community Economic Development

State Economic Opportunity Offices

Rural Development Loan Fund : -
Housing and Community  Development (Rural
Housing) o T

o sMAnLABUSINESS-AbMINiSiRATION-ij;'::

'Small Bu51ness Loans

State and Local Development Company Loans;
Water Pollution Control Loans - - . =

Air Pollution Control Loans . - - - . .- S
Small .. Business, Pollution; Control:: Financing -

’Guarantee ;

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Air Pollutlon Control Program Grants: -
Constructlon Grants for Wastewater Treatment

Works X , . _
Water Pollutlon Control - State and Areawide

- Water Quallty Management Planning Agency

Solid and Hazardous Waste Management Program

Support Grants .
SOlld Waste Management Demonstratlon Grants_
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i?;DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE’;

E'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOP

DEPARTMFNT OF DEFENSE

66.600-_Environmental':Protection- Consolidated Grants
.- Program:: Support:’. Comprehen51ve Environmental
. Response, : Compensatlon and : Llablllty (Super

R Fund) - , : S

Federal and State AétiéﬁEE.aﬂdffProgramgigNeeeesary _to:

Further the LWRP:

Federal Agenc1esA

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

a. contlnued funding through ' the Small Cities CDBG
Program to sustain the City's on-going residential and
commercial rehabilitation and public improvement

efforts.

b. potential consideration  of Urban . Dévelopment Action

Grant (UDAG) funding to assist in implementation of .

large-scale redevelopment- opportunities. identified in

the. Port area; " and- on:. the: central -and. © northern -

sectlons of the Clty s Rlverfront

potentlal de51gnat10n of the Fort Crallo and/or Baﬂl

nelghborhoods on ‘the Natlonal Reglster of Hlstorlq

Places

de51gnatlon of A forelgn “krade zohe“tihblhdihdﬁAthe“

: Rensselaer 51de of the Port of Albany

a. issuance of " a - Corps of Engineers permit for -

~development of..a pedestrian-scale bridge over Mill
Creek to permit linkage of the -north and south
'sectlons of Rlverfront Park : ‘

State Agencies

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

a. review and approval of the City of Rensselaer's LWRP.
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approval of preconétruction CZM grant funds for the

b.
" several priority LWRP projects identified in Section
V. S 2 . . ‘
LEGISLATURE
a. 'approval of a forelgn trade zone de51gnatlon for the -
Port of Albany. R .
b. approval of the regionalization,of'the management'and

financing of the Port of Albany, including assumption
of the ex15t1ng debt of the Port. ’ : '

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION '

ad.

plannlng, de51gn, fundlng and 1mplementatlon. of the
following transportation improvement projects: Port
Access Roadway, NYS- Route 9J (South Street)-
reconstruction, Teller's Crossing elimination, and
site .improvements at Albany-Rensselaer Rail Passenger

Terminal.

plannihg, design, funding. and implementation with the
City of Phase 2 and 3 improvements at Rensselaer
Riverfront Park ' - ' L i -

correction of an ex1st1ng erosion problmn below the.

.Dunn Memorial Bridge ramps caused by runoff from. the = *

bridge;. the result of a »poorly _designed bridge'
drainage system..ti, o o o T

’ OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATTON AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

a;

.approval of. fundlng funder the Land"and Water

Conservation Fund for priority waterfront. recreatlon
projects identified by the LWRP ' : :

assistance in survey and other activities related to.
the potential designation of the Fort Crailo and/or
Bath' neighborhoods on the ©National Register of .
Historic Places. SR ' : A
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SECTION VII . |

, CONSULTATION WITH OTHER AFFECTED FEDERAL,

‘STATE, -REGIONAL AND LOCAL AGENCIES .






L

'malntalned--

S';'*-'Staff and consultant meetlng

Consultation with ~those governmental - agenc1es and - other"

organlzatlons identified as- having: an” interest.in the preparation .
of the " City's Local 'Waterfront Revitalization Program has - been
achieved: through.:the use of tworapproaches.- Flrst,- there - are
efforts dating from late 1975 dealing with the City's Wateérfront
Plannlng Activities prior to Rensselaer's involvement in the
State's: Coastal... Management. Program, which in turn _ have become
core: components - of . the LWRP. . Second, 5pec1f1c " consultation
regarding *.the LWRP . was initiated in later 1982" - and continued
throughout the preparatlon of. the draft ; e

Active publlC partlclpatlon has been an 1ngredlent in each of ‘the

'studies of the Rensselaer Riverfront that has occurred durlng the

1976-84 -period. " The BiMQLfLQnL_Dgzngpmgnt_Elgn for. instance,
was - prepared under . the guidance of . both.  the  City Planning.
Commission and the Waterfront Study Adv1sory Committee, a group
representing diverse bu51nes§, residential " and institutional
interests and . varied perspectives ..on . the revitalization
opportunltles w1th1n the Clty. DU o

The current Local Waterfront Revrtallzatlon. Program plannlng
effort included the same level of commitment to opportunity for
public involvement in the consultation process. : In addition to
1ssue—spec1f1c discussions with. thé affected individuals and
agencies, the following.:_publ;c._part1c1patlonﬁﬂ~$chedule .was

: ‘Planning Commission ' (a§

- public-: adv1sory - 'group). .discuss. - CIM program and |
. developnent - of~ Local Waterfront‘ Revitallzatlon Plan '
' (February l, 1983) e s ; , _ SRR

. f:Publlc 1nformatlonal meetlng held to explaln Coastal zohe*;*=
- Management Program. and- .City's -.'direction 'and goals in®
- development of LWRP. . Included discussion of State Coastal~ﬂ

Ianagement Policies as they apply. to Clty (May 24, 1983)

.. Staff, consultant- and Plannlng Comm1551on workshOp held
’ regardlng specific issues for inclusion in LWRP (June 20,
1983)' T B o .

Plannlng Commission discussion of Transportation Improvement
Policy statement, partial Columbia Street rezoning, and
projects for priority consideration (July 5, 1983);

. Staff and Planning Commission meeting with Fort Crailo
Neighborhood Association members to discuss potential
rezoning of Columbia Street section (at that time Historic
Residential) to allow limited commercial development - in

presently vacant parcel. (July 25, 1983);
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. - Publlc hearlng held by staff, consultant ‘andanlannlnév,:'
Commission - to »e11c1t Comment’ ~on " -Local. . Waterfront
Revitalization Plan, w1th outllne draft presented 1n deta11

(August 2, 1983),y”-

1983);

4, 1985)

In addltlon to thosegstate'agencieé~identified.in Section- VI,
throughout its waterfront planning - activities the <City has

maintained consultatlon w1th such further partles of 1nterest as

the following:
. Rensselaer Chamber of Comnerce,
Capital District Transportatlon Commlttee,'

the Albany Port Dlstrlct Comm1551on,

. the Cap1tal Dlstrlct Reglona

l-f'the Rensselaer Count' Gov‘ h"

-. - nelghborlng'
Greenbush and the C1ty of Albany.

Upon completlon,= the . “draft LWRP 'was avallable for__rev1ew and

comment . - by all. affectea - agenc1es and-~1nterested partles.,

‘Comments .received. were- 'reV1ewed and analyzed. Where such
comments ‘warranted.’ changes to ‘Ehe-““draft-. LWRP,A ‘they - were

accommodated in. -the final program document and the FEIS to the_

maximum. extent p0551b1e._¢42_~”ﬁ$
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Publlc presentatlon of Draft Local Waterfront Rev1tallzat10nlf
Plan at meetlng of Rensselaer Common Counc1l (August' 7,~ -

Comrion Counc11 held publlc hearlng on Draft EIS (September -

‘Plannlng Comm15510n- S
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The Clty s Env1ronmental Quallty Rev iew Law -was 'amended as

. defined by  the .Statewide- "Regulations. . -Additional . language -

regarding- consistency.with. local and state’ pollcles and. purposes .
contained in the LWRP: and establishing procedures. for consistency
determinations ‘are also included in this amended law.. Thus, any-
action’ that 1is proposed to occur in the Coastal Zone Area is a
Type .I action, which requires an environmental. assessment and a.
determlnatlon of’ conslstency w1th the 'LWRP. - SRR LEL

The Clty Env:.rOnmental Quallty ReV1ew Comm'lttee," establlshed to
review action:‘ .light of SEQR. - 'requirements, will ther_efore

'simultaneously - determlne con51stency with . the _,ALWR‘P .and

effectlvely become the Waterfront Review Commlttee..»

The amended CJ.ty of Rensselaer Env1ronmental Quallty Rev:Lew Law
isg 1ncluded m.thln the Appendlx of this LWRP A

LOCAL MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE NECESSARY TO IL“IPLEHENT THE LWRP

City - OfflClalS and agenc1eS'- who vull work cooPeratlvely to~-
achieve - the objectives of the LOCAL. WATERFRONT REVITALIZATIOM
PROGRAM 1nclude, but are. certalnly not llmlted to, the followmg

ojd - Q¢ n_ Council, The Common Counc1l . Rensselaer's,
leglslature, or- pollcy—maklng body._ ‘The" Counc1l plays a key role
in the. development ‘and fundlng < of : mun1c1pal programs - and.

: servn.ces. . The. Mayor;: -who':is not.a; ‘member of. the, Common. Counc:.l, -

is the- Chlef electediofficial: of.- ‘the. City. s As such, ‘the Mayor. is
respon51ble for: the day~to- day adlnlnlstratlon of City. government.._
The - Common Council further has the: sole power to adopt and amend
leglslatlon, - except for the Planning Commission's addption
authorlty -under. the land subd1v151on regulatlons J.ncludlng the
Clty s Zonlng Law._-;..;: _;:';; T S Ll T A

The Rensselaer Common Counc1l w1ll, ‘in fact, be the des:.gnateo
lead = agency for setting policy regarding 1mplementatlon of. the
LOCAL ~ WATERFRONT: REVITALIZATION: PROGRAM, . ‘with. . 'the . Mayor
designated as . 'the:principal-local. official for LWRP management
and coorcu.natlon, including the monitoring of proposed State and

_Federal actlons for cons 1stency w1th the LWRP._,

ng The Plannlng Commission will prov1de 1nput
to the Mayor and the Common Council on the prioritization of LWRP -
projects and activities and will, as provided for in the City's "
existing local laws and regulations, provide detailed review of
projects under subdivision, site plan and related review and

approval devices. -
The Planning Commission will also pfovide a suitable forum for

local community input on LWRP matters from individual citizens
and groups, such as the Rensselaer Chamber of Commerce and the
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Fort Crallo Trlangle Nelghborhood Assoc1atlon.4 Under the amended:'j’
City  Envirommental :'Quality. Review Law,.the Commission:: Swill -be..--
allowed  to make con51=tency determinations regarding development:"

in the Coastal Zone Area ln reference to the LWRP

the follow1ng-" (1) grantsmanship = and administration for
comprehen51ve LWRP projeéct: funding,- 1nclud1ng related:: technical

and- financial assistaince to- prlvate sector. -participants;.. (2). .-
technical -project’ review:' for - Mayor- and Planning . Commission. -/
regarding compatibility with the LWRP and SEQR policies and other. .

“applicable local . laws. and.. regulations; and (3) staff
coordination for IDA and-- Plannlng Comm1551on. '

OTHER PRIVATE AND PUBLIC ACWIONS NECESSARY 70O IMPLEHENT THE'LWRP

.Iruual__ggzernmen__agtlgns; In' acdltlon to the de51gnat10n of  an-’
of

appropriate management structure and the identification

existing local' laws . and regqulations which are .directed to
impl ementation. of LWRP-embraced objectives, City actlons deemed
necessary to- 1mplement the LWRP are as follows- S

ng of - - In accordance w1th the procedure detalled
in Article  VII ' of‘

"mixed™ us

the central and northern Rlverfront areas.-

T “Revitalizati ivities. s As .
dlscussed under "Proposed Public and Private Pro;ects w1th1n:f
Section. IV, - the City will pursue financial -and” technical .-
assistance ' from’ State and Federal agencies (see Section. .VI).

to 'complement “its. - 'in-house = :resources .and - further

revitalization- efforts and LWRP 1mplementat10n.xk PrlOIltlES@;;ﬁ

1dent1f1ed for early 1mp1ementat10n are’ the follow1ng.ﬁ:.*w‘

- developnent of ‘Port’ Connector Roadway and stlmulatlon“
' through” an intensive narketlng effort of the more
intensive - utlllzatlon of Port : district,ﬁandﬁ_related

”;_1ndustr1al lands,_L

- i'development of’ the Port Area Overlook-

- detallea fea51b111ty studles (economlc and phy51cal) for -

redevelopment of the central and northern Riverfront
areas; o : . '

- a ' k- A 3 Under the Mayor s dlrectlonr;;_
the Director of. Planning and Development will be- respon51ble for - .-

“the-City's Zoning Law, the -City- will.

. consider” upon spéc1f1c application:.Planned Development (PD) - .-
'-.,rezonlngat ‘pernit’ the wekl-serviced and sensitively-designed . .-
and’¢luster~type developments recommended. within ° -
Section ™ IV, "Proposed ‘Band ‘and Water Uses ‘and; Projects;? for e
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A Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) is a pértherShipl
effort which reguires firm local commitment. This section of the
LWRP details the City of Rensselaer's commitment to its LWRP.

To insure that ' the needs and desires of the community - were
reflected 1in the local program, the Common Council of Rensselaer
appointed the Planning Commission . the Waterfront  Advisory
Committee, representing public -and private interests and: the
general citizenry. This committee, with assistance from program
staff, held a series of meetings to contribute and review
sections of the program as they were drafted. Government
agencies and private groups attended  these meetings.
Recommendations of the committee on - completed sections were
transmitted to the Mayor and Common Council for consideration.

In this nanner, 51gn1f1cant contrlbutlons of time, interest. and.
expertise were drawn from Rensselaer's businessmen and residents
into the preparation of the Local ' Waterfront Revitalization
Progran. Citizen input improved the data base, verified program
information, evaluated various alterrnatives and expressed the-

Avalues ana concerns of tne connunlty

'”Follow1ng the’ completlon of the araft program,» ineluding “the .
draft EIS, the Common. Council. approved the draft documents <and - -

submitted them to the NYS Department of State for distribution®to

- federal- and State agenc1es for a 60-day review perlod,4 required.

by . Executive - Law,: Article- 42.. At the same. time, the. draft

"documents were  filed and distributed as .required by the . SEQRA.;"f”

As a result, there Were a number of comments received for Whlch
further revisions and: refinements needed in- the LWRP were“
identified. These revisions and refinements were. descrlbeﬁb in-
the final EIS and incorporated into the final LWRP document. “The
final program.document was then adopted by the Common Council and -
submlttea to the NYS Secretary of State for approval.

The Clty has recognlzed the need to contlnue publlc and prlvateﬂ
involvement in and commitment to the implementation of the LIRP.
It has thus proposed that the Common Council will be responsible

 for setting policy regarding implementation of the LWRP. The

Mayor will be responsible for management and coordination of the -
LWRP. The Director of Planning and Development will serve as
staff to the Mayor and Planning Commission on LWRP matters.
These  entities will have specific duties, povers  and
responsibilities in furthering waterfront pollcles, pro;ectc and
other program activities (see Section V).
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A'~surficzal/

NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS

ﬁimpracticalities in development because of exce551ve
“cost for:-land- preparation, improvements and/or
construction. "In other cases, ‘eritical and unique areas’
would be forever:lost if development were to proceed.
Hazards might be-created to both life and property. As
public health, safety and environmental values are all
critical factors that must be taken into consideration,
analysis will suggest. that, while. there are good build-
ing sites in the City of Rensselaer, there are other
- land areas that either’ should be retained in a natural
‘ 'state of developed for - open space purposes. . :

“'located in the City;
.front, the follow1ng I

thel arious surface
encountered in . .-
rovides” thase data for

; nreas of potential
geologic hazard or restraintfare:shown This map does.
‘not pinpoint on a lot-by—lot ‘basls where particular.
problems will occur, but indicates where they do have a

high probabllity of occurring.;;4

gZaczaZ geoZogy

The five mapping units and the1r basic implications for
land use and development activity are as follows:

o Alluvial soils of modern origin are those soils
typically found on:the.flood plains of streams and:
rivers, and in areas “of swamps and marshes.
Generally,: this unit depicts bottom land frequently

"subject to flooding, ‘and. areas where the water.
table 1lies close to"the surface, usually within
" five to ten: feet.” '




sm*ficiai/
glacial geology

7
Littsses,

. ,“,/,‘/'
AN A

'allu}ifa'l.boils - .

glacial lake clay

sand and 'grave'l-_ dépéé}lts

" _:

. rock outerop and thin
_ overburden - S

| thick ti11 or take sizt

Se weead b r et
DAL mRID it

5 (3 RECRN RYNT T 18

hDe e ALt M1s2y




s
—

sotls, -

-is also noted

o - Glacialmlake'claw”is'generallp laminated and

o stone-free.“ Percolation: in this material is
,"very poor, runoff is..consequently rapid. The
;surface ‘Is;soft; and muddy. when. saturated or

“ hard” and brittle whenletce551vely dried.’
vf“Shoulders of. gullies and - slopes are subject to
;.f'landslldes,_and slope faces are highly"
" “susceptible-to- surface”creep’ The conditions
_,;:for_development are negative, particularly so
if associated with a slope condition. =~ =

i

o Sand and gravel deposSits are areas with good
percolation and absorptive capacity. These areas
have. little geologic hazard. for ‘development. If
currently undeveloped, these areas represent a
potentlal source of aggregate and are therefore
SUbJECt to pressure for excavatlon.

o - 'Rock outcrop and thln overburden are areas of

.+ semi-consolidated material of glacial origin

" oVerlying rock; ‘generally with.less’than five
feet to the- rock’ surface.' Excavation is diffi-

. cult,jconstructlon costr is. high and: downward

i;ﬁpercolation of" water extremely;llmlted where

: ; dense, fine- -
-~ grained matrix material’ 1n;wh1ch is“suspended a
¢ . vari ty: of: stones and:rock'fragments.u Slopes in.
.Yk;etcess of fifteen percent- reoften- assoc1ated
'”1w1th the. edges of such a dep051t.“j. ' :

Soil Conservation Service investigatlons prov1de detalled

informatlon regardlng soils” that-is: extremely useful for

',planning purposes. ~This: 1nformat10n is. llmited in part A'
- by the range: of SCS~ study, extendlng to: a depth of some
~.-. four to- five feet below the surface. Thus, ‘1f signifi-- -

cant cut and fill activity occurs .on a’'particular site;
the value of this soils: 1nformation will be greatly
reduced. - A second 11m1tat10n concerns the category
"made land.” Where land has been created by man, by
dredging, fill or other activity, - SCS can do little more
than identify the condition and indicate that soils for
these areas must be evaluated on a site—by—site basis,
even for detailed planning purposes. In all instances,
a soils engineer should be a key part of the design team
for major development, including subdiv1sion activity.

- Figure .6 indlcates the particular soils found in

Rensselaer. SCS has -provided: the:following brief
description of thesé soils. An estimate of the percentage
of the lands in Rensselaer falling under each description
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Genesee seils (2%) are deep, well-drained soils
occurring on stream bottom land. Genesee soils

- have a brown silt loam or loam surface soil eight

to ten inches thick which grades into a yellow- -
brown silt loam of fine texture to a depth of
forty to forty-eight inches. In some cases, the
soil becomes slightly heavier below this depth.
The surface soil may be acid, but in most locations
it is mildly alkaline or neutral. The subsoil
everywhere is alkaline. o o

"'Orono silt losm (2 SZ) ‘occupies level or slightly

depressed imperfectly-drained areas. The surface
soil is granular silt loam to a depth of five or
six inches where it passes into a slightly firm

" silt loam. At a depth of ten to thirteen inches is

found a heavy silt loam overlying a very slowly .
permeable bluish——gray,- cdmpact, silty clay loam.

AT Tuvial- SOllS (4/) occupy ‘areas along streams

-subject to flooding in either Spring or periods -of

heavy rainfall._, The soils consist primarily of
silt or very fine sands that have been moved ‘and
redeposited by stream action. Alluvial soils are

'generally poorly drained soils with moderately.

fine-textured subsoil. Development limitation' is

severe. .

Claverack lo'.am'--(.SV)'.is a deep, moderately well- .

drained, strongly acid to neutral coarse-grained
soil that formed in sandy lake sediments that ‘over~
lie clayey lake-laid deposits. The soil is
typically stone-free. This nearly level, or

" undulating to sloping soil, is found on deltas or
similar sandy sediments ‘associated with glacial

lake deposits.; Claverack loam has seven to ten .
inches of friable to loose; " rapidly permeable,
loamy fine sand to fine loamy sand over thirteen

" to thirty inches’ of -very friable, rapidly permeable

loamy fine sand or fine sand. The substratum is
generally firm, very slowly permeable, calcareous
silty clay loam.

Saco" silt loam (6/) is an’ alluvial very poorly N

drained soil frequently occurring on flood plains
and other bottom land. It is subject to frequent
overflow and is oftén covered by slack water. It
is characterized by a four to six inch dark surface
soil high in organic matter, overlying a silty clay

" loam subsoil which passes below a depth ranging from

fifteen to twenty inches, into a tough and plastic

‘clay. In most places this clay is acid above



,,ai;thirty-six inches and may be calcareous below that
;f:depth.; Cattails or ‘coarse grasses are prevalent. . ';»
" This soil is" severely limited for urban develop- C
' ment, ‘providing good sites for wetland and wildlife

development. o

o  Made land (31%) is located along major sections of
' the riverfront. It consists of dredgings of gravel,

sand and mud from the Hudson River, material from
building .excavations, railroad-associated cinders.
and trash. This material was used to fill in low
areas, marshes and bottom lands and in most places
this material is raw and covers the original land
~surface to a depth of several feet. Made land is
usually of 11ttle value in supporting quality
'vegetatlon..

o .Hudson 501ls (49 5/) are deep, moderately well to
.7 "well-drained, medium acid.to neutral, fine textured
. goils formed in calcareous, clayey glacial landforms.
. that were maritled with lake sediments.. Hudson soils
‘have one to two feet of moderately slowly permeable
... silt loam or silty clay loam over slowly permeable
" silty clay loam’ over slowly permeable silty clay to
a depth of ‘three and one half feet. These materials
 are generally underlain by slowly permeable lake-’
. laid deposits consisting of layers of silty clay or. - . P
clay separated by thinner’ "$ilty layers.. Hudson soils L j
‘are. frequently associated ‘'with steep slope conditions. o
~. In‘"these areas’ frequent ‘land slides and erosion are '
. constantly causing ‘the formation of new surface
. soilsy so that- it may be difficult for tree growth
;;or other vegetatlon to get started. :

'-'In summary, the soils in Rensselaer are’ primarlly composed
of silty and clayey material of outwash and terrace origin.
They generally overlie a soft shale bedrock, the bedrock
through which the Hudson River carved.a trench about one
mile wide and some two hundred feet below the earlier plain
level. Both the predominance of clay composition soil in
the bulk of ‘the City and the uncertainties inherent with
man-made land generally in the remainder present severe

Vdevelopment limitations.

topography/  The slope of the land which is a function of topography,
slope . _ . has an important bearing on the development of land, both
T for urban and recreation purposes. Slope which is too

steep. makes it difficult to lay out streets, site buildings,
and prov1de utilities or ‘other’ improvements. Slope is
usually expressed in terms of ‘a percentage; for example,
land which rises or falls ten feet in a vertical sense for
each one hundred feet of movement in a horizontal sense is

said to have a slope of ten percent. . (:j)



tapogz'aphy/
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While techmologically it~ may be p0351b1e to build on -
any slope,. the problems and: costs associated with both

3}*in1t1al development .and long—term maintenance typically

increase as. slopes 1ncrease.- Drainage problems may.
also exist where there is too little slope. A tradi~
tional planning 'standard suggests that all urban -

'development be: discouraged in areas where. slopes’ exceed’

fifteen percent. Public improvements, 'such as the lay-
ing of streets and utilities, should be restricted to
flatter slopes,'with ten percent being a workable
standard. h R R

Slopes generaliaediuithin the Cit;ﬁof Rensselaer are.
mapped on Figure- 7 1in the categories zero to three

N percent slope, three to fifteen percent slope, and slopes
in excess of flfteen percent-*

Relief, or 1and elevation .is a seco_d function of .

- . topography. Relief inm Rensselaer ranges from less than

five feet above sea level" at the Hudson®River to two

hundred fifty-five. feet near the "rock cut” on Washington . -

Avenue in the Eastland Park'area'of'the City. Figure8
exhibits a mapping of: rel1ef at forty feet .intervals. .
The first forty feet contour is particularly 51gn1ficant
to this study, for it establishes a natural boundary for
defining "The Riverfront.f ﬁ,' » 2 '

The relief profiles that arée also included on Figure 9
identify Rensselaer s four basic, landforms. From
west to east across the City, the landforms are as’
follow . e

- ba51cally a riverfront shelf which
varies from 400 to 2000. feet:in depth from the

. Hudson' shoreline._ Much of this riverfront shelf
is man-made land, created by ‘the Army Corps of
Engineers in their efforts-to‘channel the Hudson
to improve navigation- and. flood control in the
area. Areas of either concreteé or wooden dike,
constructed and ‘maintained by the Corps, are
located along maJor sections of the riverfront.

o Sloping land - a relatively steep ‘escarpment is

penetrated  at several locations by deep east to
west ravines, generally ‘wooded and with slopes in
excess of twenty to twenty—five percent.

"o - Plateau land - a majornportion of residentiallyf

developed'Rensselaerff The broad plateau lands
slope gently upward to the east and are framed by
tree—lined ravines. . :
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water resources =

flood—prone

areas

, age Basin.

o The '"Big Hollow" -~ a deep north-south ravine
© - along the central eastérn boundary of the City,
through which flows the Quackenbush Creek. Slopes
_along both™ the east and ‘west sides of the Big
" Hollow range from twenty—flve percent to nearly
vertical. I ;

.3An inventory of the surface waters of the City of
_Rensselaer.is cléarly dominated by the Hudson River.
The Quackenbush Creek and the Mill Creek are tributaries

of the Hudson flowing through Rensselaer. While the
Quackenbush drains only the Big Hollow and its immediate

: environs, Mill Creek- is‘considerably more significant, for

its drainage basin of some’ flfteen and eight-tenths
square miles includes- maJor urbani21ng portions of the

" Town of East Greenbush.® . Two noteworthy features along

Mill Creek are a picturesque water fall as the stream
breaks sharply down the escarpment to the west of High.-

Street, and Huyck Pond created by the low dam just east

of Broadway. A high degree of silting is currently
present in both streams. .

The Hudson River at Rensselaer is a tidal estuary, some
800 to 1000 feet in width, with a channel depth -of
thirty-two feet at the Port of Rensselaer. The mean tidal
range 1s recorded as five and three-tenths feet, with a

.low water levél of about three feet below mean sea level.
"The area from the Hudson's Junction ‘with the Mohawk River -
"at Waterford- to its mouth some one hundred and fifty miles

south at New York Harbor, “thus includlng the Rensselaer .
Riverfront, is. cons1dered part:o 'the Lower Hudson Draln-

'The only non—flowing surface water-bodles are a man—made

settling lagoon complementary to-the- gravel washing oper-
ation north of the Patroon Island Bridge and a waste-water

‘treatment lagoon in the Port Industrial Distrlct.'

- - _ The City is divided
into three natural drainage areas, being divided by Mill
Creek which drains the lands generally north of the Port
and south of Third Avenue. "~ These drainage areas and '
surface waters are shown on-Figure 10.

Perhaps the most significant natural characteristic of
the City of Rensselaer is a strong susceptibility to.
flooding along its western edge, the Hudson Riverfront.’
The associated planning implication is an absolute
necessity to comply with the full requirements of the
National Flood Insurance Program, as was discussed
earlier.

A-11"
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The City received a preliminary Flood Hazard Boundary
Map from the Federal Flood Insurance Administration -
. Lo B on 26 July 1974, . This notification identified nearly _
) _ . all of the City to the west of’the Penn Central and Troy—
Greenbush Railroad tracks as a."special flood hazard area;
exceptions were made for two major areas; lands immedi-
ately east of the turning basin at the Port of Rensselaer.
and extending into the northeast corner of the tank farm.
" and, secondly, the High School site, where adequate atten-
tion was given to possible flooding during the design
and construction phase, and- the eastern two-thirds of the
T lands now of AMTRAK immediately to the north. In the
’ preparation of its initial applicatlon for certification .
under the National Flood Insurance Program, the City was.
in communication with the United ‘Stdtes Geological Survey
concerning approximate 100-year flood elevation (the’
design standard included thé legislation for determining
the boundary of the flood fringe area). Twenty feet,
plus or minus a foot, was reported as approximate 100-
year flood elevation at the Patroon Island Bridge, and
nineteen feet, plus or minus a foot, for the riverfront
area from the L1v1ngston Avenue railroad bridge south to
the City limits. DR

- - During the course of this study, the initial updating
- : of this flood hazard information was received from &
consulting engineering firm under contract to the Federal
- Flood Insurance Administration.h Their map essentially 4
substantiated the earlier information ‘provided by USGS
- and somewhat- refined the map of. July’ 1974 This latest
map serves as the ba51s for Flgur” s

The USGS has also provided a set. ‘-prelimlnary f1gures '
derived from a standard, machine—run%hydrological e
calculation of flood" elevations foraa location behlnd
the old Federal Building~in Albany where a gauging
_station has been operational for several decades, All
- elevations reported refer.to:méan;sea level and give an
indication-of frequency and elevation of flooding to be
expected on the Rensselaer.Riverfront.‘ The actual
number of occurrences of such flooding since 1930 has
been compiled using freshet data obtalned from the Army
Corps of Englneers :

Actual Occurrences

Flood Frequency .~ - Flood Elevation- Past -45 Years
2 years ' T - 11 30
5 years _ R :,11 2" o 9
10 years -~ .- 13,1 . p 6 -
25 years - 15.9° . 3
50 years 18.3' 1
100 years - '20.8' last occurrence 1913
200 years 23.6" last occurrence unknown
500 years : .- -27.8" last occurrence unknown
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The actual occurrence data would suggest the projec-
tions to be, if anything, conservatlve These eleva- -
tions might be interpreted more easily by giving the

) .elevation of several readily-ldentifiable street

i ' intersections within Rensselaer._

o  Columbia Street at Broadway._. 16' (approximate)
o Columbia Street at Aiken Avenue 13' (approximate)
0 Aiken Avenue at Broadway = = 17' (approximate)

Using these figures, for example, it is easily seen that
a 100-year flood (a flood which has a probability of

. occurring once each hundred years, but may occur any
number of times during that period, even in successive
years) would place the intersection of Columbia Street

at Broadway under four and eight-tenths feet of water.
Seven and eight-tenths feet would be standing at the
intersection of Columbia Street and Aiken Avenue.

Similar floodlng has been recorded in Rensselaer in the - .
past. The floods of March 1913, March 1936, September
1938 and January 1949 are statistically the most substan-~ .
tial at Rensselaer.. The March 1913 flood is the only one.
of these which preceded the Hudson River Regulating - :
District's construction of the Sacandaga Reservoir Dam

in 1930 which, though primarily designed to augment-low
flows in the Hudson durlng periods of little precipita~

.. tion, does. have incidental’ flood control benefits.:

.. Maximum flood .elevation. data for these four occurrences
.on-the’ Hudson Rlver at: State Street in Albany are,’ .

"~accord1ng to the Army Corps of Englneers, as follows.

March 1913 SR B 45'..'.'.3..-"

o
-0 . March 1936 = .. - .17.86' L A
- o)1 September 1938 ;ﬁ -16.49" (when clock stopped)’

"o ._January 1949 o 18 75'ﬂ___.' ' -

f These data indicate, for example, that the calculated
"25-year -flood elevated was actually exceeded thrice

- within the thirteen-year period of March 1936 through
January 1949, and further that there have been no such

. occurrences since that time.

ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

As pointed out -in the earlier discussion of Federal and
-State programs and. policies that impact existing and
potential development activity in Rensselaer, an in-
creasing emphasis 1s being given to environmental
standards, particularly in terms of water and air quality.
The issue of noise is also being addressed.



water - Surface ‘waters are classified, as shown below,
quality. = - . according to "best usage," that is,. the usage of
" ‘ the water requiring the highest level of quality
* standards and con51dered to be in the best interest
of the publlc.,- R S .

e ikt
fBu;ll ”r."_'?i-lBathing and Recreation
| c _: : F:Lshing - |
D 4. B :. ' Agricnlture-
ﬁ o : Sewage and-ﬁastes/Transportation
"f _ o ' B 'lSewage and Waste Disposal

‘. The recommended classifications for the surface waters
"of the Hudson Rivér, Mill Creek and Quackenbush Creek
in the City of Rensselaer are "C". The classification

" 18 based on the results of water sample analyses and

" pollutioen- source. investigations. Studies prepared by
" the Water Resdurces Commission for the New York State

’11Department of Health recommeéend-such.a "C" classification

> for~ that ‘part- of” the'Hudson River between its. confluence

cwith' the Mbhawk to the ‘soutliern boundary of Rensselaer -

" ‘County. ‘Downstream. recommended classification of the

Hudson 1s considerably higher broadening its recreational
potential S )

“The” recommended "C" classification implies that the water
can not be used as a water- supply source for public con~
) ,sumption, food processing, or contact recreation, such -
" as swimming. However, water classified "C" is considered
.. sultable for fishing (barring PCB's as an issue) and
" activities ‘such’as agriculture, industrial cooling and -

transportatlon.'ﬂu

Continuing improvement'in the actual water quality of
- both the Hudson and its tributary streams is expected
to improve as a result of sewage treatment plant con-
struction and new waste treatment policies at the State
and Federal levels requiring treatment of all domestic
. and industrial wastes before discharging into the river.

atr quality Definitionally, "air pollution” is any substance in the
" ailr which is potentially injurious to health, property

and vegetation. Air pollutants are, therefore, both

physically and economically harmful. Carbon monoxide

. (CO); sulfur oxide (SO;), nitrous oxide (NOZ), hydro-

- A-16
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,Q~An air monitoring station in the City of Rensselaer:
;,recorded air. pollution ‘levels for &.omne year period;”

carbons (1ec), particulate matter and ozone are the

primary air- pollutants addressed

-,Certaln env1ronmental factors, with an emphasis placed

upon climate and topography, affect air pollution.
Wind and air influence the travel of pollutants, in.
terms. of speed and.direction. . Air temperature in-

. version, for example, prevents the transporting of
- pollutants. from- their point of orlgin. Precipitation

has a reverse 1mpact it cleanses the air of pollutants.-

The valley topography heightens the potential for sur-

- face Inversions which trap air pollutants near their:

origin. . Such surface air inversions can subject pop-
ulated and industrialized valley areas to critical
accumulations of pollutants, creating what is referred
to as an air pollution episode.

Alr classification levels in the Capital District

Region range from level 1 to level 3. Rensselaer is
included in the level 3 classification, and must meet’
level 3 air quality standards (air contaminant measures)
as determined by the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation. ’ : S

ending 30. June 1974.7 The following annual air pollution.

'ﬁ;_faverages in parts.per. million were recorded and are. here"'
.compared to the level 3 standard"' T Rt

A1r Pollutant Typ_» Rensselaer :: Annual Mean Standard

"wsoéf;b ff;f,;iyﬂ" 0017 7 0.0%0

oL s T e
'iNdzfiff)liﬂijg;fgfgi~.;deéOff‘f_-: ©0.050

gafpéféicuiaéésilf.fi;i'Tszt,f'f ﬂi ) 10o.
i'ozaheff;ffisi,:_f,t'ffo.ozof y’;-_- . 0.080

While.any“anticipated industry in Rensselaer would be

subject to EPA regulations for particulate and gaseous
emissions, increased industrial activity, in itself,
would not force the occurrence. of an air pollution
episode.



DtVtLDPMENT CHARACTERISTICS

the déveZopment
pattern

©00000OQO

'Development cons.
the "1800's’ cause the type of land use and the particular
" densities of development to be what they are today. The
‘pattern of development is typical of industry-driven

A city builds its future upon the foundation of exist-

" ing development. "Intensive surveys have, therefore,

been undertaken so that the key development charac-

“:“teristics of Rensselaer may be understood and evalu-
“ated.’ Some important sound resources — building’

blocks for the future - have been identified. 5o
too have a number of critical problems that require
immedidte attention and long-term public commitment
for their remedy. : .

" The- following development characteristics are

discussed in the pages to follow:

the pattern of development
key historic resources
existing land use
population distribution
housing
.parks and other community facilities

. transportation

"-available public utilities, partlcularly

' water ‘and sewer - -

- LLand o&nership'information‘has also been compiled for
;,the riverfrbnt and is found at the end of this section.

erations critical in Rensselaer in .

river valley communities that prospered in an era when
the attractive advantage was a key riverfront location

for trade and the mode of urban travel was restricted to -
“either foot “the waterways, or- the railroads. '

The riverfront flat was developed for industrial

mercantile, and railroad activity. This early develop—
ment restricted in large measure both its availability

".and its desirability for park, institutional or resi-

dential use. The working class, reliant upon the river-
front activity for its livelihood and its feet for its
travel, settled in close proximity to the riverfront,
This residential development occurred primarily on the
bisected hillsides and less elevated sections of the’
plateau, and was supported by a strong north—SOuth
street. pattern..‘ :

Later development, with the advent of the automobile,-
moved beyond the first ridge of the upland plateau.
There, today, can be found the Eastland Park area of
Rensselaer and the suburban communities of East and
North Greenbush.

A-18
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. ‘historic

- resources - -

This problem, discussedﬁlater in t

' Communities, such as Rensselaér, which were influenced

by this attractive advantage;of the river valley, are
now facing problems which are,'rather simply stated,
a-result of this topographic influence. Steep
slopes and narrow flood plains have increased flood
hazards and the problems of air and water pollution.
Existing’ ‘congestion and limited space for expansion

- have caused - these: communities’ “to, be passed over as
development spreads out into. th iflat and rolling

plateau areas beyond the valleykand its escarpment.
Consequently, land values within have declined and
nev investment has, in most instances, been limited.

The residential development that oceurred on rela-
tively steep slopes as the result of the shortage of
more easily-accessible level land suitable for build-

‘ing has become increasingly blightedfin recent years.

This property represents a decreasing taxable valua-
tion in comparison with the increasing cost of pro-

viding full public maintenance and.services. Many of
these same structures are substandard ‘and have become

either vacant or tax’ delinquent propertyr

ection, is not

unique to Rensselaer,'though perhaps in“‘some instances
it is more severe here o . :

"The" City of Rensselaer is'but a smal part of thepfj~l

1628 grant of lands-of’the" first, oon, Kiliaen'
Van Rensselaer.; The: City. itself ‘wasrincorporated

in 1897, long:after much -of its: development, from the
villages of- East Albany, Greenbushf nd Bath—on—
Hudson.ug' : 5 ‘

Surveys of key historic‘buildings hroughout this
region typically include: three“structures extant in
Rensselaer. These are the Aiken’ ‘House (1818), Fort
Crailo (c. 1700); and Beverwyck (¢. 1840). - While the
latter two structures are well maintained, and their-
future apparently is assured byivirtue of ownership

by the State of New York and the’ Franciscan Fathers,
respectively, the Aiken House has a less certain future.
The structure has suffered from' fire, water and weather
damage, been abandoned, and ravaged by vandals. Today
it is little more than a shell,

Standing in private ownership at the corner of
Broadway and Aiken Avenue, and having been constructed
by William Aiken who was the:founder of the Village . of
Greenbush, the’ Aiken House hae been a long-standing '

.;A;lg
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anchor in the "historic preserve," a residential
- - ) . neighborhood so provided for.in the City's zoning
o o ) .ordinance., Other notable buildings in the historic
- ' ' preserve include ‘the First Presbyterian Church and
. an outstanding row. of mansard-roofed rowhouses along
' Riverside Avenue. :

N [
N

ome. historic imp N ‘at tributed to part of
4;the B; hfon-Hudson ‘séttlement in the north of the
City,-near the old ferry slip.. In addition to the
remains of the ferry slip, one of the older homes in
Rensselaer, a modest stone structure at the cormer
of Central Avenue and: Broadway, a Van Rensselaer
manor house, and an old tavern are ‘extant there.
Considerable alteration of the" original structures
"is evident. Documentation 6f. the significance of
the area'and its structures is- sparse at this time.

Location of these structures and'districts is shown
on Figure 12, : :

existing
land use

ot

ceur in Rensselaer.
d extensiveness of

ﬁf"Transportati
" Institutional: use A .

" Open space’ and" recreational use .
Undeveloped land

0.0 000 0 0

: Residential use (300 acres; 18 ‘percent of the City's
land area) occurs in four primary areas of the City. To
the south, east and north of the- ‘business district, pri-
marily wood frame structures house nearly equal numbers
of single-family, two~family and multiple-family units.
Most of this residential deveiopment is gixty to a
hundred years in age and developed at a density of five
to ten structures per acre. -East of the railroad, on
the hillsides and in the ravines between-Aiken Avenue
and Partition Street, housing: of gimilar age and con-
struction occurs.. Most of the development, however, is
single~family, with perhaps_twenty—five percent in two-
family units and a very limited number of multiple units.

.
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commercial
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&

transportation & related
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Lot sizes tend to be larger, with increased private

" ‘yard.  New residential development has also occurred

here, the Aiken Avenue Public Housing Project, the.
Mallview Apartments, and the Willow Ridge Apartment
development, each at some twelve to sixteen units per
acre. A 1960's residential subdivision occupies high
ground east of Lawrence Street in the St. John's

- neighborhood. ' The third area extends from Partition

Street north to Interstate 90 and from the railroad
tracks ‘east to the Hollow. Here, residential develop-
ment of fifty to more than.one hundred years' age is

_agein primarily wood frame, and constructed at five to

ten structures per acre. The structures are evenly
distributed between one-family and two-family units,
with a sprinkling of multiple units throughout, some—

"what more so on the streets of lower elevation, par-

ticularly Broadwey. The fourth area of residential

" development is the Eastland Park area developed since

the 1930's in the northeast appendage of Rensselaer. -
Almost exclusively single-family housing occupies inner-.

"'?f:suburban—type lots of three to five dwelling units per

-0 Eomeréial use (40 acresy 2.5 perdsnt of the City's land ~

}~'areé)”is .found along the primary business streets, ::
" Broadway-'and Columbia Street.  Broadway and, to a w
- “1imited dégree; Washington Stréet constitute the "central
.~ businéss district” between Columbia Street and Third
©~ -~ Avenue, - Additionally, a strip commercial center (the
;*,Joy-Grossman—Albany Public Market area) and the usual -
. ‘commercial strip ‘gas stations,car. wash and hamburger -
he establishment are found along Columbia Turnpike., .

Neighborhood commercial establishments north of Third

.. "Avenue are found primarily near the intersections of
_f"Broadway and’ Partition Street and Washington AVenue and
: Third Street.' : S EEE A A S .

"‘szndustrial use (240 acres, ‘15 percent of the City' s land

area) occurs primarily to the south of Belmore Place, where

the southernmost 7000 feet of Rensselaer Riverfront is
devoted to industry. Proceeding south from Belmore

Place, one would pass the lands of Winthrop Laboratories,
GAF Corporation, the Port of Albany at Rensselaer, and

the 01l tank farm operations. Huyck Felt Corporation
between Third Avenue and Herrick Street, Zappala Block
on the riverfront between the Department of Transportation
bridge ramp lands and the High School, and the Albany
Woolen/Blue Line Terminal/Bult Printing business to the

"south of the residential area along Second Avenue all

fringe the City's downtown district. Construction-
related industry - equipment repair, warehousing and
outdoor storage - is found at geveral locations east of



‘East Street. Nortn of PartitiOn'Street, the only

major industrial land uses are the Barnet Mills at

;;rthe foot of. Forbes Avenue and the. gravel processing
»:_'operations on. the riverfront north of the Patroon
~,Island Bridge..u- :

Transportation and related uses (345 acres, 21 percent

- . of the City's land) include the local street system,
.. major highway rights-of-way owned by the State Depart-

ment of Transportation for Interstate 90 and the Dunn
Memorial Bridge ramps, and ratiroad properties. The
railroad. properties include not only the operating

-track of AMIRAK and the Troy-Greenbush Railroad, but

additionally the AMTRAK passenger station along East
Street between Partition and Herrick and the forty-two

ﬂf acre site of the turbotrain maintenance facility

currently under construction on the rlverfront to the

's:-north of the High School

-mInstitutional uses (142 acres,,é percent of the City's

land area) include all public and quasi-public uses.
Included are the City Hall, five stations, the school .
sites, churches, cemeteries, and similar spaces. The

. largest institutlonal use in Rensselaer is the acreage

controlled_by the Franciscan Fathers immediately north
of Interstate 90.: The largest public parcel. 1s the

- school site, central_to_the'rigerfrdnt.

.. Open- space and reéreational uses (13 acres, or less

than 1 percent of the City's land area) include eleven

small neighborhood playgrounds and playfields through-
z. . -out the City. - Five acres of recreational use at the
gﬁ_,High School- site is also included, as are- three small
oo Mparks! located at. Huyck Square
Fort Crailo._afi - D

UndeVeloged land (585'acres,'35'gercent of the City S -
land area) is generally distinguished by the feature of

..being also unbuildable due to its natural character—
- istics. .-Exceptions will be discussed in the -

OPPORTUNITIES section of this report.

Q~'These uses total some 1665 acres. Rensselaer s remain-
- ing 215 acres. (some 11, 5 percent of the total area within

the corporate limits) is water surface, primarily the
Hudson River..: : CoL . .

A;-A 1and use pattern present in Rensselaer, as it is in
most older cities,.is the .phenomenon of mixed use.

Land uses are not separated from one another by concrete

. barriers, but do in many Instances, intermingle.
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popularion

: distribution

-Each dot on Figure 14,

-~ lation of fifty perséns:’ :
. ticularly important'consideration in allocating public .

."potential users;”

' water s edge.

Often this" occurrence 1is benefic1al - for example,

‘a park or a school or'a neighborhood grocery store .

in a'primarily residential area of residences on

upper floors in a business~distr1ct so that the

district does not suffer. from only a nine to five life. .
Sometimes, though, severe intrusion results - to the

..';disbenefit of’ one or both of. the uses. Vivid examples

of such problem areas are- found in Rensselaer:

scattered industrial uses in primarily residential

areas to the east of East -Street. and near upper Second
Avenue, a number of: residential structures lost in

the sea of highway industrial (trucking, warehousing,

and repair) uses along South. Street, and residences having
succumbed to the incompatibillty of location immediately
adJacent to a maJor traffic artery, Columbia Street.

.. The varying 1nten51ty of residential‘development through-
out the City is illustrate:

_ :by a’'map.-of population dis-
tribution. Figure 14 has.Béen drafted based upon the.

1970 United States Cens 'data for Rensselaer. The data
ere dramatic changes-

center of a popu—:,
.-Such infqrmation is a par-

resources. Experience holds, for example, that higher
densities require.higher levels of protective services,
like fire-and police’ protection.; ‘As a'second’ example,

" ‘major programs and facilities should be . designed and"

located. to be easil'f

ble?to-the greatest number of

A brief review of this population distribution map
reinforces how little of the land in Rensselaer is used
to house the City's ‘residents. . The concentration of
population in the central area generally bounded on the
south by Partition Street and on the north by Washington
Avenue 1is clearly evident. So too are the lesser con-~
centrations to the east of the business district and in
the historic neighborhood south of Columbia Street. As
contrasted to the density seen in the central area which
housed approximately 5400 of Rensselaer's 10,136
residents in 1970, the lower suburban-like density of
Eastland Park with its llOQiresidents is apparent.

A final observation concerns the intimate relationship

possible between a majority .of Rensselaer's residents
and the City's underutilized riverfront lands. 7700,
or more than 75 percent live within a half mile of
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housing . . The City Master Plan reported 'a 1967 field survey by
o e eerii T Candeub Flessig ‘and Associates of. the condition of
housing in Rensselaer which indicated that 679 units,
or twenty percent, of the City's housing was in-
deteriorating condition and that 144 units, or
four and two-tenths percent, was in dilapidated con-
dition..

According to the 1970 Census, 112 dwelling units, or
three and three-tenths percent of the housing stock,
lacked some or all plumbing facilities. The 1970
Census further indicated that 102 units, or three and
one-tenth percent, of the housing units were overcrowded.
2840 of 3411 dwelling units or some eighty-four percent,
were constructed prior to 1939. Modern housing thus
‘comprises only a small percentage of the total City -

- housing stock, indicating that much of the housing in

-+ -the City has 'extremely outdated electrical, heating .
’ insulation, and plumbing systems.

A generalized map of the -areas. of blight and substandard -
structures was also prepared by Candeub Flessig in
7 11967. = This map-served as- the ‘basis for a 1976 structure-
*by—structure survey. of housing conditions. In thelarea
generally bounded by Third.Avenue on the south, Wash-
) dnton Avenue on the north, the Hudson River.on the*west
.. and-the City. line on the east the following survey ‘data
-:'were generated' S o cen, R

.‘No. Residential

Structures = . Percent co Conditi’on
. 510 - +43,. -~ - sound structure with .

reasonable maintenance

g1 ¢ ot s0. ‘minor rehabilitation
R : - required
71 . 6. T major-rehabilitation
' required
9 . .. abandoned, removal re-
quired

Using the same survey, the following data’ can be reported
for that section of this area west of Third Street, gen-
 erally considered.the area of highest concentration and
" most severe housing blight im the City. This survey
information is shown on the following page.

As a contrast to the data given, the same 1976 survey
clagsified less than one percent of the 370 residential
structures within the City and east of Interstate 90 as
requiring even minor rehabilitation.



No.'Residential_,

- Structures -iooto j'?efééht[-;{f;v ~° Condition
o Gli: . mﬁ:lb;:;fw{ii‘sound structure with
R e s._reasonable maintenance
386 .:'mlnor rehabilitation re-
quired : ’
56 . . :-.}--_ll.? "h_,-major rehabilitation re-
B A_quired :
74;A L f}fi:-fl'ﬂ_f1;:7;;:3 'abandoned removal re-
' S ' ',-quired :

“When compared to the data collected some nine years -
earlier by Candeub Flessig and Associates - including'a
‘review-of the.criteria employed - it is clear that an-
even greater;. cancerous- deterioration of Rensselaer' s -
housing stock has occurred as the community has moved.__d'
fthrough the early 1970 s.-;;.i_:ﬁf_ﬁ S
Figure 15 summarizes - this survey information on housing
"conditions. in Rensselaer and illustrates the generalized

' “areas of neighborhood blight..-

Mean, or average, residential property values were re-

-~ ported by the 1970 Census“oniaiblock-by—block basis

for Rensselaer. These data, strongly paralleling the

.~ previously discussed survey. information, have been mapped
© as Figure 16 and are summarized below.-

'@”o; fnSResidentlal structures with a 1970 mean value in

" in Eastland Park, that area of the City east of.
Interstate 90. This mean value also occurs along
_the northwestern’ fringes of the Big Hollow and -at
- five isolated block locations throughout the City,
- two blocks north of Washington Avenue, one block to
~the east of St. John's where new subdivision activ-
ity has occurred and at locations along High Street .
and Aiken Avenue

o -'Residential'structures with a 1970 mean value of.
.. -betweern. $12,000 .and.$16,000 are found generally in
" the area south of Partition Street and east of .
:-East Street, -along Third Street between Glen and
" Church- Streets,. and in. the northern areas of -

' Fourth~and Fifth,. Sixth). Seventh Eighth and -

Ninth Streets. "About one half of the “historic

district" is also included in this group.

excess of $16,000 -are found throughout all blocks - ©
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| 1570 mean value .
more than $16;000-

¢ data not avatilable
for: restdential structures
within central bua-mess
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parks and

other

_ ecommnity .
f&czlztzea~

mapped on Figure 17.'-

" outdoor sports and play equipment

o Residential structures with a 1970 mean value
of less than $12,000 are:found generally between
Partition Street and lower Washington Avenue,
on Broadway near City Hall, and to the south and
east of the business district.-'

The 1976 Housing and Community Development Act pre-
application included other significant data with regard
to residential property value in; ‘Rensselaer. Owner-
occupied properties in the City were indicated by the
1970 Census as having a median value of $13,200. This
figure was the eighth lowest median’ value recorded among

© 155 New York State communities of ‘at least 10,000 popula-

tion. The median contract rent off$68 per month tied
Rensselaer for tenth lowest among_A ‘same 155 communi- -

ties. -

alue is not
‘that it is more’
An extremely low’

It is, of course, recognized .that me
solely an exact indicator .of conditions
a combination of conditions”and market:
mean value, such as Rensselaer s, do though substantiate -
the depressed state of both market de) nd. for housing in '
Rensselaer and structura ondition o housing in .

Rensselaer.

Parks and- other community facilitie n~Rensselaer§are-

ndjnlayfields arefh
$ismall, with limited '
These' are presented

Eleven small neighborhood playground
located throughout ‘the’ City. Each"

:below
o . Little League Park 7*3gsé6§11- : .5 acre :
Lawrence Street ’ o : ' :
o Coyne Field_-_i,~”:lm-, 'édféba11/ 1.5 acres
- st . limited’
~y'playground
o  Third Avenue . . ‘playground/ .5 acre
Playground = "f‘:,playfield
X Tracy Street. . »': B gfplayground .25 acre
- Playground - ‘ s

‘nlayground 1.0 acre

o 'Chestnut'Street‘?;~AA
"+ Playground - . :
o Lakeview Avenue 1.0 acre

Playground
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o '*,_School No. Zi.-;_ . Aplayground .5 acre
} 4 .o o East Street ; ; R '

.Basketball Court:_ - Basﬁetball ' .125 acre

o East Street - 'play area .5 acre
Wading Pool . ’

6 . Second Avenue ..  basketball = .125 acre’
Basketball Court;“-
.0 - ;Van Rensselaer EET "playground/ 1.0 acre
i School SR 'playfield :

l'i;Athletic Fieldntﬂﬂgh

The Rensselaer Junior-Senior ngh School site includes an
additional five acres of recreational space, including
the baseball field football field, and tennis courts.

VThree limited passive park spaces ‘are found in the
- Rensselaer Huyck Square; adjacent to City Hall and along .
---the: riverfront at Fort Crailo. These total perhaps - -
... . one and five—tenths acres.  The small ornamental park
*?1opposite Fort Crailo is, in fact, Rensselaer s only river—

. front recreational space.-f'ﬂ

transporfatibﬁj¥f~1ﬁThe existing_transportation facilities which serve !

" l6cal streéts
bus transportation )

. rail transportation .
‘water transportation.

. 0.
o
o.
o -
o'.

Major streets and highways. Each of the major links in
the system of streets and highways serving the City of

_Rensselaer and its immediate environs has been functionally
classified by the New York State Department of Transporta- '
tion in one of the following five categories '

» ol : Freeway (Interstate) - High-speed high-capacity
. divided highway with access at interchanges only.
Serves major through~traffic corridors and
' important travel corridors within the larger urban'

areas.., -

'ﬂo_ . Principal arterial -, jor street or road carrying
' ‘high-volume, longer-distance traffic. Provides.
continuity to. rural arterials entering. the urban
area. . Traffic and parking controls should give
priority to traffic service over land access.

A—33



:ﬁ"Report includes

o] Minor arterial - Intercomnects primcipal
arterials and serves. important travel corri-
dors not served by- principal arterials. Pro-
'vides continuity to the rural collector system
and serves minor urban activity centers.

o Collector -~ Collects traffic from local streets
and channels it into the arterial system. Serves
local traffic movements and land access but ’
carries very little through traffic.

o',h"Local street =~ Street primarily for land access -

' to residential; business, or other abutting
property; carries no significant through traffic.

This Furctional Highway Classification is mapped as
. Figure 18, These data form an integral component for
' evaluating projects: for inclusion on the CDIC Transpor-
_'tation Improvement Program, as prev1ously dlscussed

f'Limited traffic voIUme{information regarding the City

" of Rensselaér is also’ available from the State Depart-

" ment of Transportation:' The 1974 DOT Traffic Volume

he d'ta on the follow1ng page Figure 19

'Two terms require definition. The first, AADT, is a

" Utotar 14 both" directions of "annual- average daily trips"

" on-a “given’ section ‘of “highway; thé second, Design Hour,
is an estimate.of the thirtieth highest hourly traffic .
volume in one direction during the prior year,

The City of Rensselaerjassembles and maintains no
traffic volume datd. "Therefore, it is impossible to.
further evaluate the available DOT ‘data in terms of its
,impact on the local street network .

,- Local'Streets. A strong north—south street pattern serves .
Lo Rensselaer.: Broadway, East Street, First Street and Third
" . Street ‘are’ the’ primary local ‘collectors. Each functions

less than adequately, with heavy duty traffic, narrow.

" pavement width and parking generally on both sides of the -

' 1street being maJor impediments to proper traffic flow.
The localized street problems and deficiencies relate to
- individual “dreas ‘of ‘the City and are more fully discussed
“in the OPPORTUNITIES section of this reportn

Bus Transportation. The City of Rensselaer is regularly
served by the Capital District Transportation Authority.
,Primary bus routes in Rensselaer serve Washington Avenue,
Broadway, Third® Street and ‘the business district area.
A special connection is provided to the AMTRAK Station
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' be made at Albany..,

‘Rail freight service in Rensse

" on East Street. The areas served and the frequency

of service are shown on Figure 20. Specific routing
and scheduling is, of course) obtainable from CDTA.
Local service may be considered good and generally
improving.. There is no out-6f-town bus terminal cur-
rently serving Rensselaer or AMTRAK, connection must

- Rail Transportation.p ‘The Capital District's major rail
' passenger facility-is located at Rensselaer on East
Street. 1974 data compiled. by. ‘the New York State

Department of Transportation reports that eighteen per-
‘cent of the 1974 New York~ City - Buffalo corridor
traffic was handled at the: Albany-Rensselaer Station.
129,977 passengers boarded ‘at Rensselaer, while
130,943 disembarked. Estlmates arefthat passenger

. traffic ‘at Rensselaer has 1ncrease fifteen to twenty.
percent during the pa t two: years : ~

The long—term future'of the. AMTRAK Station at

Rensselaer is uncertain. There is‘no-written commit-
ment to keep the station in Rensselaer, and several major
problems exist at the current location - including in-

" "adequate and i1l-maintained parkin’ acilities, vandal-.

ism, a most minlmally-designed ‘st n, and the problems
of interconnection with other transportation modes.:*

“* Thére are though no_ firm plans at:-this time to. return

the station” to Albany, primarily ause, when pro-—.
posals to move it have been revie_ » suitable sites in
Albany have not been found.: The situation can be '
described as "wait and see’ at; this ‘time; proposed park-
ing improvements as provided for in the CDTC transporta-
tion improvement program and improved bus service, as
proposed by CDTA could be the. foundation for a growing
commitment to Rensselaer.’. Theffutnre of this area 1is

discussed under OPPORTUNITTES

ar is available to the
City's industries and to the Port area.

Water Transportation. Major commercial water transpor-
tation serves the Port at Rensselaer and the oil tank
farm. The Hudson River channel was dredged to a depth

‘of thirty-two feet by the Corps of Engineers in 1965

allowing access by thirty—two foot draft ocean-going
vessels. The current state of deterioration of the
Port dock, particularly af'er the recent fire, reduces

the possiblities here..a

The Albany Yacht Club located south of the DOT lands
at Columbia Street, provides launching, docking and
storage area for private r freational craft to its
membership and friends. :
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water supply

public
utilities

]:yThe Clty of Rensselaer Publictwate
of East Greenbush General Water District obtain their

‘a jointly owned thirty—six dnch

‘metered connections serve the City 0

© " at the. C1ty line and supplies the - southern end of t
. City., " -

;':All water consumed by the'Huyck Felt™
* purchased from the City of Rensselaer

P required.h

_'2 7 million gallons per day.

Recreational Transportation. --The muscle power modes
of bicycling and walking combine as a sixth functiomal
transportation component. Though they exist in-
formally, these modes have not been formally recog-
nized to date in Rensselaer - like many other cities -
except. in the provision of sidewalks paralleling the

“:City street system in. the most densely developed areas.

”System and the Town-

of Troy by means of .
nsmission main running
south from the City of Troy -along ‘Route 4... Three -
' Rensselaer. A ten
inch connection to the. transmission’ line -at Washington
Avenue supplies the -northern sectionfof the City as well |
as some fifty homes in the Van Alle Park section of

treated water supply. from the Cit

-+ North Greenbush, a fourteen- inch connection extends from

a jointly-owned sixteen in¢h main on; “Third Avenue Exten—.

*Asion and feeds the City's two. millionlgallon storage -

facility in Rensselaer Helghts and connects to the local.-
distribution system on Third Street near’ Catherine Street,
and the joint sixteen inch main is ad onally metered :

poration is-®
oth General -
Aniline and Film~ Corporation and Winthrop Laboratories
purchase only water required for general sanitary pur-
poses and obtain their process water. from industrial water
treatment plants on the Hudson River.‘ :

Improvements. made to the water supply_system during the

. past decade provide adequate pressure and capacity for

normal and fire-fighting purposes throughout the City.
No general or localized problems were identified during
the course of this study, only normal maintenance is

The system currently supplies an’average of 2.0 million

gallons per day to users in the: City of Rensselaer, about
thirty percent of which is supplied to the three major

"industrial firms. . The system sAdesign ‘capacity is ade-

quate to satisfy a projected y 2000 requirement of .

A map of the water system, including major transmission

lines and general service area, follows as Figure 21.
The local gravity flow distribution system is not shown,
for it is too intricate to incl de at report scale.



water sﬁ?ply system

‘j storage fbczlzty

s S
metered éonnection . |

p—
o’

‘metered
- econnection

2 mzZZzon gaZZon

maJar transmzss¢an Zzne

area

':.k_ahawn

ZoéaZ water
dzatrzbutzan ayatam nat

A-40 " .

baundhry of'general servzce



P

sewage disposal -

. Flow from the City s combined sto
,,_has traditlonally emptled untreated into the Hudson
River at some ten- naJor ‘butfall locations: Lesser:
. .quantlties of combined untreated sewage have also been.
..,..discharged to Mill Creek and Quackenderry Creek, par-
w-..ticularly during periods of heavy or extended rainfall.
:. The outfall sewer from the East Greenbush treatment’
. plant, Just east of the City limits, has also passed
: _:through the, .southern. part’ “of the City and been Joined o
;- enroute to ‘the Hudson by discharge from a twelve inch
: “City sewer along South Street ok : e

The provision of an adequate municipal sewage dis-
posal system consists of two major components:
collection and treatment.  Construction and long-
term maintenance of a local sewage collection system
is a respomsibility of the City of Rensselaer; inter-
ception of locally-collected sewage and its treatment

‘are ‘the responsibilities of Rensselaer County Sewer

District No.. 1. The County Sewer District was created’

o .in 1968 and expanded to’ 1nc1ude Rensselaer in 1969, in
. response to dctions of. the New York State Department of
Health placing several munic1pallties, including the

City of Rensselaer, and several major industries under
orders to abate pollution of the Hudson River.;n%xu‘.

»and sanitary sewers:

a_,fThe County Sewer'District has made substantial progress:
in attacking this problem since its creation. The'-
District has been- respon51ble for the design, financ-

ing and construction of a $52 million system, bulwarked

by advanced secondary waste treatment plant located along

the Hudson some_ two miles north of the City in the:
Town of North Greenbush. ‘The District has provided a

—}fsystem of intercepting sewers, pumping stations and
.Aforce mains for conveyance of locally—collected sewage.

:'_The treatment plant is expected to be operational prior

to the conclusion of this study. Both the treatment

E plant’ and interceptor sewer facilities have been designed

with sufficient .resetve’ capacity to provide’ for future

“,'industrial and residential growth from throughout the .

District.d

' While the ‘County Sewer District will intercept all

pretreated process wastes from GAF and Winthrop Lab-
oratories, the District has a design capacity to
intercept only three and a half times average "dry
weather flow” of the City's combined sewers. In ex-

 treme vet weather : situations, there would thus be a

surcharge to’ the system. This’ condition requires the



retention of the ex1sting outfalls until such time
that storm and sanitary sewers are separated. The

. planning implication is that there will remain some
‘overflow discharge, though greatly diluted by storm-
water, at these outfall locations some fifteen to
.twenty t1mes annually. :

Figure 22 illustrates the County interceptor system and
tributary collection areas provided by the City. The
City dry weather waste flows, including the pretreated
wastes from GAF and Sterling Winthrop, formerly dis-
charged to the Hudson River' at points south of the Dunn
Memorial Bridge, are now intercepted by a gravity inter-
ceptor sewer on Broadway and Rlver51de Avenue and con-
~ veyed to a pumping station dat’ the cormer of Riverside
; and Aiken Avenues. From the Aiken Avenue pumping -
'Station the. sewage is pumped through a twenty-four inch
_force main to a maJor outfall sewer at the foot of-
;:Partition Street Thesé flows from the Aiken Avenue
“pumping station, the flows from the Partition Street
outfall, and wastes formerly . discharged to the Hudson
from sewers on Fowler Avenue, Central Avenue and Tracy

:ﬁaf.Street are all conveyed by a forty—two inch gravity-

'interceptor located between ‘the ‘railroad and the
* Hudson to a pumping §tation at the foot of Tracy Street.‘
.. From Tracy, Stteet all of the City's collected wastes are_
pumped to thé’treatment’ plant along the right-of-way of

Ti: the Troy-Greenbush Railroad through" a thirty—three inch o

' ‘The, City has"a major- commitment to face in the area of.

.- sewage disposal, thatis; the requirement imposed by

_ the Environmental Protection Agency that storm and’ sani—
‘tary. sewers shall be separated at ‘the earliest possible

- date. "With such separation, develdpment capacity in all

-areas served by the local collection system would be
'greatly increased and the need for ‘retaining existing
outfalls’ eliminated, thus " improving both the quality of

" the Hudson and its recreational potential. A plan for
such- completeseparation has been prepared by the City

" and approved by the Department of Environmental Conser— .
vation. : . :

._In addressing the 'issue of separation, it should be'"
pointed out that the" concept 1is certainly not a new ome. -
The last major thrust ‘of residential development in the

.. City,"in the area of Eastland Park, did, in fact, initially

benefit from. ‘the installation of separate sanitary and
storm sewers.' Unfortunately, a vast number of storm
inlets, foundation,drains and roof drains have been
indiscriminantly connected to the sanitary sewers and
cross connections made between the storm and sanitary

A-42
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riverfront .

. ownership

of this report.

.”E;_or immediately related_to‘these par' 1

. L. NYS DOT

. sewers to relieve surcharging during wet weather.'fZVTV-‘
-7 As a result, sewers in Eastland Park,. as in.the re- -
- Tmainder of the City, now function as a combined system.

" The age of the City - storm and sanitary system, with

" many key parts: Teportedly dating ‘back to the 1880's,

. the need for separation, and critical problems such
as the inadequacy and lack of expansionary capacity

of the City's. .twelve inch diameter.trunk sewer along
Washington Avenue and under I-90, all point to the
need for detailed study and evaluation beyond the scope

Tax maps prepared by the Rensselaer County Real Property

Tax Office have been examined to. identify the location,
acreage and ownership of Rensselaer siriverfront acreage,
generally those parcels ‘west of the' a

_ZFigure 23 locates riverfront landholdings and indicates
whether they are currently developedAor%undeveloped

' Hoving from north to south directly_a ng River's edge,

established

‘fistancef(kiyerffont)fff
‘ Qv-Polytechnie'

"Ti,fInstitnte)' . g N
o et
" Control - .

D, City'of-Rensselaer;fﬁt‘””; .4
E. Private (residentialy'= -2bblgif' ' : .9
F. Private .. .n 330' I 2.5
G. 'C'i‘ty h | L 1y : 1.1
H. Priyate (3 parcels) | 12,1

1. AMTRAK | 37.5
J City School District | 1’4.'3_
k. Zappalla Block lé.6

8.2

Acreageff
R0 '
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| -f}:fr;l 0il Tank Fa

YA Albany Yacht Club- 1.2

N :Commercial trucklng V
0 firm -, S

2.0

0. Private (residential o
o 12 parcels) s

P Alken Avenue, r.o,w.: . 30;4 o W15
Q. Rensselaer Cbunty : ‘ -y
Sewer District

R. Private (2 parcels)-

S. TFort Crailo (State of : A.”70!"3:u. 25
New York S - Lo :

T;, Prlvate (ll parcels) .;k;;dgéstf
}_u. APrivate (residential)EZTig~;67':‘ |
".V. Winthrop Laboratoriea?£4ii?960?? - _26.5.
" W. General Aniline &“éilg 5 ggs 633
) _Corporation R O : ’

99.4

Total riverfront shore 1is'22 950-fee with 4138 feet
'in public ownership, 8990 feet owned: and occupied by
industrial users and 837 feet in'res ntial use.:

9500 feet aré’ currently classifie ndeveloped,
including 1920' of AMTRAK's holdings for AMTRAK has
verbally committed itself to use only property east of
the County interceptor sewer for.its:Industrial purposes.

Is
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TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS POLICY STATEMENT

City of Rensselaer/May 1980 ~~~~~ ;554557@£5€“;31i§n$::

The City of Rensselaer has reViewed the findings and re—nf

-commendations of the Rensselaer Subarea Trasnportation Study

This study was undertaken by the Capital District Transportat:.onj

Committee (CDTC) upon request of the City,.was directed by a

-'Technical Adv1sory Group (TAG) comprised of state and local

OfflClalS, and 1nc1uded an opportunity for Citizen part1c1pation:

throughout the study period

In addition:to fully supporting the completion of on—g01ng

transportation improvement progects wrthin the City, (1 e. the
Riverfront Park the Rensselaer Port Dock the Columbia Street

Arterial the Third Avenue Bridge, the AMTRAK Parking lot and

‘the Route 9 & 20 bridges), the City conceptually endorses the

folIQW1ng improvements recommended by the study and urgee the

early initiation of the appropriate de"elopnent sequence for =

~each project--

1. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION.. mprovementj of public "
- transportation through_eipandedechrc husiservice
- within thevcity and its environst.. | |
2Q_WASHINGTON AVENUE Alleviation of traffic congestion
and the impact of heavy commuter f£low on the Washington
Avenue residential_neighborhoodAthrough.construction of

- an additional access point on Interstate I-90 between



-ij.;DefreestVLlle.i Pedestrians

“?transportation Should be accommodated _y;jf.j;;3"

the existlng Washington Avenue and Couse interchanges,
prov1d1ng connection to either Route 4 in North Green—-«ﬂ
bush and/or Third Avenue Extension in East Greenbush..

BROADWAY/WASHINGTON AVENUE. Preservation of the

_viability of Broadway and Washington Avenue as minor

arterials" through rehabilitation w1th1n exrsting curb-~-

'lines of these roadways from Third AVenue north and east

to the Rensselaer City line and then east to Route 4 at,:

PORT AREA f AlleV1ation of the 1mpact of heavy truck

.'and employee traffic on re51dences 1n the Fort Crailo

" neighborhood and along South Street, and the concurrent

'T“encouragement of economic development in the Rensselaer

- port and industrial area, through a closely-coordinated -

”;ythree-part program of improvement'

* SOUTH STREET REHABILITATION.y Rehabilitation of* L
1South Street ‘as a two—lane roadway w1th1n existing
right—of—way from its intersection with the new
.connector roadway‘south-to the Rensselaer City,line;
Pedestrian safety and improved drainage should be fully
accommodated. There*is no endoraement for either
: resrdential and/br commercial/industrial property'.

takings along South Street.

'b. NEW CONNECTOR ROADWAY.’ Construction along new .right-

- of-way of a connector between South Street and River—

side Avenue to accommodate present and anticipated

B-2

"bicyclists and public;v_f;yy--
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fport and 1ndustr1al area traffic.; The new connector

roadway should intersect South Street as far north as

. possible to av01d adverse impacts on, and/or takings

- of any residential or commerc1al/1ndustr1al pro—f.

pertles along South Street.; Pedestrian and blcyclist

vsafety should be accommodated and a: grade—separated

lcr0391ng of thc rallroad tracks should be pIOVIded

"ARENSSELAER AVENUE EXTENDED . Prov1510n of a dlrect

"collector" link from the cOlumbia Street Arterial
to RiverSide Avenue.- The two—lane llnk should be
accompllshed through the rehabilltation W1th1n»'

existing right-of—way of Rensselaer Avenue from '

A"‘Columbia Street to Nelson Avenue and the exten81on

. of Rensselaer Avenue along hew rlght-of-way through

- and blCYCllSt safety” 1mproved drainage,

'_the present Sterling Organics parklng lot Pedestrlan

;protectlon

for the Coyne Field recreational fac1lity, and re—'

"placement of on-street and/or off-street parking that.

will be lost should be accommodated - There is no
endorsement for any residentlal property takings along

either Rensselaer Avenue or Belmore Place. o

'This three-part program of 1mprovement should be concurrently
initiated and progressed by CDTC and the New York State
Department of Transportation (NYS DOT). Actual construction

of the Rensselaer Avenue improvement shall not be authorized



1iunt11 there is a- Full assurancedacceétable to the Clty and

-Athe Fort Crallo Nelghborhood Assoc1atlon (available fundrng
set. a31de and a constructlon schedule establlshed) that theA
new connector roadway will he constructed ’ Upon 1mp1ementa—
tion of the new connector'roadway, all Ehrough.trnck traffic

should be removed from the RENSSELAER AVENUE EXTENDED.

The City of Rensselaer thanks the Capital'District Transportation
Commlttee staff the meﬁbers of the Techn1ca1 Advisory Group. '
| and concerned c1tlzens for expendlng thelr time and effort .

throughout the study perlod.=

closely with CDTC and NYS DOT and other concerned partles in ;
seelng both on-going transportatron improvement progects and

these recommended 1mprovement5 through t'rcompletion..ﬂﬁ
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Kotlon by Alde:man LLHNER

Seconded by Alde:man sInn

LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 1986 .

A LOCAL LAW REPLACING 'THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW LAW'
" OF THE CITY OF RENSSELAER (LOCAL LAW No. 3 OF 1978)
RELEVANT TO THE LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGHAM

BE IT ENACTED by the Common Councxl of the Cxty of Rensselaer as. o
follous.;,= S

1. Local Law No. 3 ol 1978 of the Clty ol Rensso. v:, Noew Yo:kh_

otherwise known as "the Environmental guality Review Law of the CILY

of Rensselaer” is hereby amended by the addxtxon or. aandmenL of the .
’ following Bectxons, shown as underlined.: S - R : .

ARTICLE I  General -Provisions -

A. TITLE. This Local Law shall be known and may. be clited as the-
"Envx:onmental Qualxty uevxeu Law o[ the Czty o[ Rensselaer, New
- York", . R . . oo AR

B. PURPOSE. ”ft.ié'thé:puiposé'bf Ehis'ibchiilbh to estaBl{sh‘af:'.
- procedure whereby the City of Rensselaer may implement Article 8
of the New- York State Enviromnental Cunsorvation waw, providing

a signlfxcnnt el fect on the enviroenment, and alsv to provide for

the protection and beneficial use of thc naltural and man-wade. .
- resources within the City of Renssclact waterfronl arca by

insuring where and when pussibie and !rnchwublu CﬁJf L“[LdLH~
actions to be undertaken, aupproved ur fundéd. by o city ayeucy be
performed in a manner cunsistent with: thu_L_lxunes and purposes
of the City oE Rensselacr Local Waterfronl uuannlxratxon IEER

ongrdm.

C. AUTHORITT. “his .law . is imlopteéd under-tho authdrlty'of Article 42
of the Executive Law of New York State, J"Lllﬂh 10 of the
Hunicipal llome Rule Law of Nuew Yock S Ehe S,

Environmental UUJILAI>REVXUW AcL, and’ Lhu aLatv lnvnronmenlal

Quulity Review Reyulations.

D. APPLICABILITY.  .AlL ‘appropriate agnncxe of the City of :
Rensselaer must Lumply with this Yueal law, prior to dxrert[y
undertavxngJ auprUVan, or fundlnq_npy uclgynunuqn such ﬂ(tlun lq

cclassificd an Chype 1 o untistoed o v 6!

~unll At 617 ol "L.L.'_'.‘ 6 of 1h:
Ollicial (.Dmpll.ltlon of Coies, Rulvy und Regulalions  of the state
of New Yotk _-_ _:” _-“:_, . . - P

E. SFVERABIL[TY. The proviqxons oE th14 lOLal lau ‘are sever ublL.
IL any part of this local law is found invalid, such [inding will
apply only to the pacticular pruvision nﬁﬁ—E\§TEhstnnce> in -
uestxon. The remalnder of Lhis local faw, and thie appliration
the dxsputeJ—btovxsxon to oLﬁu: clriumsLnnLc“, will remain
valxd . . e L . R I

F. DEFINITIONS. .

(a) “Actlon” means elther o "Type 1™ or "unlisted” action as

delined 1n SEYR ruuylnllon' at 6 NYCRR b17.2, or any

dlructlx umilctaken, l'ulu.hm), nr .nmuuval Tact ton uL‘L'urran

within or affecting a critical environmental atea desiynated
pursuant to 6 NYCRRR 617.4()).

i

for the environmental quality review of any action which may have



sy

ARTICLE II DELEGATION OF RESPONSIBILITY ' 'w:h.~;f*

A.

{b) "“Coastal Zone Area” ‘means tnnt po:tion of the-NYQVCOestal

Area within the City of Renssclacr.as delineated in the Clty
of Rensselaer Local Waterfront Revitalizatlon Program.

{c) "EAF" means Envxronmental Assessment Form as defined at 6

NYCRR 617. 2(1).

(d) "EIS" means Envxronmental Im act Statement as defxned at 6 -
P

NYCRR 617.2(m), . .

(e} "Local Waterfront Revxtnllzatxon Pro ram (LWRP)“ meSns:the N
g

local program to implement the NYS Coastal Management
Program within the City of Rensselaer as approved by the
Secretary of State pursuant to the Wateriront Revitalization
and Coastal Resources Act ol 1981 (Article 42 of the )
Executive Law of New York State), a copy of which iIs on file
1n the City Clerk's Offlce and avallable for inspection
durxng;normal business hours.

{E) "part 617“ means the State Envnronmental Qualit Review
Yy

Regulations. (Part 617 of Title 6 of the Official - T
Compilation of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of
. New York).

-{g} _"SEQR" means the State Environmental Quality Review Act

(h) ”Clty“ means’ the Citi;pf Rensselae:.""g--

(Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law, which is
Chapter 43-b of the Consolidated Laws of the State oE New
York) . ;_.”.~ . . .

s

(1) ety A ncy “means’ an oard, commlsslon, de a:tment,
IA,Q, 24, De

oftice,. body or ofrxcer oE the Cntxfof Rensselaer. g_~'~

'(ky-.

{3) - "Common Council" mcahs the Common Counc11 of the Cxty of
<Rensselae: L

by the Common

4mentTF6Em’as:édque
- Counc11 TSR

(1} “Planning Commxssion" mean the Citf-affhéhsseiaei'Eianning

Commlssxon.

im) .All other térms used in“this Local Law shall have the samn

Artfcle._g

“meaning as those defined in Section 8-0113 of the . . .
JEnvitronmental Conservatxon Law and Parkt 617 of Txtle 6
NYCRR. - & . . R

RESPONSKBKLITY FOR RBVIEH. The Cxty Plann1n37Commlssion is..
assigned. the responsibility to review and approve all matters
relating to the use and development of the desxgpated Coastal

Zone Area. .-

A:SECRETARY. The éeéteteryhof the Pianninb'tommission;'ot”suche'- o

other person as the Planning Commission may designate, shall -
assume the responsibility for scheduling of all meetings, .. .
coordinating of all activities and recording and ffling of all’
business pertainingﬁto the matters descrlbed in section A of this

“ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRBD.’”fné"séétetazy, or such'othé:‘pe:son

designated by the Planning Comnission, shall prepare an annual

report on the Planning Commission's activities relating to use
and development of the Coastal Zone Aren not later than 1 April.
of each year. Such report shall be submitted to the mayor and
common council and may Include any recommendations pertaining to




o
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ARTICLE III‘ COMPLIANCB REQUIRED

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

,j." All normal street,

4.  The conduct1ng of “environméntal’ engxneerxng, ‘economic-

‘ anf changes necessary to more eEEectively implement the

envi:onmental gquality review processes contained in this Local
Law. A copy of the annual report shall be Exled thh the~w“
Depa:tment oE Envxronmental Conservatxon._-:;- .

GBNBRAL. No decisxon to ca::y out or approve ‘or fund any action.
shall be made by the common council or by any other city agency- .
until there has been-full compliance with all requitements of. . 1.
“this Local Law and Pa:t 617 of. Tltle 6 N!CRR.=~ET : R

TYPE I ACTIONS;A Consxstent thh Pa:t 617 oE Txtle 6 NYCRR and

the criteria therein, the Type I actions listed 4n Section 617.12
and all di:ectly undertaken, funded or approval actions occurr1ng
within or affecting a ‘critical environment area designated - 0
pursuant to 6 ‘NYCRR 617.4(j) are-deemed-likely to have a -:.
significant-'effect on the ‘environment and are likely to, but -

shall not necessarily, zequi:e p:eparatlon of an envx:onmental
impact statement. e : : s

TYPE II ACTIONS. consistent with Patt ‘617 of Title 6 NYCRR and
the criteria therein the Type Il actions listed in-Section 617.13
are deemed not to have a significant e[fect on the environment
impact statement

EXEMPT AND EXCLUDBD ACTIONS.‘ The followxng act10n5 and

activities shall be exempt ftom the requlrement of this Local

Law: o : . .

1. ..Actxons defxned as exempt actxons in Sectxon 617 2 oE Txtle _
6 NYCRR;- Lo S e e . o

2. Actions unaertaken or'fully'approved'or'funﬂed prior to the

: effective date of the State Env1xonmenta1 Qualxty Revxew ;‘f'

hignea}:and
activxties-. L

feasibility or other studies and preliminary planning
. necessary for ‘the.formulation of a proposal- for action’
without committing.the City to app:ove, commence, ot:engageu
1n such action-'and s : . :

5. The granting of . approval to any part oE an applxcatxon whxch Co S

‘relates. only to technical specifications and requirements,
provided that no such partial approval shall.entitle the - . -
applicant to commence the action until all-requirements-of :. - -
this local law and part. 617 of Txtle 6 NYCRR have beenz?-'
'fulfilled S IR . s

UNLISTED ACTIONS. Consistent-ﬁith:qut 617 of Title 6 NYCRR and

the criteria therein, unlisted actions are delined as these
actions which are not excluded or exempt nor listed-as Type I or ..
Type 11 actions -in State or local SEyR regulations. Such actions
may or may not have a significant eflect on the environment and
may or may not requxxe the preparation of an environmental impact
statement.

ARTICLE IV ° INITIAL DETERMINATION/GENERAL PROCEDURE

A.

APPLICATION. For the purpose of determining whether any
variance, approval or other action may have a signiflcant effect
an the environment, applicants for permits or other apptrovals,
except for those actions Initiated by the City, shall flle a
written statement with the responsible official or body setting




o -applxcatlon.,_'

‘required by the City. offxcxal or body havxng varlance, approval~f:

;_Hlll not have a signlflcant effect on the envxronment.

7 not spncifxcally governed by Article 1V, (C),, or (D) or this.

fo:th the name oE the applxcant, ‘the location oF the.property. .
affected, If any; a description of the'nature of the proposed.
action; and, as a supplement to the otherwise required '
information, a statement of the effect. it may have on the
environment. The statement shall be filed simultaneously with
the application, The statement provided herein shall be upon an

.environmental assessment form.prescribed. by the responsible .

official-or body and shall contain such additional; relevant... ...’
information as-shall-be required. in. .the. prescribed form. - Such. .

statement shall be accompanied-by. drawings, -sketches, and maps, . -
if any, together with any other relevant explanatory material -

or permxt Jurxsdxctxon.,,-

POSTING.- Upon recexpt of. a complete applxcatxon and statement,.
the responsible official: or: body. shall cause a notice to be

-posted on the signboard maintained by the City and may also cause

such notice to be published in the official newspaper of the

City, descrlbing the nature of the proposed action and stating .
that written views thereon of any person shall be teceived by the
responsible offjcial or body not later than a date specified in -
such notice. Such notice shall also be sent to each member'of

the Planning -Commission. -

WRITTEN DETERMINATION. The responsible o[ficial or body shall
render a written determination, except where not required by this.
Local Law, - on such application within fifteen {(15) calendar days - .-
following receipt of a complete application and statement,

provided, however, that such ‘period may be extended by mutual

- agreement .of -the applicant-cand the responsible.official.or body;

The determination shall state whether such proposed action may. o{

Whe:e any proposed action is -

Local Law,- the responsxble official.or body shall so netify the.
Planning Commissionswithin.five:(5)..calendar days.following-

receipt of a complete application-and statement. The Plannxng

Commission shall review the proposed action and issue

‘recommendation to.the responsible officjial or. body.m,The.;; X
- responsible official ‘or: body 'shall then render.a written Ew“f»-»

determination.in accordance with this Local Law, which : ..
determination. shall:be:consistent with the recommendations. of the
Planning Commission; and shall: file such determination with the:

"CONSULTATION._.The-:eséoosxole-offxcial ofioody"o: EheoPlanolng-

CITY INITIATED ACTIONS. Actions as defxned i Part 617 of Txtle 6.

B requlred agencles provided in- Part 617 of. Title 6 NYCRR, Section

617.

Commission may hold informal meetings or consult. with any person.
for the purpose of aidxng in making a dete:mlnatlon on. the - ol

NYCRR,: Section 617.12, initiated by the City shall, for the. .
purpose of’ complxance with this Local Law and Part 617 of Title
NYCRR, be under -the- Jurxsdxctlon oE the Director of Plannlng ‘and :
nevelopment.‘No ‘decision to carry out any such action shall be |

- made until the Director of Planning and Development has rendered.

a w:xtten determlnatxon in accordance thh Artxcle V (C) throughf :%f

{E} of this Local Law. Within these sections, for actions
injtiated by the City, the procedures which apply to the

responsible official or body shall 1nstead apply to tbe Directot

oE Planning and Development. -

TIME REQUIREMENTS. The time limitations provided in this Local
Law shall be coordinated with, to the extent practicable, other
time limitations provided by statute or Local Law, ord!nance or

»zegulatlon of the city.
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ARTICLE V DRAFT ENVIRON&BNTAL iHPACT STATEHENT (DEIS)

A.

A.

.comments on the draft: ‘environment impactfstatement may’ be’ Se

GENERAL. 1If it'is'detezmined, ‘in ‘accordance’ w1th thxs Local Law,
that a proposed action may have a significant effect on the "-.° s

environment, the proposed -action shall be’ reviewed and’ pzocessed L

in strict accordance with the provisions of pa:t 617 of Txtle 6
NYCRR and as provxded xn thxs Local Law._' S .

DEIS PREPARATION. Followxng a dete:mxnatlon that a proposed
action may have a significant effect on the environment, the -

Director of Planning and .Development for actions initiated’ by ‘the’
City, or the responsible official or body shall: prepare or cause '

.to be prepared a draft environment impact statement in acco:dance

with the provisions of part 617 of Title 6’ MYCRR. Refusal of the
applicant to prepare such a:draft ‘shall cause the official or-

body to cease processing. the applxcatzon. Where the action
involves an application for a variance;’approval or other actlon,,.
the Eull cost of preparing the draft environmental 1mpact o :
statement shall be borne by the appllcant

NOTICE OF COHPLETION OF DEIS.- Upon completxon ‘of a draft
environmental impact statement, a Notice of Completion contaxnlng
the information specified in Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR shall be.
published In the official newspapers of the City. Copies of thd
draft environmental ‘impact statement and the Notice of Completion
shall be filed, circulated, sent and made available as requx:ed '
by Part 617 oE Tltle 6 NYCRR.;. : - . :

REVIEN or DBIS.' The draft envxronmental impact statement shall
be reviewed by the planning Commission which shall determine if a-
public hearing. on the draftt environmental impact statement is-
necessary. - 1f the planning Commission-determines that a public -
hearing is necessary, notice thereof shall be filed; circulated: -
and sent..in the same manner as-the Notlice of Completxon and shall
be published in the official newspapers of the City, at least’ -
fourteen. {13) calendar days prior too such public he-ring. suel
notice shall .also state .the place whete- substantive wzxtten

and the date before which Such:commerits-shall”be received.’ Th
public hearing’ shall commence nb less thain Eifteen (15)7 nok* mor :
than sixty (60) calendar days after-the filing of the drafi '~ 7 7
environmental impact statement except as otherwise provided where
the Director of Planning and Development, for actions inftfated
by the City, or the responsible official or body determines that
additional time- is necessary for publié or--other agency review of’
the draft environmental impact statement or where a different '
hearing date is required as appropriate under applicable law, .

1f, on the basis of the draft environmental impact statement or a
public hearing, the Planning Commission determines that an action
will not have a significant effect on the environment, the
proposed action may be processed without further: :egatd to thxs
Local Law. ERE e R R : .

ARTICLE VI ) FINAL ENVIRONHENTAL IHPACT STATEHEHT (EIS)

GENERAL. If it is dete:mlned, in accozdance thh review of the
DEIS, that a proposed action will have a significant effect on
the environment, preparation of a final environmental impact .”’
statement shall be required and shall be reviewed and processed
in strict accordance with the provisions of Part 617 of Txtle 6
NYCRR and as provided in the Local Law. : .

EIS PREPARATION. Except as otherwise provided in this Local Law,
the Director of Planning and Development, for actions initiated
by the City, or the responsible official body shall prepare or
cause to be prepared a final environmental impact statement in
accordance with the provisions of Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR,
provided further that if the action Involves an application, the
responsible official or body shall direct the applicant to
prepare the final environmental impact statement. ' Such final

‘-




environmental Impact statement shall be prepared within forty-

. five (45) calendar days after. the close of any-public hearings ot
within’ aixty {60).calendar days after the filing of: the draft - _
environmental ‘impact statement,rwhichever last. occurs, provided, .
however, that the responsible official;or body may extend this:
time as necessary to complete the statement adequately or where
problems ldentified with the™ proposed action requxre material
consxderation or modification. L e e -  ileren

C. NOTXCE OF COMPLETION OF BIS.- A notxce of Completlon of a Einal
environmental 1mpact statement .shall be prepared,. published. and
"£iled. in. the same manner as provxded in, Article VI {C) of this -
Lo¢al Law and shall be sent to all persons to. whom. the Notice of_
Completion of the draft environment impact statement was sent, .-

Copies of the final environmental impact statement shall be Eiled~'

and made available for review ipn. the same manner as. the draft
environmental impact statement. ;.; S B ERE

D. REVIEW OF EIS. The final environmental impact statement shall be
reviewed by the Planning Commission which shall provide the
Director of Planning and Development, for actions initiated by
the City, or the responsible body or official with written '
recommendations and comments concerning the final environmental:
impact statement within.fifteen (15) calendar days. after the
filing date of the final environmental impact statement.

E. FILING REQUIRED. .No decision to carry out or approve .an action. .
which has been the subject of a final environmental impact .
statement shall be made by the Common Council or any other board,
department, commission, officer.ot employee of the City having -

- jurisdiction until after, the.filing and consideration of the - *
final . environmental’ impact statement, which decision shall be . -
made within thxrty {30). calendar days oE_the filing of the final;
env1ronmental impact statement L .

E.‘-'HRXTTEN{DETBRHINATIOH. n_ the. Common Council o
board, department,“commission, ofEicer .or-employee of the City

having jurisdiction decides. to: carry ‘gut..or, approve;an.action-:
which may have a significant effect on:the, environment, the-

O following findings shall be. made in a written determination.a -

1. 'Consistent Hlth social, economic, and other essential
_considerations of City policy, to the extent practicable,
- Erom_among .the reasonable-alternatives thereto, the action s
" to be-carried out or-approved, is one which minimizes or-
] avoids adverse. environmental effect; including the effects
'disclosed In televant environmental 1mpact statements.

2. All practicable means will~be\takenvin carrying out or
.- approving the.action to:.minimize or: avoid -adverse -
. ‘environmental “effects. ~For public information ' purposes, -a-

copy of such determination:shall be filed and.made avaxlable;~-'

as requxred in Part 617 of Txtle 6 NYCRR. o

AhTICLE VXl :. HAINTENANCE OF RECORDS

The Cxty Clerk shall maintain Eiles-open Eor public 1nspection of all
Notices of Completion, draft and final environmental. impact statements
and written determinationS»prepared or caused to be prepared by the-
City. Dupllcates of all such files shall be maintained by the
planning Commission in the Office of the Director of Planning and
Development, The Director of Planning and Development shall also
maintain for . T LT ’ R

puhlic review a copy of Article 8 of the New York.State Environmental
Conservation law, as amended, and its 1mplementing regulations, as
included in Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR. :

ARTICLE VIII. LEAD AGENCY DESIGNATION



When more than one agency is involved in an action, the procedures of
Section §17.6 and 617.7 ‘'of Part 617 of Title 6. NYCRR shall be
followed. In such cases, it shall be the policy of the City to
encourage that lead agency designation be assumed by the local
governmental agency havxng Jurisdxctlon 1f p:act:cable.j_

ARTICLE IX - MODIFICATIOH OF PRIOR ACTIONS L

Actions unde:taken or app:oved pzxor to the aates spec1fled in Artxcle.
8 of the Environmental Conservation. Law.’ shall be exempt .from the Local
Law and the provisions . of Article 8 ‘0f.‘the Envxronmental Conservation’
Law and Part 617 of Title 6. NYCRR p:ovzded, however, that . if, after .
such datea, the Common Councili, ‘or any other board, ‘department,. - -
commission, officer or employee .0f the City hav1ng jurisdiction
modifies an. actfion undertaken. or approved prior to that-date and the-
Plannxng,Commxssxon determines that the modification may have a

significant etfect on the environment,- ‘such modification shall be an
action subject to this Local Law and Part 617 of Title 6 NYCRR.
ARTICLE X ' EFFECTIVE DATE

This Local Law shall take effect ten (10) days afte: its app:oval by
the Mayor. L - . . . Lo : .

APPENDIX A - COASTAL ZONE AREA/CONSISTENCY REVIEW o

-y

.. --pescription.. The Coastal” Zone Area of;: the' City of Rensselaer '

. Is defined-In the adopted Local Waterfront Revitalization. .

- Program.: agproved by the New York State Secretary of- State,-

:. a$ approxlinately.all. lands within .the desxgnnted ‘J00~year.

" flood plain on the river side of the-existina -ralr.road
. tracks (See attached map). The deslgnated-:flood-plain -is.
.described.in.the :Natilonal.Flood .lnsurance P:ogram.FLoodH
Insuran¢e Rate: Map, 1ssued;by the Federal Insurance:

Admlnxst:atlon, U S Depaztment o[ Housxngﬁand Utban.’

: Develogment.

B. Consistency. Any action to be undertaken by any person,.
T corporation or agency within ‘the designated Coastal Zone
Area, as herein defined, shall also be consistent to the
extent practicable with the coastal policies listed in
Appendix A (1) (D) of this Local law and explained in the
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program of the City of
‘Rensselaer.. A review of any such action shall contain a
written determination of consistency whether or not the. -
action is determined to have a szgn;[xcant Affect on the .
‘environment, RN : P

C.1 Review. The Planning Commission or another'city ageancy,
when proposing to undertake, approve, or -fund a Type I or
Unlisted action 1in the Coastal Zone Area shall prepare or
cause to be prepared -a ‘CAF for the proposed action:
Following the preparation of an EIS or the issuance of-a
negative declaratlon pursuvant to part 617 of Title 6 of
NYCRR, a city agency shall refer the -CAF, any EIS and other
pertinent Information for that action to the Planning
Commnission for review and determination regyarding the
action’s consistency with the policies of -the -LWRP.

C.2 Certification of Consistency

.

c.2.1 Prior to its undertaking, approving or funding of a
proposed Type [ or Unlisted action 1n the Coastal Zone
Area, and for each action referred by a city agency




oy

pursuant to section C. 1, the Plaﬁning Commiésion shall.
elther.h' . . B B

(a) 'Fxnd and cetthy in: wrltxng that the actxon w111~
’ not substantially hinder the achievement of.any of

the policies and purposcs of the LWRP; or

(b) If the action will substantially hinder the

achievement @Ff any policy of the LWRP, £ind and

~ certify in writing that all three of the Eotlowlng

" requirements are satisfied: (1) no- reasonable-

" alternatives exist which would permit the action
to be undertaken in a manner which would not

'substantially hinder the achitevement of such
policy; ({1i1) the action will minimize all adverse

‘effects on such policy to the extent practicable;
~and (iii) the action will result-in a significant ...’

regional  or state-wide public benefit, Such:
certification shall constitute a determination
that the actlon 1s consistent to the extent
practicable with the policies and putposes of the
LWRP; or .

{c) Find and certify.fn writing. that the action is not ...

consistent with the policies and purposes of the
LWRP, since 1t would substantially hinder the
achievement ol one or more policies and would not
satisfy all of the requxrements identified in
section C.2.1.(b) above. N : :

The Planning COmMissibn shall complete 'its review of

- the proposed actlion'’s consistency and prepare a written

. Tinding to. the referring clty agconcy within thicty. (30)
- days of the referral date.. The Planning Commission may
" refer such actlons’ for review and recomméndation to any

.'ﬁcitz agency
‘No- actibn: contemplated ‘Undet this Local“Law ‘shall- bé_

undertaken,. approved,or .funded-unless:the. Planning-
Commisstion certilies its.consistency. with the policies
and purposes of the LWRP by finding putsuant to either
C.2.1 {a) or C.2.1 (b) above. .

?iThe w:itten findxngs and® certxfxcatxon oE con51stency

., made by the:Planning Commission shall.be filed with the
_ -city-clerk beEore;the act:on 15 undertaken, approved,
L.or’ funded - .

’ﬁsistéhcy'détetmihhtfoh

D. 'Haxntenance of Racords.:. Any suc
.5hall become.part. ol the lead.agency’s. findings and, as such -
shall:be a permanent- record.:to. be maintained in accozdance
with Article” VII Of this Local Law. © .. ~..-

E. State Policies. ‘Actions to be undertaken within the Coastal

zone Area shall be- cvaluated for consistency I'n accordance
with the following LWRP policies, standards._and conditlons,
which are derived [rom and. further explained and described
in Section IIl of the City of Rensselaer's LWRP, a.copy of
which ‘1s filed in. the City Clerk's office. and available for
Inspection durlny normal business hours. Agencies which
directly undertake actions shall also. consult with Section
1V of- the LWRP 1in makiny thelr consistency determination.
The action shall be consxstent with the polxcy to.n.‘_“_

Redevelop the Albnny Port sttrxct area as a regional marine
transportation facility., {Policy 1; la) -




Revitalize the central business district and create -

and Traxl ystem alg;g the Cxty S, waterEront.

i'resources and thelr food chalns. (Polqu B)

'?Promote recreatlonal use: o
"Aprotect sudh resources Trom chem1cnl4poflutxon. (Polr;}_e 9)-

opportunities for commercial expansion. (Policy I; 1b; le)

_Revitalize deteriorated residential neighborhoods and create

new residential opportunities {(Policy 1; 1c; 14d)

pDevelop where and when practicable a Riverfront Open Space

Permxt office park development in’ the north waterEront.-
(Polx;y L5 Xg) s Elvf,kp_a Gl B

Facilitate the siting of water pendent uses. irollgy 2)

Maintain all sultable indutrial land within and'eentjguous
to Port lands for marine- related 1ndu trial develgpment.
{Policy 2, 2a) . Lore eed .

Further devel op the Port of Alba y as a center of commerce
and industry and encourage the siting. of land uses which are
essential to or 1n sugport oE weterborue transportatxon.

Teolicy 3)

"Reduce Port related truck traffxc in resldentxal_ff”w”

nelghborhoods. (Policy 3; 3a)

L{-Encoug;ge development in areas where aqgguate 1nfrastructure
" 1s already in place. (PoIrcx_S) )

Prevent ‘chemical” contamination o[ flSh and wlldlee

wildlee resources. andv

rsh an

perty from

”floodzng and erosion througugproper Tocation of raw. land-fA':
“"development, protectzon of wetlands, proper coastructlion and- -

use of. structiral .erosion .controls, .and. use of.non=:

;.“ structural medsures - wher practxcable (Polg;y 11-414 Vl7lAEL“‘E

:Structures w111 be 51ted so"as§ - to m1n1m17e dam;ge to =
- property . and the- endq;gerxng of. human l1fe caused by -
“flooding and érosion. (Polxey 11) . o .

'Development and land use w111 be undprta?en in such manner:

as to protect ‘natural protective features.

"Constructxon or reconstructlon oE-erosxon protection
. structures may be performed gnly if they have a probability’
. oE controlllng erosron Eor at least 30 years. (Polxcy 13)

:jDevelopment and land~ use, 1nc1ud ng reconstruction of

erosion protection strucktures, shall not cause an increase
Tn erosion or flooding, (Policy l4j

Public funds shall only be used for erosion protective
structures where necessary to protect humman life or existing
water-dependent-develgpment. (Palicy 16) .

Non-structural measures to minimize flood and erosion are
preferred. {Policy 17) : :

;Develop where and when practicable overleoks,.bdat lauhches,}ﬂ

boat moorings, fxshfﬁg;piers, and direct . access to the
ghorellne along- the Riverfront open Space and Trail System.

JPolxcy 19 19h)




Link the Riverf{roult Open Space amd Prail Systom with
recreational amenibties tn Lhe Town of Hortlh.Grovnbush ) e
waterfconl,. 1f appropriate. (Poliwy 19; 19h). b

. Acecesuy to ‘thi public: foreshore zhall b’ prov'-i;l'uil ,EnLained ' . )
and increased where and when practicable.  (Pulicy 2u) i

Promobte wiatei-depemdent r;.-x teatioun. Provide wabter “1elalwl
recreakion o3 2 muitiple use when conpatible with primary
use. [Polxcy 21: 22) : :

Prutuct hi-n.uric,. anhuoloerc.»l nrr:hit-.-'.'!:'d:r.'xl- aml enltural
resources. (Puln.) 23)

P:otect nnd enhﬂnCuAVISUdi qunlxly (Pollgy 24' 2 )

mudlflxng'water clnssx[xcultunq ot 5L|ndnrds., Water
overburdenoed by contaminants will be tre.:!.ed as 2
- developmunL cons tralnt. (Polxcy 31) i

T pEAT .ice wlll bc us cd to ‘engure- the dontrol
of sturm water runolf amd combined seower ovecrllows draintng
Into coastal waters. Prumote re..pun'.xbln marine sanitation
pructlcu". (Policy.33; 34) . . :

Dredglng and dradyge spoxl dxspu sal-prujrets shall protect
1iving, natural and scenic cesousees, gl wetlands. (Policy

35) .

Act ivitios -"trel.'AL'_'i.-'il ‘to -the sh'i.pm-_-.nl" aml-stor .m-.-" of hazardous
‘materials shall be conductwl In a manner to prevent spills
“and mlnlmlzu lnlp-l\.!. . (Polzcy Ju) R :

~pest. nnn.ngmnunt pr:.u.t.lcv-. Vo minimize non—fivint Jdischarge of
excrss nulrlents, organics Jand ctodied solly, are requirod, o -

"(l'ulicz -37)

‘NbLDrvad as to Form and Sulficiency
this "% -day o[ uecember 19!!6 '
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